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GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish
DRAFT RESOLUTION
MECHANISM TO FOLLOW UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, “CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”
(Agreed on at the meeting of the Committee held on May 14, 2012)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2162 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2371 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2451 (XXXIX-O/09), and AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”;

HAVING SEEN the Permanent Council report on the implementation of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) (CP/CG-4677/12) and the results of the Fourth Conference of States Parties to the MESECVI;

RECALLING that the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” is the first binding international legal instrument that specifically addresses gender-based violence, whereby the states parties undertake to implement policies, laws, and programs of action to eradicate violence against women;

NOTING that the Convention of Belém do Pará and its Mechanism to Follow up have served as a model for the Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence and its Monitoring Mechanism, adopted by the European Council in 2011;

RECOGNIZING the progress made by the MESECVI in the Second Multilateral Evaluation Round, in which its bodies have adhered more strictly to the established deadlines, achieving greater participation by the states;


RECOGNIZING also that the recommendations issued by the Committee of Experts (CEVI) in the Second Hemispheric Report for better implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará were endorsed by the Fourth Conference of States Parties;

CONSIDERING that the country and hemispheric reports adopted in the Multilateral Evaluation Rounds constitute a basic reference on progress in the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women and identify the challenges for future action;
RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Permanent Council’s report on the activities undertaken by the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) (CP/CG-4677/12).
2. To endorse the agreements reached at the Fourth Conference of States Parties to the MESECVI, reiterating its commitment to strengthening the MESECVI and to making progress with the second multilateral evaluation round.
3. To urge member states to disseminate in the media the objectives and importance of the MESECVI and to disseminate the reports and recommendations of the CEVI resulting from the multilateral evaluation rounds.
4. To urge member states that have not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or, as appropriate, acceding to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.”
5. To express appreciation to the Governments of Argentina, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela for their contribution to the Specific Fund of the Mechanism in 2011.

6. To urge all states parties, those that are not a party to the Convention, many of which have laws and broad programs for combating violence against women, and international financial institutions, civil society, and the private sector to make voluntary contributions to the Specific Fund to endow the Mechanism with the necessary human and financial resources to guarantee its full, stable, and effective operation.
7. To request the Secretary General, in accordance with available financial resources, to give priority to allocating the necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to optimize its work as the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI.
8. To express its appreciation for the work of the MESECVI Committee of Experts (CEVI), which has made it possible to progress in the second round of the multilateral evaluation and consolidate the Mechanism.

9. To reiterate its appreciation to the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for its support to states parties in the process of implementing the MESECVI; and to express appreciation for the invaluable role played by the Mechanism’s Technical Secretariat in helping to meet the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará.
10. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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