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Summary of the special meeting to share information and national experiences 
in social inclusion of persons with disabilities, held on December 4, 2018
The meeting was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Leonidas Rosa, Permanent Representative of Honduras and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP). It was called to order at 3:10 p.m.
The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, United States, and Uruguay.

The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: http://scm.oas.org/audios/2018/CP_CAJP_3482-12-04-2018.MP3
· Adoption of the draft order of business


The Committee adopted as submitted the draft order of business, CP/CAJP-3482/18 rev. 2.

· Remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
The Chair welcomed the ambassadors, permanent representatives, and delegates of the permanent missions of the member states and of the permanent observer states, as well as the General Secretariat officials.

In his remarks, the Chair spoke about the commemoration of International Day of Persons with Disabilities (December 3), proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly since 1992 to promote the rights and well-being of persons with disabilities in all areas of society and in development, and to raise awareness about their situation in the arenas of political, social, economic, and cultural life. 

The Chair noted that “empowering people with disabilities and ensuring their inclusiveness and equality” is the slogan chosen for 2018, which the United Nations was using to focus the efforts of governments and societies to ensure inclusive and equal development for persons with disabilities and to deliver on the commitment undertaken in the 2030 Agenda to “leave no one behind.” 

He further recalled that the OAS General Assembly, bearing in mind the Sustainable Development Goals and the commitments the states undertook to promote the rights of persons with disabilities, specifically stated that it was necessary and important for this meeting to be held on International Day of Persons with Disabilities and to exchange experiences and best practices with a view to promoting awareness of the situation facing persons with disabilities, recognition of their human rights, and protection of their dignity.

The Chair noted as well that this marked the first time that the CAJP was addressing public awareness, workplace inclusion, and education for persons with disabilities under the new Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (PAD 2016-2026), adopted last June by the General Assembly.

Lastly, he thanked the Department of Social Inclusion (DSI) of the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity for its support and collaboration in organizing this meeting, and further thanked the delegation of Guatemala and the Permanent Observer Mission of Spain to the OAS for the cultural event preceding the meeting.

· Publicizing implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2016-2026)

Ms. Betilde Muñoz-Pogossian, the DSI Director, gave a presentation on initiatives undertaken by DSI to publicize implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and the PAD. Director Muñoz-Pogossian’s statement is contained in document CP/CAJP/INF.506/18.

· Panel discussion on progress and challenges in the Hemisphere for the educational and workplace inclusion of persons with disabilities:

· The presentation by Mr. Anderson Sant’Anna de Oliveira, Chair of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS), is contained in document CP/CAJP/INF.511/18.

· The presentation by Mr. Ignacio Calderón, Theory of Education Professor, University of Málaga, Spain, is contained in document CP/CAJP/INF.509/18.

· The presentation by Mr. Juan Ángel de Gouveia, Vice President of the Latin American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS) and President of the Venezuelan Confederation of the Deaf, is contained in document CP/CAJP/INF.510/18.

· The presentation by Ms. Gabriela Martinez, Director of the Associative Movement of the Mexican Confederation of Organizations for Persons with Intellectual Disability (CONFE), is contained in document CP/CAJP/INF.507/18.

· The video presentation by Mr. Enrique Rispa Ramírez and Mr. Ricardo A. Guerrero Custodio, President and Vice President of Asociación Generando Sonrisas del Perú, is contained in document CP/CAJP/INF.508/18.

· Sharing of national experiences

· Remarks by member states:
/
Ambassador Carlos Alberto Játiva, Permanent Representative of Ecuador and Chair of the Permanent Council, as well as the delegations of Honduras, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Paraguay, Canada, Peru, the United States, El Salvador, Argentina, Panama, Mexico, Chile, Colombia, and Brazil shared information on legal and institutional developments in social inclusion of persons with disabilities in their respective countries. 

Following the remarks, the Committee decided to: 

1. Take note of the presentations made by the Chair of CEDDIS, the representatives of academia and civil society, as well as by the Director of the DSI;

2. Take note of the comments made by the delegations during the sharing of information and national experiences on the social inclusion of persons with disabilities; and

3. Request that the DSI prepare a rapporteur’s report on the special meeting, which will be incorporated into the report to be submitted by the CAJP to the Permanent Council, pursuant to Article 32 of its Rules of Procedure, so that it may subsequently be forwarded to the General Assembly at its forty-ninth regular session.

Before adjourning the meeting, the Chair asked the delegations to note that on December 11, the Committee would be holding its last regular meeting for 2018. For its part, the delegation of Guatemala announced the possibility of getting the CD of the choral group Coro Voces de Luz y Expresión del Silencio de Guatemala for interested delegations.

There being no further business to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m.
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�.	The remarks made by member states under this item on the order of business will be summarized in the rapporteur’s report that the Committee requested from the DSI. 





