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DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

(Presented by the delegation of Bolivia)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONSIDERING:

Reaffirming the Declaration of Río on Environment and Development,
/ Agenda 21,
/ its Plan of Implementation,
/ the Declaration of Johannesburg on Sustainable Development
/ and the Plan of Implementation of the Decisions of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (“Plan of Implementation of the Johannesburg Decisions”);
/
The World Charter for Nature of 1982;
/
Aware that economic, social, and environmental development are complementary and inter-related and form part of the essential goals of the OAS member states;

Recognizing that Mother Earth and its ecosystems are our home, and convinced that in order to achieve a just balance among the economic, social, and environmental needs of present and future generations, harmony with nature must be promoted;

Convinced that the degradation of natural systems owing to excessive consumption and abuse of natural resources and the absence of an appropriate economic order among peoples and States undermines the economic, social, and political structures of civilization,
That among the components for developing a common vision for achieving sustainable development, recognition should be given to the limits of nature and its importance to life, by fostering a harmonious relationship with it, promoting all human and collective rights, inter-generational justice and solidarity, and economic and social inclusion, respecting the cultural and social diversity of communities, peoples and nationalities, consonant with the new paradigm that is emerging and that seeks to “live well” [vivir bien];
That in the context of the many crises facing humanity, new visions and alternative proposals for development are emerging from the region that enable it to bring to the international community challenges that will renew sustainable development;

That eradication of poverty is the greatest challenge that the world currently faces, and it is an essential precondition for sustainable development, particularly for developing countries, and that concerted, concrete measures are needed at all levels to achieve their objectives in the area of comprehensive sustainable development, consistent with internationally-agreed goals and objectives. 

That achieving worldwide sustainable development will require fundamental changes to be made in societies’ patterns of production and consumption, a process in which developed countries should take the initiative and from which all countries should benefit, bearing in mind the Rio principles, including the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities set forth in Principle 7 of the Declaration of Río on Environment and Development; 

Stressing the importance of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, to be held in Río de Janeiro in 2012, and reiterating the full support and commitment of all the countries of the region to the success of the Conference, with a view to developing a policy-focused document and urging a high level of participation;

Reaffirming the Declaration of Quito, approved by the XVIII Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, and adopted by the First Meeting of Ministers of the Environment of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), held in the city of San Francisco de Quito, Republic of Ecuador, on February 3, 2012. 

Reaffirming the importance that multilateral agreements on the environment have for each State, in particular those related to climate change, bio-diversity, and combating desertification and drought, and

Aware that in achieving sustainable development, respect for the bio-physical limits and the life cycles of nature will be fostered, along with eradication of poverty, reducing the gap between rich and poor, and assuring social inclusion as a goal essential to securing sustainable development in a framework of a more unified and inclusive economic order,

RESOLVES:

1.
To support and promote member states’ policies and programs to foster and implement comprehensive management of natural resources according to their own vision of sustainable development, acknowledging the contributions of these regional initiatives.
2.
To instruct the General Secretariat of the OAS, in cooperation with the pertinent bodies, to coordinate an effective policy, technical and scientific dialogue for debate, exchange of experiences and holding of meetings to generate a holistic approach to sustainable development in harmony with nature, beginning activities during 2012. 

3.
To contribute to the outcome of the Rio+20 Conference, by promoting renewed policy commitment to sustainable development in harmony with nature, and recognizing the limits to growth in accordance with the regenerative capacity of the life cycles of Earth. 

4.
To promote a debate within the Rio+20 Conference on a universal declaration on the rights of nature as a means of achieving “living well”.

5.
To promote a debate during the Rio+20 Conference on the objectives of development.

6.
To promote cooperation for the development of regional strategies based on national circumstances, to foster synergies among the conventions and multilateral accords, and exchanges of experiences and support for innovative public policy initiatives.

7.
To promote effective participation of all member states in the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development 2009--2014.

8.
To propagate a new culture of sustainable development based on harmony with nature, and balance among economic, social, and environmental issues, through a process of awareness and education, with emphasis on children and young people.

9.
To promote corporate social responsibility and accountability, with particular emphasis on environmental issues.
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