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DRAFT RESOLUTION
THE RIGHT TO FOOD

(Presented by the delegation of Bolivia)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:

That the Charter of the Organization of American States has as one of its essential purposes the eradication of extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere; and that among other basic goals, the member states have agreed to devote their utmost efforts to securing adequate nutrition, particularly by accelerating national efforts to increase food production and availability;

That in its preamble, the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms that “the fight against poverty, and especially the elimination of extreme poverty, is essential to the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American states”;

That Resolution 66/158 adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in December 2011 reaffirms the right of everyone to have access to safe, sufficient, and nutritious food, consistent with the right to adequate food and the fundamental right of all persons to be free from hunger, so as to be able to fully develop and maintain his or her physical and mental capacities;

That the Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition, the Millennium Declaration and its first objective in particular, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provide that all persons have the right to an adequate standard of living to assure their health, wellbeing and good food;

LIKEWISE CONSIDERING:


That all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent, and interrelated, and that they must be addressed as a whole, in a fair and equitable manner, on an equal basis and with the same care;

That the present General Assembly has resolved to act to ensure that a human rights perspective be taken into account nationally, regionally and internationally, in measures taken to address the world food crisis;

That in order to achieve worldwide sustainable development, it is essential that fundamental changes be made to the way in which societies produce and consume; all countries should promote sustainable modalities of consumption and production, a process in which the developed countries should take the initiative and from which all countries should benefit;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development, held under the aegis of CIDI on July 8-9, 2010 in Cali, Colombia, promoted a dialogue on strengthening social protection policies as a comprehensive strategy for combating poverty, inequity, inequality, and social exclusion in Latin America and the Caribbean, recognizing the central role of the State in this task, and seeking coordination among agencies and with social and community organizations, the academic sector, and other private-sector stakeholders on strategic lines of action, including the strengthening of food and nutrition security policies; and

That in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Argentina, 2005), the Heads of State and of Government reaffirmed their “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge all member states to promote full implementation of the Right to Food and to take measures at the hemispheric level to fulfill the right of all persons to appropriate food and the fundamental right of all persons, particularly the poorest and vulnerable persons in rural and urban areas, not to suffer from hunger.

2. To urge member states to prevent their foreign policies, essentially in the political and economic areas included in international trade agreements, from having negative effects on the right to food in other countries of the region.
3. To examine appropriate means of overcoming current obstacles to achievement of the right to food.
4. To encourage at all times initiatives that may improve linkages between local producers and consumers, by means of an appropriate infrastructure, information on prices, and organizing value chains.

5. To urge governments to create an atmosphere that will encourage the development of local markets for small farmers, and develop different options for connecting small farmers in rural areas with urban consumers.
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