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INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council installed the General Committee at its meeting of July 7, 2010, in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure.  Pursuant to Article 15 of the aforementioned Rules of Procedure, its officers shall be the Chair and the Vice Chair of the Permanent Council. 

In addition to what is set out in the Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council entrusted the General Committee with the consideration and implementation of seven resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session and asked it to consider seven annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.

MANDATES

Pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the General Committee has the following functions: 
a.
To advise the Permanent Council and its chair on matters that are within the area of competence of the Council and that, not having been assigned to other committees, have been assigned to the General Committee;
b.
To consider the course and coordination of the work of the Council and its committees and to make recommendations thereon to the Council, its chair, and the committee chairs.  For that purpose, it may establish a subcommittee on coordination composed of the committee chairs; the chair of the General Committee shall serve as chair of the Subcommittee on Coordination;
c.
To examine periodically, by mandate of the Permanent Council, current working methods and procedures, so as to maximize efficiency and bring about the best possible use of time in the work of the Council;
d.
To consider the reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, with the exception of those reports assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs under these Rules of Procedure; likewise, to submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council;
e.
To consider other reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities, as well as the reports presented by the units of the General Secretariat;
f.
To prepare draft resolutions on the topics assigned to it by the Permanent Council or those not within the purview of other permanent committees; and

g.
Such other functions as may be assigned by the Permanent Council.
In accordance with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council, at its meetings of July 7 and 21, 2010, decided that the General Committee would be responsible for the following mandates issued by the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session (CP/doc.4498/10 rev. 2):

1.
AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10)
Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of  the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém Do Pará”
2.
AG/RES. 2545 (XL-O/10)
Promotion by the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) of Cooperation for the Development and Dissemination of Information and Communication Technologies in the Americas

3.
AG/RES.2547 (XL-O/10)
Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere

4.
AG/RES. 2548 (XL-O/10)
Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors 

5.
AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10)
Consumer Protection: Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas

6.
AG/RES. 2560 (XL-O/10)
Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women

7.
AG/RES. 2561 (XL-O/10)
Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality

8.
Observations and recommendations on the following annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the OAS Charter) 
/
a.
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

b.
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

c.
Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

d.
Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

e.
Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

f.
Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

g.
Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

WORKING PROCEDURES

The Chair suggests that at least six meetings be held –two each month– the last two of which would be dedicated to the presentation of annual reports by the organs, agencies, and entities and to consideration of those reports and the corresponding draft resolutions.

Additionally, the Chair would like to submit the following operational and practical guidelines for the presentation and negotiation of resolutions, without thereby altering existing regulations or affecting in any way the right of member states to present proposals for possible consideration by the General Assembly.
· Set Monday, April 18, 2011, as the deadline for submission of draft resolutions to the General Committee. 
/
· Begin and end meetings punctually, as scheduled.

· Limit the time allotted for negotiating each resolution (for example, 20 minutes per each meeting). The time allotted will depend on the number of resolutions to be considered at the respective meeting.

· With respect to resolutions already considered by the General Assembly, the Chair proposes that only new  text of those resolutions be negotiated.  In this regard, delegations should highlight in bold the new text in each draft resolution presented in order to facilitate this process.

· Submit in writing any proposed changes during the course of negotiations to the Secretariat.
· Prepare draft resolutions that are more succinct, with clear objectives and specific mandates and outcomes.  Whenever possible:

· Reduce the number of preambular paragraphs

· Reduce the number of operative paragraphs.

·  Minimize the number of paragraphs in resolutions that serve only to renew mandates

· Avoid  repetition of identical paragraphs in different resolutions

· Adopt standard formats for operatives paragraphs requesting the presentation of reports
· That the delegations consider incorporating “termination clauses” in draft resolutions, by weighing carefully whether it is truly necessary to continue informing upcoming General Assemblies on the implementation of said resolutions. so as to address  issues or mandates that are not ongoing and provide for a term or period for fulfillment.
· Given the Organization’s budgetary constraints, consider limiting the number of special meetings. If special meetings are proposed, take into account the date selected for them so that they are not held after mid-March 2012 and are preferably spread out uniformly throughout the year, including some in the second half of 2011.

· Submit to the Secretariat in writing any proposed changes that arise in the course of negotiations.

