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I. INTRODUCTION

With a view to facilitating preparatory work for the next regular session of the General Assembly, the Chair of the General Committee of the Permanent Council (CP/CG) suggests continuing with the joint efforts undertaken in previous years that made it possible to maximize the work of this Committee while rendering it more efficient with respect to the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the OAS General Assembly at its forty-second regular session, to be held in Cochabamba, Bolivia.

Accordingly, the Chair would like to recommend this operational and practical exercise, without thereby altering existing regulations or undermining in any way the right of the member states to present proposals for possible consideration by the General Assembly.
II. MANDATES

Pursuant to Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, at its meetings on July 21 and September 7, 2011, the Permanent Council agreed that, under the functions assigned to it by Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, the PC/GC would be responsible for following up on mandates in accordance with the allocation established in the document “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-first Regular Session...” (CP/doc.4654/11 rev. 2), namely:
1. AG/RES. 2681 (XLI-O/11)
Increasing Access to Telecommunications and Information and Communication Technologies through Strengthening of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission
2. AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11)
Consumer Protection: Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System
3. AG/RES. 2684 (XLI-O/11)
Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere
4. AG/RES. 2685 (XLI-O/11)
Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women
5. AG/RES. 2686 (XLI-O/11)
Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors
6. AG/RES. 2688 (XLI-O/11)
Support for the Regional Colloquium for Female Leaders
7. AG/RES. 2689 (XLI-O/11)
Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality
8. AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11)
Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’
9. AG/RES. 2693 (XLI-O/11)
Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas
10. Observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States):
a. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

b. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

c. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

d. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

e. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

f. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

g. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

III. WORKING PROCEDURES

The following basic guidelines are proposed for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions:
· Set April 13, 2012 as the deadline for the presentation of draft resolutions.
· Present draft resolutions that are more succinct, with clear objectives and specific mandates and outcomes:
· Ensure that the wording is as concise as possible;
· Reduce the number of preambular paragraphs;
· Reduce the number of operative paragraphs;
· Minimize the number of paragraphs in resolutions that serve only to renew mandates;
· Avoid unnecessary repetition of identical paragraphs in several resolutions and make general reference to paragraphs that it is deemed necessary to reiterate, so as to avoid triggering unnecessary negotiation of the language used;
· Adopt standard formats for operative paragraphs requesting the presentation of reports;
· Consider the possibility of limiting the number of special sessions, courses, seminars, and other activities that require Regular Fund resources, given the Organization's budgetary constraints.
· The Chair recognizes the value of informal consultations in the quest for points of consensus and for that reason, when it proves difficult to reach an agreement, it will insist on the interested delegations meeting informally to try and overcome any hurdles.
· Begin and end meetings punctually, as scheduled.
· Limit the time for negotiating each resolution (for instance, 20 minutes in each meeting).  That time will depend on the number of resolutions to be considered at the respective meeting.
· Submit to the Secretariat in writing any proposed changes that arise in the course of negotiations.
· Avoid reading out speeches in negotiation meetings and, instead, include political statements in documents that explain the delegations' positions, when the delegations consider it essential to present them.
· Debate the draft resolutions in chronological order; this arrangement may be changed if some delegations reach agreements in informal negotiations.  Where possible, group draft resolutions together by thematic area.
· Regarding draft resolutions on already existing topics or topics for which resolutions already exist, the Chair proposes that only new parts of the text be negotiated and that the states presenting the draft resolution highlight new text in bold to make it easier for delegations to make a quick comparison between texts.  For the same purpose, texts deleted should appear with strike-through.
· Likewise, the Chair urges the delegations to focus on the substance of deliberations and not on style.  In cases in which questions of style are important to a delegation, the Chair suggests waiting until the time comes to approve the draft, at which point the Committees will make a brief break to review style.
· When submitting draft resolutions, delegations should identify thematic affinities, similarities, and complementarities with other draft resolutions to facilitate grouping topics together or merging texts, or even, possibly, incorporating their initiatives in “omnibus” resolutions.


· The delegations should consider incorporating “termination clauses” in draft resolutions in order to address issues or mandates included in a resolution that are not ongoing, that provide for a term or period for fulfillment, and which it is not necessary to keep reiterating.

· In line with the Agreement of the Permanent Council on the Inclusion of Footnotes and Annexation of Documents (CP/doc.4556/11), footnotes referring to any parts of a draft resolution shall be limited to a maximum of two lines.  For footnotes that exceed that length, the first two lines will begin on the corresponding page and the remainder of the note will continue at the end of the text of the draft resolution. Furthermore, no appendices shall be attached to draft resolutions, unless they are documents presented to the General Assembly for its approval or adoption, such as conventions, charters, and statutes.  Any references to documents in the text of draft resolutions should be made using the appropriate title and classification and other identifying information such as name, place and date of the meeting at which the document was considered.
· In keeping with resolution CP/RES. 983 (1797/11), “Amendment of resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) on the costing process for resolutions to be referred to the General Assembly for consideration,” resolutions with budgetary implications shall be remitted to the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF) for an estimate of the cost of the mandates they contain.

· The delegations should consider submitting draft resolutions biennially or, possibly, triennially, when the topic is already solidly institutionalized and the mandate is expected to be fulfilled over the long term.

Schedule for considering draft resolutions
	April 9, 2012
	· Deadline for the presentation of new topics

	April 13, 2012
	· Deadline for the presentation of draft resolutions to the Committees and Working Groups

	April 26, 2012
	· Deadline for the delivery of draft resolutions and reports of the Working Groups to their respective Committees.

	May 16, 2012
	· Last Permanent Council meeting prior to the General Assembly


Dates in the PC/GC calendar for negotiating draft resolutions and consideration of Annual Reports
	March 6
	· Presentation of annual reports: CIM, TRIBAD

	March 20
	· Presentation of annual reports: IICA, IIN, PAHO, PAIGH

	April 10, 2012
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly
· Preparation of the annual report of CITEL

	April 24, 2012
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly

	May 1, 2012
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly

	May 07, 2012
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly
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