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Summary of the meeting of March 26, 2010

The meeting, chaired by Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS and Chair of the General Committee, considered the items on the order of business contained in document CP/CG-1820/10 rev. 1.  The delegations of Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela were in attendance.

1. Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to the General Assembly

The Annual Report of PAHO was presented by Dr. Jon Kim Andrus, Deputy Director of PAHO (CP/doc.4470/10 and add. 1).  Dr. Andrus said the report covered the 2008-2009 period and was in six sections:  (1) A New Vision, (2) Moving toward Universal Coverage, (3) Building People-Centered Health Services, (4) Promoting Public Policy for Health, (5) New Leadership for Health, and (6) Facing Future Challenges.

On Section 1, “A New Vision,” he said that, despite impressive gains in life expectancy and other aggregate indicators, millions of people still lacked access to health care and other conditions essential for good health.  Many countries had tried to tackle these problems through health system reform, but their efforts had yielded limited, mixed, and even counterproductive results. Only a handful of countries in the region had traditionally made primary health care a pillar of their health systems. They were among the countries that had achieved the best health results.  In September 2005, PAHO had produced Renewing Primary Health Care in the Americas, a position paper that redefined the approach and laid out strategic and programmatic orientations for building health systems based on the renewed vision.

On Section 2, “Moving toward Universal Coverage,” he said that, in the period covered by the report, the PAHO member states had made significant progress toward universal access to health through new laws and policy frameworks as well as through concrete programs on the ground.  As examples he cited Bolivia, which had supported a program promoting prenatal care for pregnant women without health insurance; Colombia, where a special technical group (mesa técnica) had been formed to develop alternative and multicultural models of primary health care guaranteeing the expansion of social protection and access to quality health services for people living in remote areas; Costa Rica, which had developed a model for guaranteed access to health services and for expanding coverage to formerly excluded populations; Ecuador, which had contributed to the health focus of Ecuador’s new constitution, approved in September 2008, which codified the right of all citizens to sumac kawsay, Quechua for “good living”; Haiti, which helped to develop a strategy to reduce maternal and infant mortality by ensuring free access to prenatal, delivery, neonatal, and post-natal care; Honduras, which had reorganized the health services in 20 regions, implementing new models of care in 29 health units in 10 municipalities; Panama and Paraguay, which had helped to develop and launch new health plans for indigenous peoples; Peru, which had supported the implementation of a new Law on Universal Insurance, which was passed to complement existing insurance schemes linked to employment with the government or private enterprise; and Uruguay, which had supported the development and implementation of a new National Integrated Health System.

On Section 3, “Building People-Centered Health Services,” Dr. Andrus said this work ranged from sweeping decentralization efforts to more focused initiatives aimed at improving the quality and acceptability of care.  He cited as examples Belize, supporting efforts to integrate HIV prevention, care, and treatment, as well as prevention and control of chronic noncommunicable diseases into primary health care; Brazil, supporting the formation of multidisciplinary teams to provide people-centered family health care as part of the country’s Family Health Strategy; Chile, the PAHO/WHO Collaborating Center for Primary Health Care, in the School of Nursing at the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile, which had developed an innovative program to provide “distance care” via telephone for patients with diabetes and other chronic conditions; in the Eastern Caribbean, collaboration on the Conference for Health Services Managers and Clinical Engineers; Trinidad and Tobago, which had supported a primary health care approach through the promotion of integrated delivery systems and the integration of mental health services into community-based primary health care; the Turks and Caicos Islands, where PAHO had provided training in contact tracing and counseling for nurses and medical practitioners caring for HIV/STD patients; and Venezuela, supporting the Barrio Adentro (Inside the Neighborhood) initiative, which had installed 8,000 “consultation points” in people’s homes and constructed 3,580 clinics for people who traditionally lacked access to health services.

