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Summary of the special meeting to share information on progress, experience, lessons learned, and challenges in the implementation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
held on February 1, 2018
The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Hugo Cayrús, Permanent Representative of Uruguay and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP). The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. 
The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link:
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2018/CP_CAJP_3440-02-01-2018.MP3 
· Order of business
The order of business for the meeting was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3440/18 rev. 2.
/
· Remarks by the Chair of the CAJP
The Chair welcomed the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, and the Chief of Staff of the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador La Celia Prince, as well as the ambassadors, permanent representatives of member states, delegates, staff of the General Secretariat, and representatives of specialized organizations in attendance.
In his remarks, the Chair referred to the history of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (ADRIP) and the Plan of Action on the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2017-2021) (Plan of Action). The two instruments were adopted by the General Assembly through resolutions AG/RES. 2888 (XLVI-O/16) and AG/RES. 2913 (XLVII-O/17), respectively.
He pointed out that while the Plan of Action entrusts member states with its implementation, it was imperative for the CAJP to fulfill the express mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2913 (XLVII-O/17) to promote dialogue between states and representatives of indigenous peoples in order to share experiences and assessing fulfillment of the objectives of the ADRIP and the Plan of Action. In that respect, he said that the Plan of Action calls for the CAJP to hold an annual special meeting, attended by officials from the national and subnational institutions working on indigenous issues and open to participation by representatives of indigenous peoples, in order to share information on progress, experience, lessons learned, and challenges in the implementation of the ADRIP. 
He also noted that, since the beginning of the current term, the Chair, with support from the delegations and the Secretary General, had given priority to the timely fulfillment of mandates from the General Assembly that expressly required concrete action by the CAJP. One such case was this special meeting, which, he stressed, was most significant as it was the first time that a political organ of the OAS had first-hand knowledge of the progress and challenges in the implementation of the ADRIP. 
He concluded by thanking the Department of Social Inclusion (DSI) of the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity for its support and collaboration in organizing this special meeting.
· Remarks by representatives of indigenous peoples

The Chair announced that Mr. Héctor Huertas, lawyer and leader of the Kuna people of Panama, who had been scheduled to take part via videoconference, was unable to join the meeting due to connectivity issues.
The message from Mrs. Tarcila Rivera, Founder of Chirapaq and member of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, can be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.398/17.
· Presentation by the Department of Social Inclusion of the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity, on implementation of the Plan of Action on the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2017-2021)
Mrs. Betilde Muñoz-Pogossian, Director of the DSI, presented the Department’s report on the implementation of the Plan of Action, which can be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.400/17.
· Exchange on implementation:
/
I. Specialized agencies
The presentation of Mrs. María Claudia Pulido, Assistant Executive Secretary for Monitoring, Promotion, and Technical Cooperation on Human Rights of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), can be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.401/17.
The presentation of Dr. Anna Coates, Head of the Gender and Cultural Diversity Unit of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), can be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.403/17.
The video presentation of Mr. Álvaro Pop, Technical Secretary of the Fund for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean (FILAC), can be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.399/17.
II. Member states
The delegations of Mexico, Guatemala, Bolivia, Peru, Argentina, Panama, Ecuador, Paraguay, Chile, and Colombia shared details about their countries’ progress, experience, and challenges in the implementation of the ADRIP and its Plan of Action.
Following the remarks, the Committee decided to: 
1. Take note of the presentations made by the representative of indigenous peoples, the representatives of the IACHR, PAHO, and FILAC, as well as the DSI report on the implementation of the Plan of Action.

2. Take note of the remarks made by the delegations during the exchange of information on progress, experience, lessons learned, and challenges in the implementation of the ADRIP.
3. Request that the DSI prepare a rapporteur’s report on the special meeting, which will be incorporated into the report to be submitted by the CAJP to the Permanent Council, pursuant to Article 32 of its Rules of Procedure, so that it may subsequently be forwarded to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth regular session.
Before adjourning the meeting, the Chair asked the delegations to note that the CAJP special meeting on implementation and follow-up of the Plan of Action for the Decade for People of African Descent in the Americas was scheduled to be held on February 15. 
There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
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�.	Adopted in accordance with the decisions as to structure and time allocation taken by the Committee at its meeting of November 2, 2017. 


�.	The remarks made by member states and specialized organizations under this item on the order of business will be summarized in the rapporteur’s report to be prepared by the DSI. 





