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PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CG/SA.163/09


27 July 2009

GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish
Summary of the meeting of May 6, 2009

The meeting was held under the chairmanship of Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS and Chair of the General Committee, to consider the items on the order of business contained in document CP/CG-1788/09 rev. 1.

1. Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”

This draft resolution was presented by the delegation of Chile in document CP/CG-1771/09.  After its submission to the meeting for consideration, the delegation of Venezuela, seconded by the delegation of Costa Rica, proposed amending operative paragraph 5 to refer also to “public” entities.  The draft resolution was approved by the meeting as amended and forwarded to the Permanent Council for consideration.
2. Appointment of women to senior management positions at the Organization of American States

This draft resolution was presented by the delegation of Canada in document CP/CG-1775/09.  The Chair recalled that that draft had been presented at the previous meeting, which had decided to postpone its consideration to give delegations sufficient time to undertake necessary consultations with their authorities.  The delegations of the United States, Costa Rica, Chile, Venezuela, and Colombia expressed their firm support for the draft resolution, and the meeting approved it as presented. 
3. Promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality

The draft resolution on that topic was presented by the delegation of the United States (CP/CG-1778/09).  The delegations of Canada, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Honduras, and Peru expressed appreciation for its presentation and expressed their firm support for it.  The draft was approved by the meeting and referred to the Permanent Council for consideration as presented.  After its approval, the delegation of Venezuela told the Chair that, since it did not have instructions from its foreign ministry, it would appreciate it if the draft’s approval could be postponed until the next meeting of the Committee.  As the text had already been approved, the Chair suggested that the approval be ad referendum of the delegation of Venezuela.  It was so decided. 
4. Human rights and older persons

The delegation of Chile introduced the draft resolution on this topic (CP/CG-1780/09).  It pointed out that its intention was to introduce the item on the Organization’s agenda in view of the absence of information on specific issues related to older persons and the challenges they face.  The following delegations commented:  Peru expressed appreciation for the presentation and asked that the term “older persons” be used instead of “the elderly.”  Mexico supported the draft as presented by Chile.  Argentina suggested postponing consideration of the draft until the next meeting since it was interested in enriching the draft by including some new paragraphs that it would send to the delegation of Chile shortly.  Honduras referred to some mistakes in punctuation and asked to have the text revised.  It also asked to have the fourth preambular paragraph looked at to see whether or not it was germane to this resolution.  Venezuela expressed thanks for the presentation of the draft and commented on what that country had done in this regard.  The United States also said that it would forward some suggestions to the delegation of Chile for a possible revision of the draft.  Chile thanked the delegations for their comments and said it was awaiting the new proposed paragraphs in order to present them at the Committee’s next meeting. The Committee decided to postpone its consideration of this draft until a future meeting.
5. Existing mechanisms for disaster prevention and response and humanitarian assistance among the member states

