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The General Committee is a permanent committee of the Permanent Council, composed of one representative of each member state.  The chair and vice chair of the Permanent Council serve, respectively, as chair and vice chair of the General Committee.  The functions of the Committee are established in Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.


This Draft Work Plan for the 2008 term is presented to the members of the General Committee for consideration, so as to facilitate the timely and effective examination of the matters entrusted to the Committee.

I.  INTRODUCTION

Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council assigns the following functions to the General Committee:

a.
To advise the Permanent Council and its chair on matters that are within the area of competence of the Council and that, not having been assigned to other committees, have been assigned to the General Committee; 
b.
To consider the course and coordination of the work of the Council and its committees and to make recommendations thereon to the Council, its chair, and the committee chairs.  For that purpose, it may establish a subcommittee on coordination composed of the committee chairs; the chair of the General Committee shall serve as chair of the Subcommittee on Coordination; 
c.
To examine periodically, by mandate of the Permanent Council, current working methods and procedures, so as to maximize efficiency and bring about the best possible use of time in the work of the Council;

d.
To consider the reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, with the exception of those reports assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs under these Rules of Procedure; likewise, to submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council;
e.
To consider other reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities, as well as the reports presented by the units of the General Secretariat; 
f.
To prepare draft resolutions on the topics assigned to it by the Permanent Council or those not within the purview of other permanent committees; and

g.
Such other functions as may be assigned by the Permanent Council.

This Draft Work Plan proposes activities and a calendar for fulfillment of the mandates assigned to the General Committee, while recognizing that during the year other matters may be entrusted to the Committee, as provided in the aforementioned article.
II. GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS ASSIGNED
TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
/

The Permanent Council assigned to the General Committee the consideration of the mandates issued in the following resolutions, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session:

1. AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere”

2. AG/RES. 2319 (XXXVII-O/07), “Celebration of the Centennial of OAS Headquarters”

3. AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Year of Women”

4. AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”

5. AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”

6. AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”

7. AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07), “Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere”

8. AG/RES. 2344 (XXXVII-O/07), “Citizen Participation and Strengthening of Democracy in the Hemisphere”

III. OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES ASSIGNED TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
/
The Permanent Council assigned to the General Committee for consideration the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, to the presented under Article 91.f of the OAS Charter:

1. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (cidi)
2. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

3. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

4. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

5. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

6. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

7. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

8. Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

9. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
10. Secretary General

As for the deadlines for presentation of the reports, Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council states: “The annual and special reports to be presented by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in compliance with Article 91.f of the Charter shall be delivered to the Permanent Council through the secretary general at least 90 days before the opening of each regular session of the General Assembly”; “The Permanent Council shall examine only those reports presented within the statutory deadline and shall submit its observations and recommendations to the General Assembly for consideration.  Reports that have been examined shall be circulated as reference documents”; “In the case of reports presented after the statutory deadline, the Permanent Council shall notify the General Assembly of the failure of the respective organ, agency, or entity of the Organization to comply and shall recommend measures to promote compliance with these rules.  It may also make observations and recommendations on substantive matters addressed in a report submitted after the deadline”; and “In keeping with the provisions of Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the said reports shall in all cases be transmitted to the governments of the member states not less than 30 days before the scheduled opening date of the regular session of the General Assembly.”
Therefore, in order to comply with the applicable provisions, reports must be delivered no later than March 3, 2008.  The following calendar is proposed for consideration of the reports:


February-March 2008 – The General Committee meets to consider the annual reports received and the draft resolutions proposed.

April 2008 – The General Committee prepares its observations and recommendations on the annual reports.

April 30, 2008 – The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.

IV. ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE AND WORK CALENDAR
2008

	RESOLUTION
	MANDATE
	TIMEFRAME AND ACTIVITY

	AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07)  
Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere

	2.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on developments in this regard.
	April 30, 2008:

The General Committee reports to the Permanent Council.

	AG/RES. 2319 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Celebration of the Centennial of OAS Headquarters


	4.
To request the Permanent Council to provide the necessary support for the implementation of this resolution and to submit a report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
	March 26, 2008:

The General Committee receives a progress report on the plan’s implementation.

April 30, 2008:

The General Committee reports to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07)
Inter-American Year of Women


	2. To request the Permanent Council to form a working group to prepare a program of activities for the Inter-American Year of Women, which shall provide for participation by officials of governments, parliaments, international organizations, civil society, and the private sector, and shall identify sources of funding for those activities.

3. To request the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women to support the activities of the working group.

