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PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CG/SA.1899/12


29 March 2012

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
Original: Spanish
Summary of the meeting of March 6, 2012
With the meeting called to order and there being no objections by the delegations, Ambassador Duly Brutus, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS,  declared the order of business adopted. The following delegations were in attendance: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Suriname, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Reports pertaining to women – Presentation by Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

Ambassador Carmen Moreno presented the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4685/12) and the reports on implementation of the following resolutions:

a. AG/RES. 2685 (XLI-O/11), Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women
b. AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11), Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’, and
c. AG/RES. 2689 (XLI-O/11), Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality
Ambassador Moreno's presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1890/12
Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4685/12)
Ambassador Moreno reported that the CIM had fulfilled the three general mandates from the General Assembly–continuous and ongoing–and 18 of the 24 specific mandates from its Executive Committee.  She also reported that the six remaining mandates were being implemented.
Among the most significant achievements of the CIM in 2011, she noted the following:

a. Adoption of the CIM Strategic Plan 2011-2016, which has served, among other things:  1) to harmonize the mandates of the CIM and the "Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality" (IAP); 2) as a guide to strengthen the role of CIM as a policy forum in the Hemisphere for women's human rights and gender equality; and 3) to strengthen coordination with other OAS organs and agencies, with other international agencies, with civil society, and with other key sectors.
b. Holding of the First Hemispheric Forum on Women's Leadership for a Citizen's Democracy, which included the participation of political leaders, government representatives, activists, academics, and representatives of other international organizations to discuss and debate the challenges facing current political systems to ensure the full exercise of human rights and political citizenship of women. On that note, Ambassador Moreno explained that the concepts and visions discussed at this forum should be discussed and turned into public policies to facilitate the exercise of women's rights in building and strengthening democracy.
c. Roundtable:  "Citizen Security and Human Rights," held during the forty-first regular session of the OAS General Assembly. Its objective was to identify priority policies and programs to strengthen the mainstreaming of human rights and the differential and gender equality approach in state policies on citizen security.
d. Regional Working Group on Women's Full Citizenship for Democracy, which was established at the First Hemispheric Forum on Women's Leadership for a Citizen's Democracy and has been working since September 2011 to develop an analytical frame of reference on a citizens' democracy that incorporates and effectively addresses the rights and demands of women. This frame of reference will serve as a guideline for the work of the CIM in the area of democracy.
e. Fourth Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM IV), to analyze and discuss the main issues of the sixth Summit of the Americas, from a women's rights and gender equality perspective. The REMIM IV adopted a resolution recommending specific language for inclusion in the document arising from the Summit to ensure that the needs and demands of women are considered in the final conclusions of the event. That resolution was forwarded to the Chair of the Summit Implementation Review Group and the national coordinators in charge for each member state.
f. First High-Level Intersectoral Dialogue between Ministries of Labor and National Mechanisms for the Advancement of Women, which dialogue concluded with specific recommendations to strengthen the work of both government sectors in terms of the promotion and protection of women's labor rights.

The recommendations made by Ambassador Moreno include the following:
a. Promoting the harmonization of domestic laws and public policies with the provisions of international agreements in the area of women's human rights, particularly the "Convention of Belém do Pará."
b. Following up on Article 26 of the Declaration of San Salvador
/, in order to advance social and economic recovery with sustainable development, decent work, and inclusion.
c. Exploring the links between the two global pandemics of HIV/AIDS and violence against women in policy and in programming. 
Ambassador Moreno requested the contributing countries and the member states to continue supporting the Secretary General, for a very firm institutionalization of the rights and gender equality approach without any turning back.
Report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2685 (XLI-O/11) "Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women" (CP/doc.4688/12)

Ambassador Moreno noted that strengthening the CIM was closely linked to the internal coordination being pursued with all areas of the Organization and to its participation in activities to ensure that the gender component is properly included. In this regard, she stressed the importance of the Organization's projects committee including gender mainstreaming in all projects, as this had been creating institutional awareness on this issue. She noted the political support given by the Secretary General through his participation in the Commission's events, such as REMIM IV and the dialogue meetings with the delegates, among others. She also cited the efforts being made to enhance the role of CIM, including, for example, pursuing synergies and partnerships with regional, international, civil society, and academic forums. 

Ambassador Moreno expressed appreciation for the contributions made by the Governments of Argentina, United States, Mexico, and Trinidad and Tobago, as well as by the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECI) and UN Women for the operation of the MESECVI, and for the work of the Regional Working Group for Women's Full Citizenship for Democracy, the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and Highest Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM IV), the project "Capacity-Building for Leadership and Impact on Public Policies for Gender Equality," and the First Hemispheric Forum.
Report on the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará," pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11) (CP/doc.4677/12)

Ambassador Moreno highlighted the following activities, related to the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI):
a. Conclusion of the First Round of Multilateral Evaluation, with the Country Reports on 28 States Parties to the Convention adopted.
b. Start of follow-up on the Second Round of Multilateral Evaluation through the preparation and adoption of the Preliminary Reports of the States Parties and the preparation of a draft of the Second Hemispheric Report.
c. Holding of the Third Conference of States Parties, which adopted the report on follow-up on the recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the States Parties, with the first round of multilateral evaluation concluded, the results of the first round of evaluation were evaluated and the recommendations, conclusions, and agreements to strengthen the mechanism were adopted.
d. Holding of the Seventh Meeting of the Expert Committee, which adopted the 28 country reports and the Hemispheric Report, and the International Seminar on Human Rights, Violence Against Women, and Access to Justice was held.
e. Convening of the Fourth Conference of States Party, which will be held on April 16, 2012.
Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the “Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2689 (XLI-O/11) (CP/doc.4686/12)

The Ambassador reported on the findings of the questionnaire sent to 34 departments of the organization, eight autonomous bodies, and all the country offices. She said that 64% of respondents included a gender perspective in their activities while 57% of the autonomous bodies had gender mainstreaming capacity.  She further noted that most respondents expressed an interest in continuing to receive support and technical advice from the CIM, in order to move forward with implementation of the IAP and in getting training so as to incorporate a gender perspective in the activities they are undertaking. 

