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The General Committee is a permanent committee of the Permanent Council and is composed of a representative of each member state. The chair and vice chair of the Permanent Council are, respectively, the chair and vice chair of the General Committee. The functions of the Committee are set forth in Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.


This Draft Work Plan for 2012-2013 is submitted for the consideration of the members of the General Committee, with a view to facilitating the timely and efficient study of matters within its area of competence.

I.  INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the General Committee has the following functions:

a.
To advise the Permanent Council and its chair on matters that are within the area of competence of the Council and that, not having been assigned to other committees, have been assigned to the General Committee;
b.
To consider the course and coordination of the work of the Council and its committees and to make recommendations thereon to the Council, its chair, and the committee chairs. For that purpose, it may establish a subcommittee on coordination composed of the committee chairs; the chair of the General Committee shall serve as chair of the Subcommittee on Coordination;
c.
To examine periodically, by mandate of the Permanent Council, current working methods and procedures, so as to maximize efficiency and bring about the best possible use of time in the work of the Council;
d.
To consider the reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, with the exception of those reports assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs under these Rules of Procedure; likewise, to submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council;

e.
To consider other reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities, as well as the reports presented by the units of the General Secretariat;
f.
To prepare draft resolutions on the topics assigned to it by the Permanent Council or those not within the purview of other permanent committees; and

g.
Such other functions as may be assigned by the Permanent Council.
This Draft Work Plan proposes a series of activities to be carried out, as well as a draft calendar for compliance with the mandates assigned to General Committee, regardless of any other matters as may be assigned for its consideration over the course of the year, as established in the preceding article.

II. RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ASSIGNED 
TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
/

The Permanent Council tasked the General Committee with responsibility for the following mandates, approved by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session:

1.
AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12)
Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere

2.
AG/RES. 2702 (XLII-O/12)
Use of Telecommunications/Information Technologies and Communication to Build an Inclusive Information Society

3.
AG/RES. 2703 (XLII-O/12)
Strengthening the Activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators

4.
AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12)
Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors

5.
AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12)
Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality

6.
AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12)
Strengthening the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

7.
AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12)
Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”

III. OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES ASSIGNED TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
/
The Permanent Council tasked the General Committee with consideration of the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, to be presented in accordance with Article 91.f of the Charter of the OAS:
/
a.
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

b.
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

c.
Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

d.
Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

e.
Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

f.
Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)


g.
Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

As for the deadlines for presentation of the reports, Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council states: “The annual and special reports to be presented by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in compliance with Article 91.f of the Charter shall be delivered to the Permanent Council through the secretary general at least 90 days before the opening of each regular session of the General Assembly”; “The Permanent Council shall examine only those reports presented within the statutory deadline and shall submit its observations and recommendations to the General Assembly for consideration. Reports that have been examined shall be circulated as reference documents”; “In the case of reports presented after the statutory deadline, the Permanent Council shall notify the General Assembly of the failure of the respective organ, agency, or entity of the Organization to comply and shall recommend measures to promote compliance with these rules. It may also make observations and recommendations on substantive matters addressed in a report submitted after the deadline”; and “In keeping with the provisions of Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the said reports shall in all cases be transmitted to the governments of the member states not less than 30 days before the scheduled opening date of the regular session of the General Assembly.”

In compliance with current provisions, the reports must be delivered no later than March 5, 2013
/. The following timetable is therefore proposed for consideration of the annual reports and corresponding draft resolutions:


February-March 2013 – The General Committee begins consideration of the reports received and the corresponding draft resolutions.

April 2013 – The General Committee prepares its observations and recommendations on the annual reports.

May 2013 – The General Committee presents its observations and recommendations to the Permanent Council.

IV. SUBMISSION OF PRELIMINARY DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

Taking into consideration the process undertaken by the Committee on Hemispheric Security for the submission of preliminary draft resolutions during the 2011–2012 period, whereby a single resolution with the issues pertaining to said Committee was referred to the General Assembly, and being mindful of the benefits of these kinds of processes, the Chair suggests that the delegations consider the possibility of this Committee following a similar process and thus to be able to submit to the General Assembly a single draft resolution for the issues to be considered by the General Committee.

V. ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE AND WORK SCHEDULE 

AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12)

FREE TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE

	Mandate
	Responsible Area
	Presentation Date

	2. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on developments in this regard.
	Permanent Council
	To be determined



AG/RES. 2702 (XLII-O/12) 

USE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS/INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES AND COMMUNICATION
 TO BUILD AN INCLUSIVE INFORMATION SOCIETY

	Mandates
	Responsible Area
	Presentation Date

	2. To instruct CITEL to remain a forum for dialogue, coordination, and cooperation in the telecommunication area in the Hemisphere and to maintain a high level in providing technical assistance and capacity-building in the member states, as appropriate and in accordance with the Plan of Operations for 2012, which includes activities in the following areas: preparation of inter-American proposals for the World Radiocommunication Conference, the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, and the World Conference on International Telecommunications of the International Telecommunication Union; promotion and development of and debate on new services and technologies; and coordination, planning, and consensus-building among the member states with regard to tariff and economic matters and harmonization of radio spectrum use, taking special account of the need to prevent and avoid harmful interference, and of protection against the electromagnetic non-ionizing emissions.
	CITEL
	February 25, 2013

	4. To instruct the General Secretariat of the OAS to continue to provide the Secretariat of CITEL the support necessary to ensure continuity in the implementation of its mandates.


	General Secretariat

CITEL
	

	5. To instruct CITEL to continue conducting, organizing, or sponsoring the studies necessary to highlight the contribution of ICTs and their applications in integral development.

	CITEL
	

	6. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session, on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

	General Secretariat

CITEL
	


AG/RES. 2703 (XLII-O/12)

STRENGTHENING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM OF JUDICIAL FACILITATORS
	Mandates
	Responsible Area
	Presentation Date

	3.
To urge the General Secretariat to continue assisting member states that ask to establish National Judicial Facilitator Services and to train their judicial personnel through the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.


	General Secretariat 
	March 12, 2013
/


AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12)

PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 
AND SMUGGLING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN MINORS

	Mandates
	Responsible Area
	Presentation Date

	6.
To welcome the preparation by the IIN of the Eleventh Report to the SG, focused on an analysis of experiences in the region relating to strategies for restoring the rights of victims of CSEC and, given the demand by states for expertise in this area, to request that it be disseminated as widely as possible. 

	General Secretariat 

IIN
	March 12, 2013



	8.
To instruct the Secretary General to continue coordinating the development of this program directly with the IIN, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator, and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), as appropriate.
	General Secretariat, IIN, Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and SEDI
	

	9.
To request the IIN to continue to providing advice to and supporting member states, when requested, in their efforts to adopt, amend, and implement their domestic legislation, regulations, and procedures to prevent and combat sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including legislation on travel authorizations and migration control.

	IIN
	

	11.
To request the IIN to work jointly with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator to develop and implement the measures contained in the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, relying on the support and advisory services of other bodies of the inter-American system and international agencies.


	IIN

Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
	

	12.
To request the IIN and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to coordinate their efforts to advise member states on the adoption, amendment, and implementation of their domestic laws, regulations, and procedures to combat  sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including legislation on travel authorizations and migration control.
	IIN

Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
	

	13.
To request the IIN to continue reporting to the member states on the member states’ successful experiences and progress in the area, including achievements in caring for victims and fighting crime in local or community contexts. 


	IIN
	

	14.
To request the IIN to promote and strengthen horizontal cooperation in the area of harmonization of legislation, policies on the restoration of rights, methodologies, projects, programs, and best practices that each state adopts to address sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors.


	IIN
	

	18.
To request the IIN to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.


	IIN
	


AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12)

PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY

	Mandates
	Responsible Area
	Presentation Date

	1. To take note with appreciation of the Secretary General’s eleventh report on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), submitted in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2689 (XLI-O/11); and to urge him to continue with its dissemination and implementation.


