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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish
_________________________________________________________________________________
DRAFT RESOLUTION
"FAMILY AGRICULTURE"
(Presented by the delegation of Bolivia)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes as one of its essential purposes the eradication of poverty and that therefore the OAS member states have pledged to adopt and implement all necessary measures to generate productive employment, poverty reduction, and the eradication of extreme poverty, taking into account the different circumstances and economic conditions in the countries of the Hemisphere, to which end the member states have agreed, among other fundamental goals, to do their utmost to achieve adequate nutrition, particularly by stepping up national efforts to increase the production and availability of food; and

RECALLING the Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security, adopted on November 18, 2009, which committed to build capacity focusing on integrated actions addressing policy, institutions, and people, with a special emphasis on smallholders and women farmers.

UNDERSCORING United Nations General Assembly resolution 66/222, adopted on December 22, 2011, which decided to declare 2014 the "International Year of Family Farming" and states that family farming is an important basis for sustainable production of food; and the major contribution that family agriculture and smallholders can make to the achievement of food security and the eradication of poverty, with a view to meeting internationally agreed upon development objectives, including the Millennium Development Goals; and  

That, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Argentina, 2005), the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”; 

ALARMED that 80% of those who go hungry in the world inhabit rural areas; that 50% of them are small farmers and that those people are especially vulnerable to food insecurity due to the ever rising cost of inputs and the decline in agricultural revenue; that access to land, water, seeds, and other natural resources is becoming increasingly difficult for poor smallholders; that sustainable agriculture policies with a gender perspective are important tools for advancing agrarian and land ownership reform, rural sector loans and insurance, technical assistance and other related measures for achieving food security and rural development; and that State support for small farmers, fishing communities, and grassroots enterprises by, for instance, facilitating access for their produce to domestic and international markets and by empowering smallholders, especially women farmers, in the value chains, is vital for food security and fulfillment of the right to food;

RECOGNIZING the fundamental role of small farmers, cooperatives, farmers' associations, and the indigenous peoples in developing countries in helping to achieve food security and the eradication of poverty and to meet development goals in such areas as employment policy, social integration, regional and rural development, agriculture, and protection of the environment;

BEARING IN MIND that in our region more than 60% of basic foods are produced by (SMALL) family farmers and thus it is vital to strengthen family farming and turn this into a great opportunity for increasing food security and reducing external dependence on food
/ ; and 

UNDERSCORING the importance of recognizing the distinct and crucial contribution of family farming, its know-how, and the key functions it performs in a number of grass-roots economies for eradicating poverty and enhancing food security and sustainable development.
RESOLVES: 
1. To adopt special measures for promoting and strengthening family farming policies and programs with respect to production, marketing, access, and the consumption of food.
2. To provide support to family farmers' economic activities, in consultation with them and taking their traditional knowledge into account, with a view to improving their situation and boosting their development, particularly by enhancing their access to productive resources and agricultural inputs, such as land, seeds, financial services, technology, transportation, and information.
3. To encourage the organizations of the inter-American system, relevant funds, programs, and specialized agencies, international financial institutions, and other civil society entities to take steps, within their spheres of competence, to formulate, finance, implement, and support policies and programs designed to contribute to the efforts of member states to eradicate poverty by advancing the reinforcement of smallholder farming.
4. To request that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, with the support of the General Secretariat, report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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�.	Panorama of Food and Nutrition Security in Latin America and the Caribbean 2011 – FAO.





