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Summary of the working meeting to share best practices in the nomination and selection of candidates to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, held on March 21, 2019
The meeting was presided over by Ambassador Leonidas Rosa, Permanent Representative of Honduras and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP). The meeting was called to order at 10:47 a.m. 

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, United States, and Uruguay.

The audio recording of the meeting is available from the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2019/CP_CAJP_3495-03-21-2019.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Committee adopted the draft order of business, document CP/CAJP-3495/19.
2. Follow-up to the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2928 (XLVIII-O/18) “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”: Gender equity and balanced geographic and legal-system representation on the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
· Exchange of best practices in the nomination and selection of candidates to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, as appropriate, with a view to promoting in both institutions gender parity and balance among the different regions and legal systems of the Hemisphere
· The remarks by Ms. Katya Salazar, Executive Director of the Due Process of Law Foundation (DPLF), can be found at CP/CAJP/INF.569/19.

· A video of the presentation offered by Dr. Naomi Roht-Arriaza, professor at the University of California, Hastings College of the Law, can be viewed at CP/CAJP/INF.572/19.

· The remarks by Ms. Liliana Gamboa, Advocacy Officer for the Open Society Justice Initiative, can be viewed at CP/CAJP/INF.578/19. Ms. Gamboa also presented the report “Strengthening from within. Law and Practice in the Selection of Judges and Human Rights Judges and Commissioners,” which can be found at CP/CAJP/INF.579/19.

· Ms. Viviana Krsticevic, Executive Director of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), the presenting panel’s final speaker, cited a number of challenges and opportunities posed by the mandates issued by the General Assembly at its three most recent regular sessions, in regard to nominating and selecting candidates to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.


The delegations of Mexico, United States, Panama, Brazil, Argentina, Canada, and Paraguay expressed their appreciation for the presentations and recommendations of the invited panelists and emphasized their relevance and timeliness in light of the elections for members of the IACHR due to be held at the next regular session of the General Assembly. A number of these delegations shared information on the process for nominating national candidates to positions in international organizations, including those of an adjudicatory nature, as well as information on internal evaluation processes used to select the best candidates for such positions. 

At the conclusion of the participants’ remarks, the Chair proposed that the CAJP take note of the introductory presentations by the academic sector, the DPLF, the Open Society Justice Initiative, and CEJIL, as well as of comments made by delegations during the exchange of best practices in the nomination and selection of candidates to the IACHR and the Inter-American Court, and to submit a report thereon to the Permanent Council and the General Assembly, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2928 (XLVIII-O/18). 


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
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