On Section 4, “Promoting Public Policy for Health,” Dr. Andrus pointed to PAHO’s technical cooperation in the area, noting that its Caribbean Food and Nutrition Institute (CFNI) had vigorously promoted a public policy approach to the Caribbean’s food-related health problems.  In Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean, PAHO was supporting efforts to follow up on the Port of Spain Declaration, “Uniting to Stop the Epidemic of Chronic Noncommunicable Diseases.” Activities supported by PAHO included the annual observance of Caribbean Wellness Day, the development of healthy public policies, the formation of national commissions on noncommunicable diseases, and efforts to mobilize civil society and academic institutions.  In Guatemala, PAHO had worked with members of Congress to obtain approval of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control and passage of a new Law on Smoke-Free Environments at the national level, which included bars and restaurants.
In the area of promoting and protecting health as a human right, he reported that PAHO had conducted the following activities:  support to the formulation of primary health care policy to promote and protect health as a human right; and close collaboration in 2008 with regional and global human rights bodies, including the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and committees created by United Nations human rights treaties (Committee on the Rights of Women and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, among others). PAHO provided technical briefings for the IACHR and other committees on the right to health and other human rights of people with disabilities, people with HIV, and people with mental disorders, as well as on malnutrition in indigenous children.

As for Section 5, “New Leadership for Health,” Dr. Andrus said that PAHO and its member countries had carried out a number of initiatives aimed at promoting a primary health care orientation through cross-sector advocacy and dialogue, building of leadership capacity, and improvements in health information gathering.  He cited as examples the collaboration between PAHO and the WHO to promote synergies between global health initiatives and efforts to strengthen health systems based on primary health care.  PAHO was working with existing regional integration mechanisms--CARICOM, MERCOSUR, SICA, UNASUR, and the Andean Community.  Since 2003, a Vaccination Week in the Americas had been held at the end of April.  Forty-five countries and territories had taken part, vaccinating nearly 60 million people against diseases including polio, measles, rubella, tetanus, yellow fever, and influenza.  The achievements of this Vaccination Week were a reduction in vaccination inequities, political priority, cross-border coordination, interagency cooperation, integrated health activities, and broad dissemination of information; this was becoming a global initiative.  PAHO had also supported the creation of a new Pan American Alliance for Nutrition and Development by the United Nations Regional Directors for Latin America, aimed at advancing toward the Millennium Development Goals by strengthening and integrating international and national responses to issues of nutrition, health, and development.
On Section 6, “Facing Future Challenges,” Dr. Andrus said the challenge of achieving “Health for All” would not be met easily or soon.  Many countries in the region still did not have broad health protection schemes, and significant numbers of people–some 125 million regionwide–continued to lack access to basic health services.  He identified as a political expression of the intent to address this situation the Health Agenda for the Americas, adopted by the Ministers of Health of the Americas in 2007, which represented the countries’ perspective and their framework for future action.  Dr. Andrus said that, looking ahead, it was necessary to safeguard and maintain the progress made.  Among the important advances in the region he cited those of the immunization program, with the elimination of measles and the eradication of polio; the impact on diphtheria and whooping cough; and the elimination of rubella.

Dr. Andrus went on to say that a renovation of primary health care was needed now more than even throughout the Americas. Through its technical cooperation programs and promotion initiatives, PAHO would continue to support this process to make “Health for All” a reality in all member states.

The delegations of Argentina, Peru, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay, Mexico, and Saint Kitts and Nevis thanked him for his complete and very illustrative report and recognized the important work of PAHO, which all of them called essential to the region.

The delegation of Argentina also pointed to PAHO’s work and leadership in coordinating the health action group in Haiti.  The delegation supported the efforts of PAHO to revitalize primary health care with the aim of achieving health for all; to renew primary health care was to renew the capacity of all countries to organize a coordinated, effective, and sustainable strategy for resolving existing health problems, addressing new health challenges, and improving equity, in keeping with the UN Millennium Declaration.

The delegation of Peru said it had been pleased to read in the report about efforts by PAHO and its member states to address the Health Agenda for the Americas, for example, the broadening of universal health coverage, the Vaccination Weeks in the Americas, and the launch of the Pan American Alliance for Nutrition and Development.  Peru also pointed to PAHO’s role in responding to and mitigating the effects of the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  The delegation had taken due note of the challenges still to be faced in the region so as to adequately address the health needs of the Hemisphere’s population.  It underlined Peru’s firm commitment to the Health Agenda for the Americas and its special interest in contributing to the work of PAHO and the OAS to meet its high objectives.