4. To create a specific fund to finance activities related to the Inter-American Year of Women, open to contributions by member states, permanent observers, international organizations, civil society, the private sector, and the international community in general.

5. To request the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution in accordance with the resources provided in the program-budget of the Organization of American States and other resources.

To request the Permanent Council to present a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
	February, 2008:

The General Committee installs the working group, the secretariat of which will be the Executive Secretariat of the CIM.

March 2008:

The General Committee receives a progress report on the efforts of the working group and on the specific fund created to finance the activities of the Inter-American Year of Women (2010).

April 30, 2008

The General Committee reports to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality


	3. Once again to request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates handed down by this Assembly, by the Summits of the Americas, and by the IAP to:

a. Continue its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into its resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as the case may be, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis, drawing upon the expertise of the CIM; and

b. Consider increasing the resources allocated to the CIM in the program-budget, enabling it fully to carry out its mandates.

4…..

5.            To urge the Secretary General to:

a.
Convene, in 2008, the Third Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States and to take the steps necessary to allocate the funds needed for it to be held.

b.
Continue promoting, with support from the CIM, full implementation of the IAP so as to achieve integration of a gender perspective into all programs and policies of the Organization of American States (OAS);

g.
Report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of this resolution by the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system.


	February 2008
The Secretary General presents a follow-up report to the Permanent Council through the General Committee, as well as a proposed date for the Third Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States and a proposed agenda.

March-April 2008

The General Committee receives and considers the General Secretariat follow-up report on the implementation of mandates and the corresponding draft resolution.

April 30, 2008 

The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter

	1. To recognize the important role of participation by civil society in the consolidation of representative democracy and that this participation constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development policies; and, in that regard, to instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with civil society organizations, under the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES.  759 (1217/99), to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Democratic Charter.

2. To reaffirm as applicable the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.”

3. To request the Permanent Council to:

· Examine the principal challenges to democratic governance, especially those related to strengthening democratic institutions and promoting economic and social development; and

· Hold a meeting in the first half of each year to review activities undertaken by the Organization in the preceding calendar year to promote and strengthen democracy.

4. To entrust the General Secretariat with coordinating the activities and programs of the various offices of the General Secretariat relating to the promotion of democracy, in accordance with the Inter-American Democratic Charter, so as to be more effective in fulfilling the mandates on the inter-American agenda.

8.
To recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the legislative branches of the member states in their efforts at modernization and institution-building, as well as interparliamentary cooperation and dialogue in the legislative treatment of priority topics on the inter-American agenda.

9…..

10.
To request the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on all cases in which action on his part is envisaged in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 

11.
To request the Secretariat to prepare a report for consideration by the Permanent Council, setting forth the best practices developed by the OAS electoral observation missions during the three years prior to adoption of this resolution, on recent OAS electoral observation missions, containing best practices, for subsequent consideration by the Permanent Council.

12.
To reaffirm the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES.  2195 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strengthening Political Parties and Other Political Organizations for Democratic Governance.”

13….

14.
To ensure that the actions and programs proposed in this resolution will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

15.
To request the Secretary General to report to the Permanent Council on the implementation of this resolution.

16.
To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.


	February 2008
The General Committee considers the date, agenda, and guest speakers for the special meeting with civil society organizations and presents its recommendations to the Permanent Council.

March 2008
· The General Committee receives the General Secretariat’s  report on best  practices  develop by the OAS electoral observations missions.

· The Secretary General presents the report mentioned in operative paragraph 10 and others of this resolution.

April  2008
The Secretary General reports on measures adopted in fulfillment of the mandates issued in resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2195 (XXXVI-O/06) and submits proposals for its consideration.  

· The General Committee receives and considers documents on challenges to democratic governance.

· The General Committee considers matters related to the meeting to be held by the Permanent Council to review activities undertaken by the Organization to promote and strengthen democracy.

April 2008

The General Committee considers the report and any draft resolution presented.

April 30, 2008

The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07) 
“Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”


	9. To take note of the offer by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará, to be held in late 2007.

10. To request the Permanent Council to follow up on implementation of this resolution and to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on MESECVI operations and on the outcome of the first evaluation round.


	February 2008
· The General Committee considers the place, date, and agenda of the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará and presents its recommendation to the Permanent Council.

April 30, 2008

The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere


	8.
To instruct the General Secretariat to include in its activity reports on the promotion of democracy the progress made in carrying out this mandate.

