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Government of Guatemala
Permanent Mission of Guatemala


Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Organization of American States



Note Verbale



M12-OEA-F.2.1 No. 514-2013

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the General Committee and has the honor of enclosing herewith a draft resolution entitled "Rules on Footnotes" with a view to its distribution to member states and subsequent approval.

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the General Committee assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., May 2, 2013

The Honorable

Chair of the Permanent Council of the

Organization of American States (OAS)

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION
RULES ON FOOTNOTES

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
BEARING IN MIND the decision adopted by the Permanent Council at a regular meeting held on April 20, 2011, on inclusion of footnotes and annexation of documents to draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly for consideration; 
RECOGNIZING that the inclusion of footnotes is a common practice of member states in their work in connection with the General Assembly of the Organization that is not currently addressed in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and

RECOGNIZING ALSO the advisability of having in place rules on the use of footnotes, and that their introduction in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly would contribute to clarity and transparency in the decisions of the General Assembly,
RESOLVES:
1. To adopt rules on the use of footnotes in its Rules of Procedure, as follows:
Article 81 bis:  Delegations may include footnotes in resolutions and declarations, registering them in writing with the Secretariat in the course of the plenary session at which the resolution or declaration was submitted for approval. The Secretariat shall bring all footnotes that it receives to the attention of the delegations prior to the final adoption of the relevant resolution or declaration. The first two lines of the footnote shall be published on the appropriate page and the remainder appended at the end of the resolution of declaration.
2. The General Secretariat shall ensure that the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and any amendments thereto are duly observed.
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