The delegation of Chile said the programs and projects under way contributed to improvements in health in the Americas.  It valued in particular the efforts to bring about universal coverage and to promote public health policies, saying that primary health care was very important to the region.  It cited Vaccination Week in the Americas as one of PAHO’s successful programs.  It also underscored the efficiency and swiftness with which PAHO had taken very effective action after the recent catastrophes in Haiti and Chile–for example, how PAHO had acted in Chile to obtain vaccinations in record time.  The delegation reaffirmed its commitment to continued collaboration with PAHO.

The delegation of Paraguay referred to the key role played by PAHO at the time of the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  It expressed particular gratitude for PAHO’s collaboration in the case of indigenous peoples.  It made a special appeal to PAHO to not forget the dengue problems in Paraguay and to continue its assistance in this area.

The delegation of Uruguay noted in particular PAHO’s efforts in response to the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  Uruguay voiced its support for PAHO’s work and its intention to continue to deepen its cooperation with PAHO.

The delegation of Mexico thanked PAHO for its support in response to the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  It also pointed to PAHO’s special support to Mexico during the outbreak of the H1N1 epidemic, in particular its invaluable technical cooperation.

The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis placed special emphasis on PAHO’s work in countries of the Caribbean, thanking it for the assistance given after the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  Saint Kitts and Nevis said it and CARICOM would continue to support the important work of PAHO.
Dr. Andrus thanked the delegations for their comments and said it was an honor for everyone at PAHO to work for and serve its member states.  He mentioned the recent visit by PAHO officials to Haiti.  He also called the extraordinary response by member states to the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile an example of solidarity and Pan American spirit in the Americas.

The General Committee took note of the report and of the observations and comments of the delegations and decided to convey them to the Permanent Council for subsequent presentation to the General Assembly at its next regular session.

2. Topics relating to children

For its consideration of these topics, the Committee was joined by Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director General of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), who presented the Annual Report of the Institute to the General Assembly and the Report on the Eradication of the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and Adolescents, documents CP/doc.4468/10 and addenda 1, 2, and 3, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2486 (XXXIX-O/09).

Ms. Aguilar gave PowerPoint presentations, which were published with the classifications CP/doc.4468/10 add. 1-a and add. 4.  To begin her presentation of the Annual Report, she referred to the Institute’s spirit of transparency and genuine commitment to promoting and protecting the rights of children and adolescents in the Americas.  She also referred to the declaration in support of Haiti, in which the countries had pledged to conduct joint efforts, while recognizing the sovereignty of the state, and established agreements and lines of work; this had resulted in a proposed “Technical assistance project for strengthening institutions for the effective protection of the human rights of children and adolescents in Haiti.”  She continued by reporting on the mission to Haiti; meetings had been held with the Minister of Social Affairs and Labor, the Director of the Institute of Social Welfare, the Director of Judicial Affairs, and programs and agencies of the inter-American system. She pointed in particular to a visit to the Support Group for Repatriated Persons and Refugees, an agency that performed advocacy work promoting the registry of all Haitian children without exception.

Ms. Aguilar said the IIN had made 2009 a special opportunity for celebrating various important dates, such as the 82nd anniversary of the founding of the Inter-American Children's Institute, the 50th anniversary of its incorporation into the Organization of American States, the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the holding of the 20th Pan American Child Congress.

She also referred to the various activities conducted with the OAS through the Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA) and with the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP).

Ms. Aguilar referred to the IIN’s active participation in the Eleventh Ibero-American Conference of Ministers and Authorities Responsible for Children, held in Lisbon, Portugal; the Regional Summit of Civil Registries and Identification and the VI Meeting of the Latin American and Caribbean Council for Civil Registration, Identification and Vital Statistics (CLARCIEV), held in Bogotá, Colombia; the second annual meeting of the Global Movement for Children (GMC), held in Panama; and the First World Congress on Restorative Juvenile Justice, held in Lima, Peru.

She pointed to the Internet portal “Our Voice in Colours,” developed by the IIN to disseminate information on participation by children and adolescents.  This was the first permanent forum exclusively devoted to children’s participation, an interactive site for communication and exchange among groups of children and adolescents to promote the sharing of information on national and regional experiences with children’s participation.

During the period covered by this report, she said, two meetings of the Working Group on Children’s Participation had been held–the first before the 20th Pan American Child Congress, the second after the Congress.  The meetings had allowed the IIN to work on the frame of reference for children’s participation.

In the area of training, she said, a virtual course had been given on children’s participation in citizenship-building and its influence on public policies, the aim being to provide information and strategic elements to those responsible for designing proposals and initiatives to promote participation.