	General Secretariat 
	February 25, 2013



	3. Once again to request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates handed down by this Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, and the IAP, to continue its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into the work of its special committees, working groups, resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as the case may be, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis.
	Permanent Council
	

	5. To urge the Secretary General to:

a. Continue, with support from the CIM, promoting and working on full implementation of the IAP so as to achieve integration of a gender perspective into all OAS programs, activities, and policies;

b. Request the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly their initiatives to mainstream the gender perspective into their policies, programs, projects, and activities; and to forward that information to the CIM so that it may be included in the annual report to the General Assembly that is drawn up pursuant to this resolution;

c. Ensure that, in the Organization’s communication, dissemination, and publicity activities, priority is given to the rights of women and gender equality in order to raise the profile of these issues in the Organization’s work;

d. Continue implementing, with the support of the CIM, the OAS Gender Program and, when allocating external funds, prioritize activities that facilitate its expansion; and 

e.  Include a direct link to the CIM on the main web page of the OAS.
	General Secretariat
	

	6. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
	Permanent Council 

CIM
	


AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12)

STRENGTHENING THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN (CIM)

	Mandates
	Responsible Area
	Presentation Date

	1. To again urge the Secretary General to support the CIM in its role as a specialized organization of the Organization of American States (OAS) with human resources that meet the requirements of suitability, training, and necessary experience on gender matters, and of planning and programming, and, in addition, with adequate financial resources to strengthen its capacity to carry out its increasing mandates, in particular those recognized as priorities by the member states.


	General Secretariat
	February 25, 2013



	2. To urge the Secretary General to include in the request for resources CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding, and to invite member states and permanent observers, as well as to individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.


	General Secretariat

CIM


	

	4.
To request the Secretary General to report, via the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.


	General Secretariat

Permanent Council
	


AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12)

MECHANISM TO FOLLOW UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, “CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”

	Mandates
	Responsible Area
	Presentation Date

	7. To request the Secretary General, in accordance with available financial resources, to give priority to allocating the necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to optimize its work as the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI.


	General Secretariat
	February 25, 2013



	1. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.


	Permanent Council

CIM
	


	VI. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 2012-2013
/


	February 2013 – May 2013



	February 8, 2013
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Consideration of the Draft Work Plan of the Committee for the 2012-2013 Term
2. Review of the mandates entrusted to the General Committee


	February 25, 2013

2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women
· AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)”
2. AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12), “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women ‘Convention of Belém Do Pará’”

· Consideration of the report of the Secretary General on implementation of the MESECVI.

3. AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”
· Consideration of the report of the Secretary General on implementation of the IAP
4. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)
· AG/RES. 2702 (XLII-O/12), “Use of Telecommunications/Information and Communication Technologies to Build an Inclusive Information Society” 
5. Review of the mandates entrusted to the General Committee

	March 12, 2013

2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of History and Geography (PAIGH)

2. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) 
3. Consideration of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

· AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12), “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors”

4. AG/RES. 2703 (XLII-O/12): Strengthening the activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators
5. Review of the mandates entrusted to the General Committee

	March 25, 2013

2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Presentation of preliminary draft resolutions
2. Review of the mandates entrusted to the General Committee



	April 2, 2013

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Guerrero Room
	1. Consideration of preliminary draft resolutions



	April 8, 2013

2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Consideration of preliminary draft resolutions

	April 25, 2013

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Consideration of preliminary draft resolutions

	May 8, 2013

10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1.
Consideration of preliminary draft resolutions

	May 2013


	The Chair of the General Committee presents to the Permanent Council reports, observations, and recommendations on the mandates that have been handed down to the General Committee. 


� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP30128E01�








�.	Distribution of mandates assigned by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session (Adopted by the Permanent Council on August 22, 2012, document CP/doc.4793/12 rev. 1).


�.	Ibid.


�.	Article 91.f of the OAS Charter: The Permanent Council shall also: (f) Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.


�.	Deadline for Annual Reports to be received, the presentation of these Reports may be done at a later date.


�.	On October 3, 2012, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Panama, a presentation was given to the Permanent Council on the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators (�HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/INF&classNum=6509&lang=e"��CP/INF.6509/12�)





�.	This timetable may be subject to change as other meetings are scheduled to follow up on topics in the Work Plan and to address other matters that may be assigned to the Committee for consideration, pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. 





