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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:


Resolution AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12), “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors,” as well as other resolutions adopted by the General Assembly in previous years on the subject of sexual exploitation, human smuggling, and trafficking in persons;

 The importance of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 and of its Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography of 2000, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime of 2006, the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held in Venezuela, the Rio de Janeiro Declaration and Call for Action to Prevent and Stop Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents of 2008, the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changing World, that came out of the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, held in Salvador, Brazil, in 2010;

RECALLING the resolutions adopted by the IIN Directing Council regarding the prevention and eradication of sexual exploitation, smuggling, and trafficking in children and adolescents, particularly resolution CD/RES. 10 (82-R/07), adopted  in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in 2007, which established the Inter-American Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors, entrusted the Director General of the IIN with developing a joint work proposal within the framework of that initiative, and supported the creation of an observatory in this area;

RECOGNIZING the progress made by the IIN in fulfillment of its mandates in the framework of the implementation of the Action Plan 2011-2015, which has been described in the Institute’s annual reports to the General Assembly and to the Permanent Council in pursuit of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly; as well, the annual report to the Secretary General on the steps taken to combat sexual exploitation of children (SEC) in the member states, pursuant to the mandate contained in AG/RES. 1667 (XXIX-O/99); and 
CONSIDERING:


That the sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors continues to have a considerable impact on our states, and so it is necessary to continue implementing effective policies and strategies to combat those criminal acts;

The importance of continued progress with bilateral, subregional, and regional efforts toward strengthening cooperation in fighting the sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors;

That, in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the member states reaffirm the importance of all children having access to education, and the importance of programs that promote enrollment and the retention of the student population in the school system and prevent them from dropping out, and of programs that support children who would otherwise be marginalized, discriminated against, and without access to school programs, including indigenous and other minority children, children whose rights have been violated, juvenile offenders, children with disabilities, working children, and children affected by conflict and/or humanitarian emergencies; and

BEARING IN MIND that the IIN has made progress in implementing the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of the Sexual Exploitation, Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children, which involves three areas of work: 1. Gathering and updating information about the topic of SEC in the region and making it available to the states parties; 2. Creating information and knowledge on the topic of the SEC to help the states parties in the design and implementation of their policies and actions intended to deal with this problem; and 3. Human resource training and specialized technical assistance for the states parties,
RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the progress made in consolidating and deepening the three components of the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of the Sexual Exploitation, Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and to express its satisfaction at the approval of the new Plan of Action of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), which includes a proposal for continuing the activities of the Inter-American Cooperation Program, while extending and developing them, in order to improve protection for children against new forms of sexual exploitation in the Hemisphere.

2.
To welcome with satisfaction the decision taken by the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) at its 87th Regular Meeting in September 2012, in San José de Costa Rica, to rename the Inter-American Program in light of the proposal put forward by the General Assembly, at its session in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in June 2012, and bearing in mind international definitions in this field, as the “Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of the Sexual Exploitation, Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children.”

3.
To urge the IIN to continue developing, with the support of the member states, new approaches to training human resources and strengthening technical capacities at the Institute.

4.
To acknowledge the work carried out by the IIN in the framework of the Inter-American Cooperation Program to restructure the architecture of the ANNAObserva Observatory so as to encourage greater interaction, and the publication of a virtual Spanish and English newsletter which enables states to receive periodic updated news in this area, notably the use of new technologies in these activities.

5.
To applaud the IIN’s efforts in the area of cooperation with the national commissions against sexual exploitation of the member states of the inter-American system, resulting in technical liaisons, to date, in 30 of the 34 OAS member states and to urge the IIN to continue promoting and strengthening horizontal cooperation and the coordination of efforts between these governmental agencies and within states, and to encourage, with respect for human rights, the adoption and application of effective legal standards to prevent and eradicate those criminal acts.

6.
To continue with the re-launch of the website Our Voice in Colors, which is intended to encourage the participation of children and adolescents in matters of public policy that concern them, in accordance with the recommendations of the Third World Congress against the Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents. This website makes available to organizations for adolescents recommendations and information to bolster their capacity to protect themselves against different forms of commercial sexual exploitation.


7.
Given the demand for knowledge in this area voiced by the states, to request the IIN to disseminate as broadly as possible its XII Report to the Secretary General, which focuses on analysis of the region’s experiences with strategies for restitution of the rights of victims of SEC.

8.
To instruct the Secretary General to continue coordinating the development of this program directly with the IIN, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS)—especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator—and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, as appropriate. 


9.
To request the IIN and the SMS to continue coordinating actions designed to provide advice to member states, when requested, in their efforts to adopt, amend, and implement their domestic regulations to prevent and combat sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including legislation on travel authorizations and migration control.

10.
To request the IIN to work jointly with the SMS—especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator—to develop and implement the measures contained in the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, relying on the support and advisory services of other bodies of the inter-American system and international agencies.

11.
To encourage the IIN and the member states to continue promoting the holding of regional and subregional meetings on “Prevention, protection, and restoration of the rights of children against commercial sexual exploitation in the Caribbean,” such as those held in Central America (Costa Rica, 2010), the Caribbean (Jamaica, 2011), and South America (Asunción, Paraguay, 2012), which led to the publication of the series entitled “Best Practices.”

12.
To request the IIN to continue reporting to the member states on successful experiences and progress in the area, including achievements in caring for victims and fighting crime in local or community contexts.

13.
To urge the authorities of the IIN to include information on follow-up to resolution AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12) in the management report that it is to present at the 88th meeting of the Directing Council, to be held in Medellín, Colombia, on September 19 and 20, 2013.

14.
To invite those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to, as appropriate, the international instruments relating to the fight against sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors.

15.
To encourage member states to consider seeking other means of increasing the funds allocated to the IIN, taking into account the expanded scope of this resolution, and to invite the permanent observers, international financial institutions, regional and subregional organizations, and civil society organizations to contribute to financing this inter-American Cooperation Program and the Specific Fund of the Inter-American Observatory on Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors, as well as the work of the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator.

16.
To urge member states to establish and, where appropriate, strengthen programs for comprehensive and inter-disciplinary care for child and adolescent victims of sexual exploitation and trafficking, in particular those who have contracted HIV/AIDS, and children involved in smuggling, as well as measures to be considered to ensure full respect for their rights.

17.
To request the IIN to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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