As for activities to promote participation, she said the First Pan American Forum on Children, in the context of the 20th Pan American Congress, reflected the firm intent of the member states to include children’s voices at the highest level in dealing with issues of children and youth within the inter-American system.

She then referred to the First Meeting of Children and Youth Advocates, whose purpose had been to strengthen the capacity of such advocates to defend and promote the rights of children and youth in the member states.

On the subject of violence, she said the IIN had prepared a special electronic newsletter that included a video on the physical punishment of children and adolescents.

On projects conducted by the Institute with specific funds, she said the Agreement between the Organization of American States and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child had been designed to strengthen the capacity of national institutions to learn about and generate mechanisms for the defense and promotion of the rights of children and adolescents, and to strengthen public policies, legislation, and independent systems for monitoring these rights.

Ms. Aguilar reported that 84th regular meeting of the IIN Directing Council had been held in Lima, Peru, with 24 member states participating, during the week of the 20th Pan American Child Congress, according to the protocol that gave rise to the Congress.

The 20th Pan American Congress, she explained, was an inter-American ministerial meeting the aim of which was to promote discussion of experiences and information-sharing among the peoples of the Americas on topics related to the Institute and to issue recommendations on those topics.  She said the Congress was held every five years, as convened by the IIN Directing Council.

Among the outcomes of the 20th Pan American Congress, she noted that the states, in resolution CPNNA/RES. 1 (XX-09), had issued a series of proposals to orient the actions being taken on children’s issues.

An important factor in the proper functioning of the Institute was financial management, she said; during 2009, the Institute had achieved proper performance while always using the resources entrusted to it in a transparent manner. Operating expenses continued to be reduced significantly in relation to previous years, after a reevaluation of costs and identification of a new set of service and goods providers.

The major contributors to the specific funds were the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, and Worship of Argentina, UNICEF, Save the Children (of Sweden), and PLAN International–Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean. Ms. Aguilar thanked them for their contributions in support of various programs.

Regarding the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, she said the IIN had submitted to the Secretary General the report on strategies developed by the states, which included efforts to adapt law to the framework of international standards and the development and implementation of public policies consistent with international recommendations on the matter.

She reported that a virtual course-workshop had been conducted for persons responsible for this area; it had been designed to promote critical thought from a rights perspective. She emphasized that the Institute had worked with the states to eliminate this problem.  Among the achievements made, she cited the update of the AnnaObserva Inter-American Observatory (“An Atlas about Children”) and the technical advisory services rendered to member states.  In conclusion, Ms. Aguilar said progress had been made in the region’s understanding of the problem with broader dissemination of information on intervention and prevention measures from a rights perspective.

The delegations of Mexico, Brazil, Uruguay, Saint Lucia, Venezuela, Peru, and Saint Kitts and Nevis thanked Ms. Aguilar for presenting such a complete report, noted the extraordinary efforts of the Institute on behalf of children and youth in the Americas, and reaffirmed their support for its work.

The delegation of Mexico said the report demonstrated the Institute’s constant work and its progress to date.  In particular, Mexico recognized progress in the area of the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, saying the publication on good practices, planned for distribution this year, would be very useful to the countries. The discussion of experiences surely would help to make the Hemisphere safer for children and youth. The delegation noted with great interest the new activities in the participation area, especially the “Our Voice in Colours” portal.

