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I. MANDATES
Pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the General Committee has the following functions: 
a.
To advise the Permanent Council and its chair on matters that are within the area of competence of the Council and that, not having been assigned to other committees, have been assigned to the General Committee;
b.
To consider the course and coordination of the work of the Council and its committees and to make recommendations thereon to the Council, its chair, and the committee chairs.  For that purpose, it may establish a subcommittee on coordination composed of the committee chairs; the chair of the General Committee shall serve as chair of the Subcommittee on Coordination;
c.
To examine periodically, by mandate of the Permanent Council, current working methods and procedures, so as to maximize efficiency and bring about the best possible use of time in the work of the Council;
d.
To consider the reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, with the exception of those reports assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs under these Rules of Procedure; likewise, to submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council;
e.
To consider other reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities, as well as the reports presented by the units of the General Secretariat;
f.
To prepare draft resolutions on the topics assigned to it by the Permanent Council or those not within the purview of other permanent committees; and
g.
Such other functions as may be assigned by the Permanent Council.
It should be noted that, under Article 13 of the Rules of Procedure, committees may establish subcommittees and working groups, and must specify their mandate in each case.
It bears recalling, by way of reference for the draft resolutions that might be presented to the General Committee, that the Permanent Council, in compliance with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, agreed at its meeting of July 12, 2007, that, pursuant to the aforementioned Article 16, the General Committee would be responsible for following up on the mandates in the resolutions listed below, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session (CP/doc. 4238/07 rev. 2):

1. AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere”
2. AG/RES. 2319 (XXXVII-O/07), “Celebration of the Centennial of OAS Headquarters”
3. AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Year of Women”
4. AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”
5. AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”
6. AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”
7. AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07), “Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere”
8. AG/RES. 2344 (XXXVII-O/07), “Citizen Participation and Strengthening of Democracy in the Hemisphere”
II.
DRAFT RESOLUTION WORK PLAN
With a view to making the Committee more efficient in its presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session, the Chair would like to make some suggestions (Annex I), as is being done in other Permanent Council committees, that may be help the Committee move forward in its work. Annex II contains a table for tracking the proposals to be presented to the Committee for consideration and lists the documents submitted to date.
Michael I. King
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Barbados
to the Organization of American States
Chair, General Committee
ANNEX I
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE PRESENTATION AND NEGOTIATION 
OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS IN THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
(2008)

The following suggestions could serve as basic guidelines for the presentation and negotiation of resolutions: 

· Set April 28 as the deadline for the presentation of draft resolutions.
· Present draft resolutions that are more succinct, with clear objectives and specific mandates and outcomes. To that end, efforts will be made to:
· Reduce the number of preambular paragraphs.
· Reduce the number of operative paragraphs.
· Minimize the number of paragraphs in resolutions that serve only to renew mandates.
· Avoid unnecessary repetition of identical paragraphs in different resolutions.
· Adopt standard formats for operative paragraphs requesting the presentation of reports.
· Exhortations to sign, ratify, or accede to international instruments are considered important and should be maintained; the viability of doing so in a single resolution will be explored.
· Prepare an omnibus resolution for follow-up of the work of the organs, agencies, and entities whose reports the General Committee is to receive.
· Resolutions containing new mandates with budgetary implications will be referred to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).
· Some resolutions might be presented every two or three years, rather than each year.
· Identify ways to gather resolutions together by similar thematic areas, combining texts into small omnibus resolutions.
· During the negotiation process, if they decide it is appropriate, delegations will seek to reach agreements in informal consultations prior to taking up matters in formal discussions.
· During the negotiation process, group the resolutions together into similar thematic areas.
ANNEX II
TABLE FOR TRACKING THE DRAFT RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
(2008)
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	CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society

Presented by CITEL 
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	Report on the Situation of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)

Presented by CITEL 


	CP/CG-1726/08
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