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Summary of the special meeting on promotion and protection of human rights in business 
held on March 7, 2019
The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Leonidas Rosa, Permanent Representative of Honduras and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP). The meeting was called to order at 2:50 p.m.
The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting may be obtained at the following link:  http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2019/CP_CAJP_3488-03-07-2019.MP3  
1. Adoption of the order of business

The Committee adopted the order of business, document CP/CAJP-3488/18 rev. 1 without amendment.
The Chair welcomed all those present and offered a brief overview of the consideration given to the issue of human rights and business on the Organization’s agenda, as well as mentioning the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly on the subject. He said that the meeting marked the first occasion on which the CAJP had received representatives of the private sector, academia, civil society, and international agencies to address current perspectives on human rights and business, and he invited delegations to share their countries’ experience and best practices in the promotion and protection of human rights in that sphere. He concluded by expressing acknowledgment and appreciation for the support and collaboration of the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in organizing the meeting.
2. Presentation by the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the progress of the consultations and work to prepare the report “Human Rights and Business: An Inter-American Standard”
The presentation by Ms. Soledad García Muñoz, Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights, may be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.558/19.
3. Exchange of information and domestic good practices, including legislation, jurisprudence, and multilateral initiatives at the regional and international level:
· Current perspectives on business and human rights: participation by experts on the subject:
· The video presentation by Mr. Ronaldo Fleury, Attorney General for Labor of Brazil, is available for consultation in document CP/CAJP/INF.549/19.
· The presentation by Mr. Enrique Guadarrama, Second Inspector General of the National Committee for Human Rights of Mexico, is available for consultation in document CP/CAJP/INF.560/19.
· Ms. Katya Salazar, Executive Director of the Due Process of Law Foundation, referred in her presentation to some of the main precedents in relation to promotion and protection of human rights in business from the point of view of the inter-American human rights system. She also mentioned the next steps and challenges for the OAS in that regard.
· The presentation by Mr. Humberto Cantú, Executive Director of the Institute of Human Rights and Business of the University of Monterrey, Mexico, may be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.559/19.
· The video presentation by Ms. Julia Mello Neiva, researcher and representative of the Business and Human Rights Resource Centre, may be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.549/19.
· The presentation by Mr. Carlos López, Senior Legal Advisor of the International Commission Jurists, may be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.561/19.
· Ms. Anita Ramasastry, member of the United Nations Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, referred in her presentation to the work and discussions that have been taking place in the framework of the Working Group in recent years, as well as alluding to progress and initiatives carried out in the region.
· The video presentation of Ms. Birgit Gerstenberg, Regional Representative for South America the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, may be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.546/19.
· The video presentation by Mr. Salvador Ortega López, President/Business Ombudsman of Unidad Industrial Iztapalapa, A.C. of Mexico, may be consulted in document CP/CAJP/INF.548/19.
· Comments by member states 
/
Ambassador Carlos Alberto Játiva, Permanent Representative of Ecuador; Ambassador Montserrat Solano, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica; and the delegations of Colombia, Chile, Brazil, Paraguay, Argentina, Peru, Canada, and Mexico expressed appreciation for the presentations and shared information on the topics addressed at the meeting in relation to the promotion and protection of human rights in business. 
Following the remarks, the Committee decided to: 
1. Take note of the presentation by the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the progress of the consultations and work to prepare the report “Human Rights and Business: An Inter-American Standard.”
2. Take note of the presentations given by government experts and representatives of the private sector, academia, the United Nations, civil society, and other international agencies on current perspectives on human rights and business.
3. Take note of the remarks made by the delegations during the exchange of information and domestic good practices, including legislation, jurisprudence, and multilateral initiatives at the regional and international level, in relation to promotion and protection of human rights in business.
4. To request the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights to prepare a report on the meeting, which will be included in the report presented by the CAJP to the Permanent Council in accordance with Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure. 
There being no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
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�.	The remarks by delegations of member states on this item on the order of business will be summarized in the report requested by the Committee from the Office of the Special Rapporteur. 