The delegation of Brazil referred to the IIN’s support of children and youth in Haiti, which it called highly important in view of the humanitarian emergency. Brazil expressed interest in tightening cooperation and the discussion of good practices in promoting and protecting the rights of children and adolescents among the countries of the region.  It congratulated the Institute on the success achieved at the 20th Pan American Congress and welcomed the news on good resource management, which would surely benefit the children of the Americas.
The delegation of Uruguay said the topic of children and adolescents had always been a priority for its country from the inception of the Institute through the inspired vision of Dr. Luis Morquio, who had been a tireless champion of the rights of children and youth.  It should be recognized, it said, that the IIN, since its founding, had remained faithful to its historic commitment to the rights and welfare of the child and adolescent population and continued to serve the Hemisphere as a technical and social policy reference point of fundamental importance in the search for innovative answers to the diverse and complex problems of children and youth.  The topics of children, adolescents, and youth were the highest priorities on the political agenda.  Uruguay was working intensively on various levels: the National Youth Plan, which constituted a common effort with the Equity Plan, the Equal Opportunities and Rights Plan, the Ceibal Plan, and the National Strategy for Children and Youth. All these instruments helped to lend coherence to public policy, making citizen participation a fundamental aspect of policy formulation and monitoring. Uruguay, since 2006, had been implementing a Children’s and Youth Participation Program (PROPIA) aimed at promoting such participation throughout the country to promote integration and a better quality of life.  In November 2009, the country had created a Consultative Advisory Council whose function was to advise the directors of the Inter-American Children's Institute of Uruguay (INAU) on matters of policies on children and youth; this initiative had arisen from the First Pan American Forum on Children, held in Lima, Peru, in the context of the 20th Pan American Child Congress. The delegation also said that, in the context of the Seminar “Democratization of Knowledge to Create a Culture of Peace,” held in Montevideo, Uruguay, in April 2009, the IIN had launched the “Decalogue on Defense of Children and Youth in a Time of Crisis” in memory of Dr. Morquio, who had been the promoter and signatory of the first Decalogue on the Rights of the Child in 1927.  Finally, the delegation of Uruguay emphasized that its country had deposited the instrument of ratification of the Inter-American Convention on Conflict of Laws Concerning the Adoption of Minors on June 16, 2009.

The delegation of Saint Lucia thanked the Governments of Canada and Peru for their support for its attendance at the 20th Pan American Child Congress.  It reported that its participation had been gratifying and enriching, with a discussion of best practices that would be highly useful to Saint Lucia.

The delegation of Venezuela recognized the importance of the Institute, particularly in assisting the states in formulating policy for protecting the rights of the children and youth in the region.

The delegation of Peru said the review of the efforts and activities of the Institute and the member states on behalf of children and adolescents in the Hemisphere – including the 20th Pan American Child Congress and the First Forum on Children, held in Peru in September 2009 – demonstrated the progress made toward strengthening rights, training human resources, building citizenship, and promoting democratic values and practices among children and youth of the Hemisphere.  The delegation expressed its firm commitment to continuing to work in coordination with the member states and the Office of the Director General of the IIN to address the pending agenda and the complex challenges it posed in the present context in terms of children’s issues, bearing in mind the enormous human capital the children and youth of the Hemisphere represented and taking a human rights perspective.  Lastly, it thanked all the member states serving on the IIN Directing Council for their valuable contributions to the 20th Pan American Child Congress, held in Peru, as well as the IIN officials, in particular its Director General, for their dedicated work in conducting those events.

The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis congratulated the Institute on its work and encouraged it to continue on that positive path for the benefit of the children and youth of the Americas.  It also welcomed the agreements reached, especially with UNICEF and the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of PLAN International, and the Internet page that gave children a chance to contribute to their own development.

The General Committee took note of the reports and of the observations and comments of the delegations and decided to transmit them to the Permanent Council with the recommendation that they be presented to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session.

3. Report of the Secretary General on OAS cooperation with the African Union

The presentation of this report of the Secretary General was given by Ms. Irene Klinger, Director of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations (CP/CG-1819/10 corr. 1).

Ms. Klinger said this report was being presented in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2489 (XXXIX-O/09) and emphasized cooperation between the Organization of American States (OAS) and the African Union (AU) between January and December 2009.

After a brief summary of the beginning of the collaborative relationship between the two organizations and on the “Democracy Bridge:  Multilateral Regional Efforts for the Promotion and Defense of Democracy in Africa and America,” held in July 2007, and the two General Assembly resolutions on the subject (AG/RES. 2419 and AG/RES. 2489), Ms. Klinger reported on various cooperation activities, especially in the areas of electoral observation and promotion of human rights.

She referred to the meetings of the OAS-AU Working Group, an internal body that brought together representatives of all areas of the OAS General Secretariat; its work had been focused on giving a definitive shape to the negotiations on the draft Memorandum of Understanding and laying the foundations for renewed ties between the two entities. That Memorandum of Understanding had been signed on October 1, 2009, by the Secretary General of the OAS and the Chairperson of the African Union Commission.  It established a high level of cooperation on matters related to promotion of democracy and strengthening of democratic institutions and processes, conflict resolution, protection of human rights and the rights of peoples, and social and economic development.

