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Summary of the meeting held on May 7, 2015
The meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) held on May 7, 2015 was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Jamaica. 

The statutory quorum was constituted by the Representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 
The audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 


http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3307_05-07-2015.MP3 
1.
Adoption of the order of business
The Chair of the Committee submitted to the meeting the order of business (CP/CAJP-3307/15 rev. 2), which was adopted without amendment. 
2.
Consideration of the annual reports to the General Assembly [AG/RES. 2849 (XLIV-O/14)].  Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine, Chair of the IACHR, presented the Annual Report of the Commission, which mentioned that the IACHR had held three sessions at its headquarters and one special session, in Mexico City, in August 2014. The IACHR had made an on-site visit to Honduras and United States.  The Chair indicated that the resolutions on precautionary measures had been prepared in fulfillment of the requirements of urgency, seriousness, and irreparable harm in each specific case, as established in the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR that had entered into force in August 2013.

The IACHR also adopted the following thematic reports:  Right to the Truth in the Americas; Considerations related to the ratification of the American Convention and other inter-American human rights treaties; Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women in British Columbia, Canada; and the Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.  The IACHR had prepared special reports on the situation of human rights in Cuba and Venezuela. The Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons of African Descent had formally launched a report on criminal justice and race in the United States.  The IACHR was making efforts to consolidate the Special Rapporteurship on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. 


The delegations expressed appreciation for the presentation of the Report, as well as their observations and concerns regarding the technical criteria used to prepare the reports, especially those on the situation of human rights.

The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to the Forty-Fifth Regular Session of the General Assembly may be consulted at the following link:
· CP/doc.5110/15
3.
Report of the Working Group on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons
The Alternate Representative of Panama and Chair of the working group for the Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons, Mr. Iván Chanis Barahona, presented the report on the negotiations of the draft Convention, and noted the work of the Working Group, which had made it possible to bring the negotiations of the Convention to a successful conclusion, with only six pending ad referendums and a reservation by the United States and Canada. The Committee approved the draft submitted by the Working Group.  The delegations indicated that it constituted major progress, since in the event the Convention was adopted, it would be the first international instrument in this area.  The Chair took note of the report and its approval by the Committee, and it was decided to refer to the Permanent Council for its consideration the draft resolution annexing the draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons (CP/CAJP-3309/15).
4.
Report of the Informal Working Group on the Classification of Mandates of the CAJP
The Alternate Representative of Dominican Republic and Chair of the Informal Working Group on the Classification of Mandates of the CAJP, Ms. Mayerlyn Cordero Díaz, presented the report of the Working Group and mentioned that it had used the methodology for classification of mandates in accordance with the A, B, C, and A/B criteria, which had made it possible to determine that of the CAJP’s 158 existing mandates, 20 referred to policies or policy guidelines (type A mandates), 121 referred to specific measures or activities that support the implementation of type A mandates (type B mandates); 16 were operational mandates of an administrative or financial nature (type C mandates), and one was a type A/B mandate. The delegations expressed appreciation for the report presented and indicated that they awaited an explanation of how the methodology for prioritizing mandates would be applied.  The Chair of the CAJP took note of the report, which would be forwarded to the Permanent Council. 
The Report of the Informal Working Group on the Classification of Mandates of the CAJP may be consulted at the following link:

· CP/CAJP-3308/15
5.
Access to Public Information and Protection of Personal Data [AG/RES. 2842 (XLIV-O/14)] 
The CAJP approved the modification proposed by Venezuela to the Preliminary Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information (CP/CAJP-3135/13 rev. 4) to include the phrase “civil society and other actors.”
6.
Model laws submitted by the Inter-American Juridical Committee

In response to the suggestion by delegations that the Committee address the matter regarding model laws submitted by the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the delegations indicated that they needed to consult with their capitals, and emphasized the non-binding nature of those model laws.  Therefore, the CAJP decided to address this matter at the next meeting of the Committee.
7.
Procedures for the presentation and negotiation by the CAJP of draft resolutions to be submitted to the next General Assembly
With regard to the procedures for the presentation of resolutions for the next regular session of the General Assembly, the Chair of the CAJP decided that it would follow the provisions issued by the Permanent Council on April 29, 2015, and, to that end, the CAJP decided that it would forward, by May 15, a draft resolution on the following matters: (1) Organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS whose annual reports are considered by the CAJP (I-A Court, the IACHR, the CJI, and the JSCA), (2) the draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons; and (3) Inter-American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This decision was taken on the understanding that the Permanent Council would prepare a draft resolution to renew the existing mandates of the Organization and that, following the General Assembly session, the CAJP would forward to the Permanent Council a timetable and schedule of meetings that the General Assembly entrusted it to hold or those arising from conventions and other international instruments.
8. Other business
There being no other business, at 6:00 p.m., the meeting was declared closed.
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