The draft resolution on this item was presented by the delegation of the Argentine Republic in document CP/CG-1782/09.  The alternate delegate of Argentina indicated that the reasons behind the presentation of this draft were the climate change problems and the need to improve existing prevention mechanisms.  The delegation of Peru expressed appreciation for the draft and suggested a change in operative paragraph 2 to the effect that the working group would be a joint working group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI.  Honduras thanked Argentina for its presentation of the draft and underscored its importance.  It expressed support for Peru’s proposal and asked for a clarification of operative paragraph 2.  The Dominican Republic expressed support for the draft and said that it agreed with the points made by Peru.  It suggested that a new operative paragraph be added urging the member states to ratify or accede to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance.  The delegation of Mexico expressed its agreement with the comments made by the other delegations.  The United States said that it had submitted its questions and concerns about this draft to the delegation of the Argentine Republic and requested that it be considered at a future meeting of the Committee.  Venezuela pointed out that it was unclear about the inclusion of international and regional bodies in this working group.  It also said that it would like a reference to be made in the draft resolution to resolution AG/RES. 2373 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force,” and that it would like to cosponsor the draft.  Canada requested additional information on how the working group and its participants would operate and requested that a reference be made to the guidelines and agreements that emanated from the 30th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held in Geneva in 2007.  Jamaica requested a clarification of paragraph 2.  In view of the various questions and suggestions, the Chair proposed to the Argentine delegation that it submit to the next meeting a revised draft resolution that took the delegations’ comments into account.  It was so decided. 
6. Strengthening the role of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights in the OAS
This draft resolution (CP/CG-1770/09 rev. 2 add. 1) was presented by the delegation of Canada.  The Chair of the Committee reminded the delegations that the draft report on the matter had been approved by the Committee at its previous meeting and that he hoped that the revised version of the draft resolution, which incorporated the comments and proposals made by delegations at the two previous meetings, could be approved expeditiously.  The Alternate Representative of Canada introduced the changes in the new revised draft and the Chair offered the floor for comments.  The delegation of Venezuela requested the addition of a fifth preambular paragraph, which would read:  “TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2411 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2345 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2221 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2132 (XXXV-O/05), ‘Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen),’ whereby it recognized the importance of national systems for the promotion and protection of human rights in safeguarding the rights of the individuals,” and asked to be considered a cosponsor of this draft.  The delegation of Mexico thanked Canada for its flexibility in including the comments of other delegations and asked to that the words “who want to attend and speak” in operative paragraph 2.d on the NHRI representatives be changed to “who want to participate.”  The delegation of the United States requested a clarification of the scope of operative paragraph 2.b.  The delegation of Colombia expressed its agreement with Mexico’s proposal and said that it supported the draft resolution with that change.  The Chair asked the delegation of Canada if it was prepared to answer the questions raised.  He offered the floor to the Alternate Delegate, who requested that Dr. Sigouin be recognized to that end.  The delegations were in agreement with Dr. Sigouin’s replies and with the proposed changes.  Accordingly, the draft resolution was declared approved as amended and was submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration.
7. Free trade and investment in the Hemisphere
The draft report and draft resolution on the topic were presented by the delegation of Mexico (CP/CG-1791/09 and CP/CG-1784/09, respectively).  The delegation of Chile expressed appreciation for the texts.  The delegation of the United States requested that consideration of the matter be postponed to give delegations time to consult with their authorities.  Since the United States was the only delegation to ask to have approval of the draft postponed, the Chair proposed that the draft report and draft resolution be approved ad referendum of the United States.  It was so decided.
8. Promotion and strengthening of democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter
The delegation of Canada presented the corresponding draft resolution (CP/CG-1785/09) and indicated that the delegations of Brazil, Chile, and Peru would cosponsor it.  It noted that the draft was actually a continuation of the resolution adopted by the General Assembly the previous year.  The Alternate Representative of Mexico said that she had just received the Spanish translation that day and, as a result, had not been able to consult with her authorities.  She therefore proposed that consideration of the draft be postponed until the next meeting.  She also requested that the text be presented in such a way as to clearly indicate the changes made with regard to the resolution adopted the previous year.  The Alternate Representative of Venezuela supported Mexico’s request.  The Chair proposed that consideration of this draft resolution be postponed until the next meeting in order to give delegations the necessary time to review it in their own languages and asked the sponsoring delegation to present the revision requested by the delegations at the next meeting of the Committee.
9. Strengthening the activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas
The draft resolution on this topic was presented by the delegation of Chile (CP/CG-1787/09).  The delegation of Chile referred to the changes in the draft compared with the previous year’s General Assembly resolution.  The delegation of Mexico expressed its firm support for the draft, and the delegations of the United States and Panama asked to be considered cosponsors.  The draft resolution was approved as presented by the delegation of Chile, without any changes.
10. Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere 
The draft resolution in question was presented by the delegation of Canada in document CP/CG-1786/09.  In her presentation, the Alternate Representative of Canada said that, since it seemed that the Spanish translation of the document had gone out only recently, Canada was prepared to consider the matter at a future meeting if the delegates so decided.  The delegation of the United States expressed appreciation for the draft and said that it would forward proposed changes to the delegation of Canada.  The delegation of Mexico requested that the following phrase be inserted at the end of operative paragraph 1: “and the exchange of experiences to advance the promotion of corporate social responsibility policies.”  The Alternate Representative of Honduras asked for more time to consider the draft resolution and requested information regarding operative paragraph 4.  In response to delegations’ comments, the Chair proposed that consideration of that draft be postponed and asked the sponsoring delegation to present a revised version incorporating the proposed changes.
11. Commemoration of the fiftieth Anniversary of the creation and installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the fortieth Anniversary of the adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights  (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and the thirtieth Anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
The draft resolution was submitted by the delegations of Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Mexico, and cosponsored by the delegations of Brazil and Paraguay (CP/CG-1766/09 rev. 1).  The delegation of Nicaragua submitted new paragraphs for consideration (CP/CG-1779/09).  In reference to the two paragraphs proposed by the delegation of Nicaragua, the delegation of Colombia emphasized that the draft under consideration was commemorative in nature and not intended to assess the role played by those bodies.  It said that any mention of that role should be made in other documents and not in that one.  The delegations of Brazil and Argentina said that they agreed with that position.  The delegation of the United States expressed support for the draft but suggested technical edits to some paragraphs.  It said that, once they had been made, its delegation wished to be considered a cosponsor.  The delegation of Venezuela took the floor to present two new paragraphs.  The delegation of Mexico supported Colombia’s view that the draft was meant to be merely commemorative and expressed concern that those new proposals were intended to assess the work of the bodies.  The delegation of Chile said that an effort should be made to maintain the objectivity sought in the draft resolution.  The delegation of Canada said that it opposed the two paragraphs proposed by Nicaragua as they ran counter to the spirit and the purpose of the draft.  The delegation of Nicaragua defended the insertion of its two paragraphs and asked that they be discussed.  The delegations of Peru and Costa Rica took the floor to support the views of the delegations of Colombia and Mexico.  The delegation of the Argentine Republic reiterated that the draft pertained to a commemoration and not a celebration and that it hoped that a new revised text that included the delegations’ comments would be provided at the next meeting.  The delegation of Paraguay appealed to those delegations that had made proposals contrary to the spirit and purpose of the draft resolution to withdraw them.  Consideration of that draft was postponed until a future meeting.

12. Other business
The delegation of Nicaragua referred to the topic considered under item 2 of the order of business, “Appointment of women to senior management positions at the Organization of American States,” and said that it wished to comment on the sixth preambular paragraph.  The Chair indicated that the Committee had already approved the draft resolution and that it would therefore take note of Nicaragua's comments.[image: image1.png]
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