9.
To thank the Government of El Salvador for holding the IV Inter-American Meeting of Election Officials. To request the Permanent Council to convene an “Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies,” to be held in Caracas Venezuela, during the last quarter of 2007, for the purpose of exchanging experiences and best practices in the countries of the Hemisphere on, among other things, voter identification systems, voter registration procedures, and automated election systems and whose conclusions will be submitted to the V Inter-American Meeting of Election Officials.
10.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

	February 2008
· The General Committee considers the date, format, and program for the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies and makes a recommendation to the Permanent Council.

April 2008

The General Committee considers the report and any draft resolution presented.

April 30, 2008
The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.



	AG/RES. 2344 (XXXVII-O/07) 
Citizen Participation and Strengthening of Democracy in the Americas


	3.
To request that the Permanent Council, with the support of the Secretariat for Political Affairs and inviting broad sectors of society, hold a special meeting to share experiences on the diverse ways that the member states are using to promote citizen participation in all activities of society.
4.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, which will be carried out within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 


	March 2008
The General Committee considers the date, agenda, and guest speakers for the special meeting and makes a recommendation to the Permanent Council.

April 2008

The General Committee considers the report and any draft resolution presented.




	V.  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS, 2008
/


	February – May 2008


	February 20, 2008
2:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
	Consideration of the Draft Work Plan of the Committee for the -2008 Term
· AG/RES. 2327: The General Committee considers the date, agenda, and guest speakers for the special meeting with civil society organizations. It will present its recommendations to the Permanent Council 
· AG/RES. 2322: The General Committee installs the working group, the secretariat of which will be the Executive Secretariat of the CIM.
· AG/RES. 2324: The General Committee receives and considers the General Secretariat follow-up report on the implementation of mandates issued and on the convocation of the Third Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States.

AG/RES. 2330: The General Committee considers the place, date, and agenda of the Second Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará and presents its recommendation to the Permanent Council
· AG/RES. 2337: The General Committee considers the date, format, and program for the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies and makes a recommendation to the Permanent Council 


	March 5, 2008
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.


	· AG/RES. 2327: The Secretary General reports on measures adopted in fulfillment of the mandates issued in resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2195 (XXXVI-O/06) and submits proposals for its consideration.  The report will include the results of the Secretary General’s coordination efforts with other regional and subregional organizations and civil society organizations for the purposes cited.

· The General Committee considers matters related to the meeting to be held by the Permanent Council to review activities undertaken by the Organization to promote and strengthen democracy.

· AG/RES. 2344: The General Committee considers the date, agenda, and guest speakers for the special meeting of the Permanent Council to share experiences on the diverse ways that the member states are using to promote citizen participation in all activities of society. 


	March 12, 2007

3:00 – 5:30 p.m.
	The Secretary General presents reports on:

i. Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women;
ii. Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women;

iii. Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality;

iv. OAS Gender Training Program;

The Committee considers annual reports of:

i.   Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
ii.      Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
iii.    Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)



	March 26,  2008

3:00 – 5:30 p.m.
	· AG/RES. 2319: The General Secretariat presents the comprehensive plan developed by the Committee for Celebration of the Centennial of OAS headquarters and on resources mobilized for execution of the planned activities.

The General Committee considers annual reports of:
i.     Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAT)
ii.    Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

iii.   Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)


	April 9,2008
3:00 -5:30 p.m.
	· AG/RES. 2322: The General Committee receives a progress report on the efforts of the working group and on the specific fund created to finance the activities of the Inter-American Year of Women (2010).
· AG/RES. 2324: The General Committee receives and considers the General Secretariat follow-up report on the implementation of mandates and the corresponding draft resolution.
· AG/RES. 2337: The Secretary General presents the report mentioned in operative paragraph 10, the report on best practices of electoral observations and others of this resolution.
· AG/RES: 2301: The Committee considers a report on Free  Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere and the draft resolution, if any.
The Committee  considers annual reports of:

i. Inter-American Indian Institute (III)
ii. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
iii. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

iv. Secretary General



	April 23, 2008
3:00 -  5:30 p.m.
	The General Committee considers all reports and preliminary draft resolutions not yet taken up.


	April 30, 2008


	The General Committee presents to the Permanent Council the reports, observations, and recommendations on all the mandates entrusted to it.
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�.	Assignment of Mandates Issued by the General Assembly at its Thirty-seventh Regular Session (approved by the Permanent Council on July 12, 2007), document CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 2.


�.	Assignment of mandates approved by the Permanent Council on July 12, 2007, document CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 2.


�.	This calendar is subject to change as other meetings are scheduled for follow-up on topics included in the Committee’s work plan and for addressing other matters that may be assigned to the Committee for consideration, in keeping with Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. 





