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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

WATER AS A HUMAN RIGHT

(Presented by the Delegation of Bolivia and cosponsored by the Delegation of Ecuador)

(The Committee, during its regular session of April 24, 2012, 
agreed to refer this draft resolution to the CEPCIDI)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:

That water is a limited natural resource that is essential to life and that access to drinking water and sanitation services is indispensable to health and human dignity;

That the progress and efforts that the Latin American and Caribbean region has made in the provision and coverage of drinking water and sanitation, through structural and institutional reforms in the sector, formulation of new legal and regulatory frameworks, based on the institutionalization of responsible bodies, reforms of tariff adjustments to levels that guarantee the self-financing of the services, the creation of effective subsidy systems, and modification of the behavior of public providers, in order to bring the services to the poorest and most vulnerable population groups;

That the drinking water and sanitation sectors have undergone deep reforms in the region, but however, major shortfalls continue to exist that prevent universal access to drinking water and sanitation services, added to unresolved financing problems, and that these shortcomings have a particular impact on people with fewest resources;

The commitments regarding water resources undertaken by the member states in the decisions made at the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities on Sustainable Development held on December 4 and 5, 2006, in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia;

The member states’ commitment undertaken in resolution A/RES/64/292 adopted by the General Assembly, which Recognizes the right to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation as a

human right that is essential for the full enjoyment of life and all human rights;

The responsibility of the States to promote and protect all human rights, which are universal, indivisible, interdependent and inter-related, and should be addressed in a global, fair and equitable way, and

That water is essential for life and basic to comprehensive social, economic, and environmental development and to conservation of ecosystems, and that sustainable management of them should be promoted, in order to guarantee access to water for present and future generations,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the General Secretariat to design a mechanism to follow up on implementation of the human right to water and sanitation, the purposes of which would be, inter alia: a) Presentation of an initial report, and regular reports on progress in effective implementation of the human right to water and sanitation; b) organizing and updating of information and successful experiences in order to produce information for the public; c) development of criteria for comprehensive water management in the framework of solidarity and cooperation based on analysis of specific cases; d) evaluation and study of the effects of climate change on water resources, and strengthening of early warning capabilities for extreme events, and e) development of regional strategies for comprehensive water management. 

2. To ensure that this mechanism is flexible in structure, with a counterpart in the installed capacity in the member states and the institutional structure of the Organization of American States, including direct participation of civil society in the various countries. 

3. To instruct that the Mechanism be developed during 2012 for approval at the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States. 

4. To request that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, with the support of the General Secretariat, report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on implementation of the present resolution.
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