The Ambassador noted that respondents had spoke about their need for more information on the issue, and that the CIM had enhanced its website, for it to be used as a tool to transmit that information. 

Ambassador Moreno noted that the capacity of the CIM needed to be strengthened with the necessary human and financial resources for it to continue supporting the implementation of the IAP and that it was important for more visibility to be given to the issue of gender equality and women's rights in the organization’s communication, dissemination, and publicity activities.

The delegations of Chile, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Dominican Republic thanked Ambassador Moreno for presenting the Reports.
Meanwhile, the delegation of the Dominican Republic thanked the CIM for its support in organizing the forum for the presidential candidates, scheduled for Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on March 7 and 8 (Presidential Elections 2012:  “Real Equality between Women and Men in Electoral Programs) and the Second Hemispheric Forum on "Women's Political Citizenship for Democracy," to be held in mid-2012.

The delegations of Mexico and Nicaragua emphasized the importance of the recommendation to promote harmonization of domestic laws and public policies with the provisions of international agreements in the area of women's human rights.
Underscoring the urgency of completing the second MESECVI report in a reasonable time, the delegation of Mexico commented on the need to ensure that the issue of gender is given greater visibility on the OAS website. 
The delegations of Mexico and Chile cited the advantages of the methodology used by the CIM to follow up on mandates.

The delegation of Chile acknowledged the role of CIM as a political forum for follow-up on and strengthening of women’s rights in the region as well as the cooperative endeavors being pursued with UN Women and other bodies that monitor women's rights.  It also commended the high degree of fulfillment of the mandates assigned to the CIM, and the work done by Mexico in its capacity as holding the Presidency of the CIM, and Guatemala for the MESECVI.

The delegation of Ecuador suggested drafting an "omnibus" resolution for women’s issues, to strengthen the issue and find a more efficient approach to the process of negotiating resolutions and assigning mandates.

The Committee decided to take note of the reports and the observations and comments made by the delegations and to refer them to the Permanent Council for the latter to, in turn, refer them to the next regular session of the General Assembly.
2. Presentation of  the "Observations of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the Report on the costs associated with the proposed amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal” (CP/CAAP-3154/12)
Ambassador John Beale, Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) and Permanent Representative of Barbados to the OAS, presented the observations of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the "Report on the costs associated with proposed amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal” (CP/CAAP-3154/12).
Ambassador Beale said that at the meeting of the CAAP, held on January 24, 2012–based on document CP/CAAP-3114/11, which states that the Proposed Amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal had budgetary implications–the delegations decided to recommend to the General Committee as follows: 
a. Not to approve those proposed amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal that had budgetary implications, referred to in document CP/CAAP-3114/11; and
b. To consider those proposed amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal that had no budgetary implications.
The General Committee decided to take note of the observations made by the CAAP on the "Report on the Costs associated with the Proposed Amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal" and to take into account the recommendations made by that Committee when considering the proposed amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal.
3. Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) to the General Assembly Presentation by Ms. Mercedes Carrillo, Secretary of TRIBAD, (CP/doc.4683/12)
Ms. Mercedes Carrillo, Secretary of the Administrative Tribunal, presented the Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) (CP/doc.4683/12), noting that April 2011 marked the fortieth anniversary of that body. Speaking about the tribunal's jurisdiction, she noted that its jurisdiction extended to IICA and that a project was underway to extend the jurisdiction to CARICOM. 
Ms. Carrillo underscored the importance of the TRIBAD being able to safeguard the privilege of Organization’s immunity vis-à-vis the jurisdiction of local courts, and referred to the important historical heritage of the TRIBAD and to the fact that its jurisprudence is constantly being cited in judgments of other courts. 
She also spoke about the modernization that the TRIBAD was undergoing, including the use of new technologies for videoconferencing sessions and the updating of the database, to facilitate different search patterns.
Ms. Carrillo forwarded the following requests made by the members of the Tribunal:
a. Inclusion of the topic "Amendments to the Statute of the Tribunal” on the agenda of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly
b. The adoption, in accordance with Article 4 of the Statute of the Tribunal, of this revised proposal for amendments to the Statute of the Tribunal, which carries no budgetary implications.
The delegation of Argentina saluted the TRIBAD on the occasion of its fortieth anniversary and expressed appreciation for the presentation of the annual report and the gesture of proposing an amendment to the statute, without budgetary implications.
The Commission decided to forward to the Permanent Council the report and the comments made, for it to refer them to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly. 
4. Approval of the General Committee Work Plan  2011 - 2012, CP/CG-1886/11 rev. 1
The Committee agreed on its Work Plan for the 2011 – 2012 period.
5. Draft work plan of the General Committee for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be referred to the Forty-Second Regular Session of the General Assembly, CP/CG-1888/12.
The delegation of Brazil noted the importance of separating the presentation of draft resolutions from their consideration, in order to give the delegations the necessary time to do the pertinent consultations.
The Committee agreed on its Work Plan for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be referred to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.
6. Other business
There were no further matters to discuss.
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�. 	Declaration adopted at the XVII OAS Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML), held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from October 31 to November 1, 2011.
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