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Summary of the meeting of May 12, 2009

The meeting was held under the chairmanship of Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS and Chair of the General Committee, to consider the items on the order of business contained in document CP/CG-1793/09 rev. 2.

1. XX Pan American Child Congress


Ambassador María Zavala Valladares, Permanent Representative of Peru, presented this draft resolution (CP/CG-1789/09).  The delegations of Panama, Costa Rica, Mexico, Chile, Paraguay, and the United States thanked Peru for the draft resolution and expressed strong support for it.  The Committee decided to approve the draft and to forward it to the Permanent Council for appropriate action.
2. Promotion and strengthening of democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter
The draft resolution had been presented by the delegation of Canada at the previous meeting.  At the request of the delegations, the delegation of Canada presented a revised version of the document (CP/CG-1785/09 rev. 1) indicating in bold the changes made compared to the resolution adopted by the General Assembly in 2008.  The delegation of Venezuela also submitted new paragraphs for consideration in document CP/CG-1795/09.  The alternate delegate of Venezuela explained that those paragraphs were intended to enrich the proposed text and asked to have them inserted in the preambular section.  She said that they had been taken from the Inter-American Democratic Charter and from a resolution adopted by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).  The delegation of Mexico said that it was prepared to approve the draft as presented by the delegation of Canada but, as it had not seen the Venezuelan delegation’s proposal before, it would have to consult with its authorities.  The sponsoring delegation said that it was open to suggestions and asked the delegation of Venezuela to indicate specifically where it would like the proposed paragraphs to be inserted.  Accordingly, the Committee decided to continue its consideration of the draft at a future meeting and asked the sponsoring delegation to present a new revision that would contain the new proposed paragraphs.
3. Consumer protection

The draft resolution on this topic was presented by the delegation of El Salvador (CP/CG-1790/09).  In his presentation, the alternate delegate of El Salvador said that the purpose of the draft resolution was to provide opportunities for the OAS, through the General Secretariat, to coordinate its work in that regard with other forums and with civil society.  He also said that the information provided was purely complementary and that the text was focused, minimalist, and cautious, and sought at a first stage to have a study conducted of the advisability of establishing mechanisms for cooperation and coordination.  The delegations of Mexico and Canada said that they did not have the necessary instructions from their authorities to negotiate the draft resolution.  The delegation of the Argentine Republic expressed support for the draft and requested changes in operative paragraph 2.  The delegation of the United States requested further clarification of operative paragraph 1.  Since two delegations were not in a position to approve the draft resolution, the Chair suggested that its consideration be postponed until the next meeting.  It was so decided.
4. Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere 

The delegation of Canada had presented a draft resolution on that topic at an earlier meeting of the Committee and, at the present meeting, submitted a revised version of that draft (CP/CG-1786/09 rev. 1), which incorporated the suggestions made by the delegations of the United States and Mexico.  The delegation of the United States requested that new changes be made its own proposals, which Canada had included in the revised document.  The delegation of the Argentine Republic asked to have some new points added, the first of which pertained to operative paragraph 2 and the reference to “value chains” and to “… and join in the implementation of such principles and initiatives.”  In operative paragraph 3, it requested that mention be made to a resolution of the International Labour Organization (ILO) on the promotion of sustainable enterprises and to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  In paragraph 5, it requested that the ILO be included among the organizations mentioned.  The delegations of Brazil and Venezuela pointed out that the word “voluntary” was used too frequently and said that they would be proposing new texts to delete it.  As there was no consensus on the draft, the Chair proposed that its consideration be postponed and asked the delegation of Canada to provide the next meeting with a new revised text that would reflect the suggestions made.  It was so decided.
5. Human rights and older persons
The draft resolution on this topic had been presented by the delegation of Chile at the previous meeting, and a decision on it postponed to give the delegations additional time to consult with their authorities.  The delegation of Chile reported that the revised draft (CP/CG-1780/09 rev. 1) contained the suggestions made by some delegations at the prior meeting, which were related to the first three operative paragraphs.  The delegation of Honduras suggested adding a new preambular paragraph, which reaffirmed full respect for the rights of all persons, with inclusion and equity and without discrimination by reason of age.  The delegation of the Argentine Republic said it was prepared to approve the draft as presented by the delegation of Chile, even though it recognized that the Honduran proposal was a valuable contribution.  The delegation of Peru asked to become a cosponsor of the draft resolution.  The delegation of the United States requested additional time to consult with its authorities on the Honduran proposal and said that it agreed with the draft as presented by the sponsoring delegation.  The delegation of Mexico supported the Honduran proposal.  The delegation of Nicaragua said that it could not support the sixth preambular paragraph and asked the Chair to include the reservation it had transmitted to it regarding the Declaration of Port of Spain.      The Committee approved the draft resolution ad referendum of the United States, with the inclusion of the new paragraph proposed by Honduras.
6. Commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the creation and installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the fortieth anniversary of the adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights  (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and the thirtieth anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
The draft resolution was submitted by the delegations of Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Mexico, and cosponsored by the delegations of Brazil and Paraguay (CP/CG-1766/09 rev.  2).  Texts under this item were also presented by the delegations of Nicaragua (CP/CG-1779/09) and Venezuela (CP/CG-1794/09).  The delegation of the Argentine Republic made a brief presentation of rev. 2 of the document, which incorporated the stylistic changes made by the delegations at the last meeting but did not include the paragraphs proposed by Nicaragua and Venezuela as it considered them incompatible with the spirit and purpose of the draft resolution.  The Chair reminded the delegations that this was the fourth time the Committee was considering the draft resolution and that, in his view, there was considerable support for it.  The delegations of Colombia, the United States, Canada, and Brazil expressed firm support for the draft and considered that it was ready for approval.  The delegation of Venezuela asked to have the draft resolution reviewed, paragraph by paragraph, either within the Committee or informally among delegations.  The delegation of Mexico reiterated that this draft was not the appropriate place to focus on what the organs did or failed to do and that, as far as a paragraph by paragraph review was concerned, it considered that such a review was not valid because its intent would be to introduce new paragraphs, which various delegations had said that were not in a position to approve.  The delegation of the Argentine Republic emphasized that the objective was to commemorate a milestone in the history of these organizations.  It maintained that it was not relevant to proceed paragraph by paragraph, especially because no specific objections had been raised to any of the paragraphs of the draft.  The delegation of Nicaragua did not agree and said that the draft contained substantive political elements that Nicaragua was not in a position to accept.  The delegation of the Dominican Republic supported the views of the delegations of Colombia, Argentina, and Mexico.  Since that was the fourth time the draft resolution had been taken up and that it had been widely discussed, the Chair suggested that the delegations of Nicaragua and Venezuela might wish to express their positions in footnotes and that the meeting could proceed to approve the draft.  The delegation of Guyana said that the paragraphs proposed by Nicaragua were very subjective and consequently should not appear in the draft.  At the request of the delegation of Chile, a recess was called to give the delegations time to negotiate among themselves.  Following the break, the alternate delegate of the Argentine Republic announced that a consensus had been reached on deletion of the penultimate preambular paragraph.  The delegation of Venezuela said that it would come back to the next meeting with an answer on whether it could go along with the agreement or, if not, would include a footnote.  The delegation of Nicaragua said that it would present the new text and would announce a definitive decision on the matter at the next meeting.  Accordingly, the Chair proposed, and delegations concurred, that approval of the draft resolution would be postponed until the next General Committee meeting.
7. Other business

The delegation of Honduras announced that its country wished to become a cosponsor of the draft resolution “Human Rights and Older Persons.”
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