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Summary of the meeting of February 12, 2015
The “Course on Essential Elements for Identifying, Preventing, and Reducing Statelessness and Protecting Stateless Persons in the Americas” was held on February 12, 2015 under the purview of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), pursuant to the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2826 (XLI-O/14), “Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas.” The Course proceeded under the chairmanship of Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Jamaica. It was held in the Rubén Darío Room at the OAS. 

Organized by the CAJP, the Course was attended by representatives of Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The Course program approved by the CAJP can be downloaded from:
CP/CAJP-3269/15 rev.3.
The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3269-02-12-2015.MP3
The presentations by the speakers are available at the following link:
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/statelessness_2_course_2015_presentations.asp.
Opening Remarks
The Chair welcomed the delegates and the speakers, and referred to the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2826 (XLIV-O/14), “Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas,” under operative paragraph 9 in particular.  The importance that the OAS placed on this issue was also underscored. Also delivering remarks were Mr. Buti Kale, Deputy Regional Representative, UNHCR Regional Office for the United States and the Caribbean; and Mr. Roberto Rojas Dávila, Legal Officer, Department of International Law, OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs.

Course Proceedings
The following topics were discussed during the Course:
· Nationality as a Human Right and the Problem of Statelessness, Juan Ignacio Mondelli, UNCHR Regional Statelessness Officer;
· The Right to a Nationality in the Case Law of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Auxiliadora Solano, Lawyer, Inter-American Court of Human Rights;
· Equality and Laws on Nationality, Catherine Harrington, Campaign Manager, Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights (Women’s Refugee Commission);
· Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness:  The 1961 Convention, Juan Ignacio Mondelli, UNHCR Regional Statelessness Officer;

· Practical Exercise: Identifying Gaps in Domestic Law;
· Legal Frameworks for Determining the Status of Statelessness, Juan Ignacio Mondelli, UNCHR Regional Statelessness Officer;
· Regional Challenges in the Area of Statelessness and the UNCHR Global Action Plan to End Statelessness, Katie Tobin, UNCHR Senior Protection Associate;
· The Brazil Declaration and Plan of Action:  The Response of Latin America and the Caribbean, Juan Ignacio Mondelli, UNHCR Regional Statelessness Officer.
The delegations commended the experts and thanked them for their presentations.
On behalf of the Committee, the Chair thanked the delegations as well as the speakers, the UNHCR, the Department of International Law, and the General Secretariat for contributing to the success of the meeting.
The meeting concluded at 4:27 p.m.
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