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The meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Graeme C. Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS and Chair of the General Committee, to consider the items on the order of business contained in document CP/CG-1776/09.
1. Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly
The presentation of the annual report of CITEL and draft resolution, presented by COM/CITEL (CP/doc.4382/09) was given by Ms. Graciela Piedras, Principal Telecommunication Specialist.

Ms. Piedras gave her presentation together with a PowerPoint presentation (CP/CG-1783/09) and, after briefly summarizing CITEL, indicated that its work approach emphasized collaboration and coordination with regional and international telecommunication organizations, lending institutions, and development agencies; training of government officials and private sector executives; promotion of the achievement of common positions; and establishment of the region’s priorities in telecommunications.
She also mentioned that today, communication came in many formats and was constantly evolving, and she noted major advances in the growth of the Information Society 

She indicated that CITEL worked in six main work areas: coordination of policy and regulation; technical harmonization; procedural aspects; training; regional and international cooperation; and dissemination of information.  She referred especially to the results obtained in 2008 in these areas.

She also referred to the activities scheduled for 2009 and 2010, with different workshops, seminars, and meetings to be held, culminating in the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL, to be held in Mexico.

The General Committee expressed appreciation for the presentations given by Ms. Piedras and took note of the annual report, as well as the observations of the delegations of Argentina, Uruguay, Mexico, United States, and Peru, and decided to forward it to the Permanent Council for subsequent forwarding to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session.  The draft resolution presented was adopted with the amendments suggested by the delegations of Mexico and United States (CP/CG-1781/09).
2. Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) to the General Assembly
The Chair indicated that the PAIGH had reported that, for reasons of agenda and budget, it would not be possible to give an oral presentation of its annual report.  He also indicated that the Secretariat had offered the PAIGH for the presentation to be given by teleconference, but that, owing to the PAIGH’s Secretary General unanticipated surgery, this had not been possible.

The General Committee took note of the annual report (CP/doc.4388/09) and decided to forward it to the Permanent Council and to the General Assembly, with the observations made by the delegations of United States and Mexico.
3. Consideration of draft resolutions
Before opening the consideration of the draft resolutions, the Chair informed the meeting that, bearing in mind the limits on the number of meetings and time available for discussion of the draft resolutions, he intended to limit the time for negotiation of each resolution to 20 minutes.  He also indicated that the time limit would depend on the number of resolutions to be considered at each meeting.  He also indicated that the Chair recognized the value of informal negotiations in the search for points of consensus and that, therefore, when difficulties arose in reaching agreement, he would insist that the delegations concerned meet informally and seek to overcome existing obstacles.
The Chair immediately offered the floor to the delegation of Chile, which had proposed the draft resolution “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (CP/CG-1771/09).  The delegation of United States requested that consideration of the draft resolution be postponed, since it had only today received the corresponding translation and had not had an opportunity to make the necessary consultations.  The delegations of Venezuela and Mexico requested to appear as co-sponsors of the draft resolution presented, and the delegations of Uruguay and Argentina made comments thereon.  The General Committee decided to postpone consideration of this draft resolution until its next meeting.
The delegation of Canada presented the draft resolution “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the Organization of American States” (CP/CG-1775/09).  The delegations of Chile, Peru, Dominican Republic, United States, Mexico, Argentina, Panama, Paraguay, Colombia, and Brazil expressed their firm support for the draft resolution presented.  The delegation of Venezuela indicated that it did not have instructions from its Ministry of Foreign Affairs and that therefore it was not ready to join the consensus.  The delegation of Nicaragua questioned preambular paragraph 6, which mentioned the Declaration of Port of Spain, and, in that regard, indicated its reservation.  The General Committee decided to postpone its decision until the next meeting.
The Alternate Representative of Panama referred to the subject of the Declaration of Port of Spain and the need to motivate the delegations to try to reach an agreement that would enable headway to be made with all resolutions mentioning this matter.

The delegation of Chile gave the presentation on the draft resolution “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” (CP/CG-1772/09).  The delegation of Mexico requested to appear as a co-sponsor of the draft resolution and observations were made by the delegations of Canada, Dominican Republic, Panama, Venezuela, and Argentina.  The General Committee approved without amendment the draft resolution presented (CP/CG-1772/09 rev. 1).
The meeting continued with consideration of the draft report of the Permanent Council “Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the OAS” and of its draft resolution (CP/CG-1770/09 rev. 1).  The delegation of Canada reported that the changes proposed at the last meeting had been made and that that was why a revised version of the document had been issued.  The delegations of Colombia, Argentina, Panama, and Mexico made observations on the draft resolution.  The delegation of Canada explained the intent and purpose of the resolution. The General Committee approved the report of the Permanent Council on strengthening the role of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights in the Organization of American States (CP/CG-1770/09 rev. 2), and postponed the decision on the draft resolution (CP/CG-1770/09 add. 1) until the next meeting of the General Committee.
The delegations of Costa Rica and Argentina reported that they had concluded the informal negotiations and achieved a single, more simplified, text of the draft resolution “Fiftieth Anniversary of the Creation and Installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Fortieth Anniversary of the Adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and Thirtieth Anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights” (CP/CG-1766/09 rev. 1) and that they were willing to present it at the next meeting of the General Committee, allowing the time necessary for translation into the languages.  The delegations of Brazil and Paraguay requested to be included as co-sponsors of the draft resolution.  The delegations of Venezuela, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, and United States made observations thereon, and the delegation of Nicaragua presented a preambular paragraph and an operative paragraph for consideration when discussion of this draft resolution was taken up (CP/CG-1779/09).
4. Other business
The Chair reported that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday, May 6, 2009.  There being no other items to consider, the Chair thanked everyone for their cooperation during the day and, at 11:35 a.m., declared the meeting closed.
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