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Summary of the special meeting on promotion and protection of human rights in business 
held on February 21, 2018
The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Hugo Cayrús, Permanent Representative of Uruguay and the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP). The meeting was called to order at 2:55 p.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2018/CP_CAJP_34387-02-21-2018.MP3 

· Order of business
The order of business was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3438/18 rev. 2.
/
· Remarks by Chair of the CAJP
The Chair welcomed the ambassadors, permanent representatives of the member states, delegates, officials of the General Secretariat, and representatives of the specialized organizations present. He referred to the background to the subject of the meeting and the mandates issued by the General Assembly to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) regarding the study and report to be submitted to the Committee by the two bodies at the meeting. He concluded with words of appreciation for the support and collaboration of the Department of International Law (DIL) and the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR for holding this meeting. He indicated that the outcomes of the meeting would be included in the report that the CAJP would submit to the Permanent Council with a view to its subsequent transmission to the General Assembly for consideration at its next regular session. 
· Presentation of the IACHR by the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights

The presentation, made via videoconference by Dr. Soledad García Muñoz, Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights, can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.404/17.
· Presentation and consideration of the report prepared by the CJI on this subject matter, by the Department of International Law (CJI/doc.522/17 rev. 2)
The presentation made by Dr. Magaly McLean, Senior Counsel of the DIL, may be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.409/17.

· Exchange of national practices—including legislation and case law—and multilateral initiatives at the regional and global level:
/ 
The delegations of Mexico, Chile, Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Brazil thanked the Chair for convening the meeting, as well as Dr. García Muñoz, representative of the IACHR, and Dr. McLean, representative of the CJI, for their presentations. 
The delegations agreed in their interventions on the importance of strengthening coordination between global and inter-American initiatives, in order to effectively address the subject of the meeting. They underscored the importance of the United Nations Guiding Principles for Business and Human Rights as a universal benchmark for this purpose. The delegations shared information on the legal and institutional developments in the promotion and protection of human rights in business in their countries, among other aspects. Some delegations made reference to their National Action Plans for implementing these Guiding Principles. 
Following the interventions, the Committee decided:

1. To take note of the presentation by the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights on the study of inter-American standards in relation to business and human rights, entrusted to the IACHR by resolution AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17);

2. To take note of the presentation of the DIL and the report “Conscious and Effective Regulations for Companies in the Sphere of Human Rights” (CJI/doc.522/17 rev. 2), adopted pursuant to CJI resolution CJI/RES. 232 (XCI-O/17), in keeping with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16) ; and to accept the offer of the CJI to continue working on the subject, should the General Assembly so decide;
3. To take note of the comments of the delegations during the exchange of national practices—including legislation and case law—and multilateral initiatives at the regional and global level;

4. To invite member states to consider implementing, where applicable, the recommendations made by the CJI in the report presented.
5. To request the DIL to disseminate the report of the CJI and the international standards in place on business and human rights, and that it follow up on the work of the United Nations Human Rights Council’s open-ended intergovernmental working group (OEIGWG) on transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights; and
6. To request the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, through the DIL, to prepare a rapporteur’s report on the special meeting, which will be included in the report that the CAJP will submit to the Permanent Council, in keeping with Article 32 of its Rules of Procedure, with a view to its subsequent transmission to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth regular session, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17).
Prior to adjourning the meeting, the Chair asked the delegations to note that the next special working meeting of the CAJP, on strengthening cooperation with the International Criminal Court would be held on March 15, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2909 (XLVII-O/17).
There being no further business to consider, the meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m.
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�.	The structure and time allocation were approved by the Committee at its meeting of November 2, 2017. 


�.	A summary of the remarks made by member states under this item on the order of business will be included in the rapporteur’s report prepared by the DIL. 





