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Summary of the meeting of March 17, 2015

The meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) held on March 17, 2015 was chaired by Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Jamaica. It was held in the OAS' Gabriela Mistral Room.
The special meeting was called pursuant to the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2821 (XLIV-O/14) “Toward Autonomy for and Strengthening of Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice.”
The agenda adopted by the CAJP for this meeting is available from the following link:

CP/CAJP-3270/14 rev.3.
The following delegations were present at the special meeting:  Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, and Uruguay.

The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/audios/2015/CP_CAJP_03-17-2015.MP3.
The presentations sent in by the speakers for distribution to the delegations are available from the following link:

CP/CAJP/INF-258/15.
1. Remarks by the Chair
The Chair welcomed the delegates and speakers, and spoke about the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2821 (XLIV-O/14), “Toward Autonomy for and Strengthening of Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice,” in particular operative paragraph 13, on the holding of the special meeting.

2. Presentation on the "Regional Guidelines for Public Defender Systems and Comprehensive Protection for Persons Deprived of Their Liberty," prepared by the AIDEF 

Ms. Noyme Yore Ismael, Defender General of Paraguay and Coordinator General of the Inter-American Association of Public Defender Offices (AIDEF), presented the “Regional Guidelines for Public Defender Systems and Comprehensive Protection for Persons Deprived of Their Liberty.”

3. Exchange of best practices and experiences in access to justice, and autonomy of and cooperation among public defender offices
On the exchange of best practices and experiences in access to justice and autonomy of and cooperation among public defender offices, the Committee received the following presentations:

· Best practices in mental health, by Juan de Dios Moscoso, Office of the Ombusdman of Argentina and AIDEF Secretary General;

· Best practices with women in detention, by Marta Iris Muñoz Cascante, Director of Public Defense of Costa Rica and AIDEF Counselor;

· Best practices in drug treatment, by Sonia Wilson, staffer of the Institute of Public Defense of Panama;

· Best practices with respect to teen issues, by Andrés Mahnke Malschafsky, National Defender of Chile and AIDEF Deputy Coordinator;

· Autonomy of Public Defense, by Patricia Kettermann, President of the National Association of Public Defenders of Brazil (ANADEP) and Member of the AIDEF;

· Situation of the Public Defender Service of Uruguay, by Dr. Luis Ferrari, President of the Association of Court-Appointed Defenders of Uruguay;

· Best practices in relation to indigenous lawyers, by Mr. Mario Alberto Torres López, Director General and Chairman of the Board of the Public Defenders Federal Institute of Mexico;

· New legislation on the issue of drugs in Ecuador, Dr. Ernesto Pazmiño Granizo, Public Defender General of Ecuador.

4. Comments and presentations by member states

The delegations commended the experts and thanked them for their presentations, noting the outstanding national experiences and best practices. The Permanent Representative of Argentina spoke, as did representatives of Argentina, Chile, Honduras, Panama, Colombia, and Ecuador. 

On behalf of the Committee, the Chair thanked the Delegations as well as the speakers and the General Secretariat for contributing to the success of the meeting.

The meeting concluded at 1:00 p.m.
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