· The Chair recognizes the value of informal consultations in enabling consensus and for that reason, when it proves difficult to reach agreement, the Chair will recommend that interested delegations meeting informally to overcome differences.
· Similarly, the Chair urges delegations to focus on substance, while diving due attention to style.
· Seek to rationalize the work of the Committee by adopting biennial or triennial resolutions

PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS

Set March 7, 2011, as the deadline for the receipt of annual reports and draft resolutions from the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.  As for the deadlines for presentation of the reports, Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council states: “The annual and special reports to be presented by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in compliance with Article 91.f of the Charter shall be delivered to the Permanent Council through the secretary general at least 90 days before the opening of each regular session of the General Assembly”; “The Permanent Council shall examine only those reports presented within the statutory deadline and shall submit its observations and recommendations to the General Assembly for consideration.  Reports that have been examined shall be circulated as reference documents”; “In the case of reports presented after the statutory deadline, the Permanent Council shall notify the General Assembly of the failure of the respective organ, agency, or entity of the Organization to comply and shall recommend measures to promote compliance with these rules.  It may also make observations and recommendations on substantive matters addressed in a report submitted after the deadline”; and “In keeping with the provisions of Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the said reports shall in all cases be transmitted to the governments of the member states not less than 30 days before the scheduled opening date of the regular session of the General Assembly.” 
The following timetable is therefore proposed for consideration of the annual reports and the corresponding draft resolutions:


February-March 2011 – The General Committee begins consideration of the reports received and the corresponding draft resolutions.

April 2011 – The General Committee prepares its observations and recommendations on the annual reports.

April 29, 2011 – The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.

DRAFT TIMETABLE
/


	RESOLUTION/MANDATES/ASSIGNMENT/GENERAL SECRETARIAT AREA


	PRESENTATION DATE

	AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10)
Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of  the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”
Mandate:

To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution..

Responsible area of the General Secretariat:
CIM
	Date to be confirmed

	AG/RES. 2545 (XL-O/10)
Promotion by the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) of Cooperation for the Development and Dissemination of Information and Communication Technologies in the Americas  

Mandate:

To request CITEL to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

Responsible area of the General Secretariat:
CITEL
	March 25, 2011

	AG/RES. 2547 (XL-O/10)
Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere

Mandate:

To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fort-first regular session on developments in this regard.

Responsible area of the General Secretariat:

Secretariat of the Permanent Council 

	Date to be confirmed

	AG/RES. 2548 (XL-O/10)
Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors 

Mandate:

To request the IIN to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

Responsible area of the General Secretariat:

IIN


	March 11, 2011


	AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10)
Consumer Protection: Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas

Mandate:

To request the General Secretariat, in light of the outcomes of the aforementioned technical consultations, to coordinate actions with PAHO, in coordination with other interested international organizations with experience in the field and civil society organizations.

To request the General Secretariat to continue making efforts to promote consumer protection and, in particular, to coordinate its activities with those of national consumer protection agencies and other organizations.

To request the General Secretariat to present the results of the first phase of implementation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas to the Permanent Council before the next regular session of the General Assembly. 

Responsible area of the General Secretariat:

Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)

	February 17 2011

	AG/RES. 2560 (XL-O/10)
Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women 

Mandate:

To request the Secretary General to report, via the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

Responsible area of the General Secretariat:

Office of the Secretary General - CIM
	Date to be confirmed


	AG/RES. 2561 (XL-O/10)
Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality

Mandate:

7.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 

Responsible area of the General Secretariat:

CIM


	Date to be confirmed

	
	


	Observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization 

The General Committee is to consider the reports from the:

a. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

b. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

c. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

d. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

e. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

f. Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN)

g. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

Note:

The deadline for receipt of the annual reports with their respective translations is March 7, 2011, in accordance with the rules in effect (Article 91.f of the Charter, Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, and Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

Along the same lines, the Assistant Secretary General sent out a note dated December 14, 2010, reminding the organs, agencies, and entities of the need to submit these reports in a timely fashion.  The Chair of the General Committee will send them notes as well indicating the dates established by the Committee for presentation of the reports.  Should the organ, agency, or entity concerned so prefer in order to save costs, said submission may be made by teleconference.


	a. to be confirmed

b. March 11, 2011
c. March 11, 2011
d. April 15, 2011
e. March 25, 2011
f. March 11, 2011
g. March 25, 2011
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�.	Article 91.f of the OAS Charter:  The Permanent Council shall also: (f) Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary. 


�.	This will make it possible to comply with the rules established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, Article 35.1 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, and Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council on deadlines for the preparation and distribution of documents.


�.	This timetable may be subject to change as other meetings are scheduled to follow up on topics in the Work Plan and to address any other matter that may be assigned to the Committee.





