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Summary of the special session to assess the status of implementation
of the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and
the “Right to Identity” held on November 15, 2018
The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Leonidas Rosa, the Permanent Representative of Honduras and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).  The meeting was called to order at 2:44 p.m. 
The regulatory quorum was established with the representatives of Argentina, Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, United States, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, México, Panamá, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2018/CP_CAJP_3479-11-15-2018.MP3
· Approval of the draft order of business

The Committee adopted the draft order of business (CP/CAJP-3479/18 rev. 2) without change.
· Comments by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
The Chair welcomed the ambassadors, permanent representatives, and delegates of the permanent missions of the member states and permanent observer states, as well as the members of the General Secretariat.  He also greeted the officials of national civil registry and identification institutions in member states and thanked them for their presence, in addition to the panelists invited from the following organizations:  the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB); the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR); and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

The Chair then referred to the background of the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity,” the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA), and the mandate of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2928 (XLVIII-O/18) on holding this special meeting.  He described the scope and nature of the right to identity as a fundamental right recognized in international human rights instruments, and the need to ensure reliable, accessible, and efficient universal registries as an essential guarantee for enjoyment of this right.
He concluded by thanking the Department for Effective Public Management (DEPM) for organizing this special meeting, and especially Ambassador James Lambert, Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, Mrs. María Fernanda Trigo, Director of the DEPM, and Mrs. Rebeca Omaña, Coordinator of PUICA.

· Report on the status of implementation of the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas

Mrs. Rebeca Omaña, Coordinator of PUICA, presented a report on the status of implementation of the program.  Mrs. Omaña’s statement can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.503/18.

· Presentations of the panelists:

· The presentation on “civil identity as a tool for providing public services in the Americas” by Mrs. Estefanía Calderón, Consultant on Digital Government in the Innovation in Citizen Services Division of the IDB, can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.504/18.
· The presentation on “eradication of statelessness in the Americas:  advances and challenges related to birth registration,” was made by Juan Ignacio Mondelli, Regional Legal Advisor of the Office for the Americas of the UNHCR’s Regional Legal Unit.  His statement can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.502/18.
· La presentation on “civil identity in the 2030 sustainable development agenda:  the status of the Americas and other regions of the developing world” was made by Ms. Claudia Cappa, Principal Advisor on Child Protection and Development Statistics for UNICEF.  Her statement can be can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.499/18.
· Exchange of best practices and national experiences on civil identity and progress towards achieving the goal of universal birth registration by 2030:
/
· Presentation by the Civil Registry and Identification Directors and participants from member states 
· The presentation by Juan José D’Amico, the National Director of the Argentine National Registry of Persons, can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.493/18
· The presentation by Jorge Álvarez Vásquez, the National Director of the Chilean Civil Registry and Identification Service, can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.494/18.

· The presentation by Juan Carlos Galindo Vácha, the Colombian National Civil Registrar, can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.500/18.

· The presentation by Jorge Troya Fuertes, the Ecuadorian Director-General for Civil Registry, Identification, and Documentation, can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.501/18.

· The presentation by Rolando Kattan, Coordinator of the Honduran Supervisory Board of the National Registry of Persons [Junta Interventora del Registro Nacional de las Personas], can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.495/18.

· The presentation by Roberto Zárate Rosas, Assistant Director-General of the National Registry of Mexico, can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.496/18.

· The presentation by Gilberto Estrada, Director-General of Identification Certification of the Panamanian Electoral Tribunal, can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.497/18.

· The presentation by Luis Esquivel Sánchez, Director-General of the Civil Status Registry of Paraguay, can be found in document CP/CAJP/INF.498/18.


Mr. Luis Bolaños Bolaños, Director-General of the Civil Registry of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal of Costa Rica and Mrs. Rosario Graciano de los Santos, a full member of the Central Electoral Board of the Dominican Republic, also took the floor on this item of the order of business..
· Intervention by member states
Ambassador Rita Claverie, the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Hugo Cayrús, the Permanent Representative of Uruguay, and members of the delegations of Haiti, Peru, and Brazil shared information on the civil registry systems in their countries. 
Upon concluding the presentations, the Committee agreed: 
1. To take note of the 2010-2018 Progress Report on the Universal Civil Registry Program in the Americas, document CP/CAJP/INF.491/18.
2. To take further note of the presentations of the panelists invited to speak on behalf of the IDB, UNHCR, and UNICEF.
3. Additionally, to take note of statements made by directors and national officials of civil registries, as well as delegations of member states during the exchange of views on best practices and national experiences on civil identity and progress towards achieving the goal of universal registration of births by 2030.
4. To request the DEPM to prepare a rapporteur’s report on this special meeting, to be incorporated into the report that the CAJP will present to the Permanent Council, in accordance with Article 32 of its Rules of Procedure, to be subsequently submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-ninth regular session; and
5. To report on the results of this special meeting to the Permanent Council as soon as possible, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2928 (XLVIII-O/18).
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m.
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�.	A summary of the statements made by the Civil Registry and Identification Directors and participants and the delegations of member states under this item on the order of business will be provided in the rapporteur’s report which the Committee requested of the DEPM. 