During a visit by a delegation of the African Union Commission, headed by Mr. Erastus Mwencha, Vice Chairperson of the Commission, it had been agreed to adopt measures aimed at intensifying cooperation, which included the final text of the Memorandum of Understanding.

She reported on the dialogue held in April 2009 by high officials of the African Union and members of the OAS-AU Working Group, at which it had been decided to move ahead with a second Democracy Forum.  Representatives of the AU had expressed their wish to draw upon OAS experience in specific areas, such as human rights, electoral observation, promotion of democracy, and conflict prevention and resolution.

She pointed to the discussion of experiences with electoral observer missions, citing as an example the invitation received from the Republic of Togo to observe its presidential elections of March 4, 2010.  The Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) had sent an interregional technical cooperation mission consisting of four specialists who joined the African Union observer mission.  In 2008, it had participated in similar efforts concerning legislative elections in Angola.

As for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Ms. Klinger noted that an information exchange had been maintained for a number of years through contacts and visits.  In May 2009, the regional rapporteurs for freedom of expression of both entities, together with special rapporteurs of the United Nations and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), had issued a Joint Declaration on a Framework for Media and Elections.

She said the IACHR and the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR) were working to increase cooperation by establishing ties and an ongoing exchange of information. The IACHR was to provide information on topics such as jurisprudence, thematic rapporteurships, on-site visits, country reports, and measures to implement regional standards and decisions on human rights.  Another project on which they were working was the future exchange of views or debate on subjects of shared interest, focusing on how to deal with procedural problems and lend greater efficacy to the respective commissions in their promotion and protection of human rights in each region.

She mentioned various initiatives that were in the 2010 planning stage and had received partial financing from the Permanent Mission of the United States to the OAS.  These included a Forum on Democracy and Human Rights, on which OAS and AU officials had agreed as a follow-up to the Democracy Bridge forum.

Also in the planning stage was the drafting of the 2010-2011 Work Plan.  Planned for the middle or end of April was a preparatory visit in advance of an exchange program to follow up on the Memorandum of Understanding, which provided for an agreement to be reached on a work plan for joint activities.

Also in the planning phase was a special meeting of the OAS Permanent Council to receive high officials of the African Union, as provided in resolution AG/RES. 2419 (XXXVIII-O/08).

Ms. Klinger completed her presentation by saying that significant progress had been made, although not as rapidly as desired, and the Secretariat would continue its efforts to achieve better results in the shortest time possible.

The delegations of Mexico, the United States, Chile, and Venezuela thanked Ms. Klinger for presenting the report and reaffirmed their support for ongoing cooperation between the OAS and the AU in pursuing their common aims.

The delegation of Mexico emphasized that the closer ties between the two institutions would result in better understanding and strengthen democracies in both Africa and the Americas.  It welcomed the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding, the discussion of experiences with electoral observer missions, and the project being formulated with the IACHR to establish an ongoing information exchange.  Mexico concluded by saying that, with the Memorandum of Understanding, it hoped future ties would be established in the area of integral development.

The delegation of the United States recommended that the topic be discussed at the next meeting of the Permanent Council; this subject was of special importance at this time of implementation of the OAS-AU Memorandum of Understanding.  In recent years, there had been a democratic transformation of the African continent.  As expressed within the Permanent Council, the Americas shared with Africa a commitment to democracy, reflected both in the Inter-American Democratic Charter and in the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance.  The U.S. Government had been very pleased to support recent OAS efforts to strengthen cooperation with the AU, particularly in the area of human rights, and hoped to continue that support.  Lastly, the delegation said the challenge for the OAS was to use our democratic association, both Africans and people of the Americas, to realize the benefits of democracy.  It looked forward with interest to working with member states that shared cultural, economic, or political ties with Africa.

The delegation of Chile pointed to the important work performed and welcomed the signature of the Memorandum of Understanding.  It referred to the work under way both in the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and in the electoral area and expressed the hope that, with the signature of the Memorandum, new fields of action important to our Organization would continue to be developed and expanded.

The delegation of Venezuela reaffirmed its interest in the matter. In order to enrich the report, it said, the history back to 2002 should be given; the corresponding paragraph as now written gave the impression that cooperation had begun with the Democracy Bridge:  Multilateral Regional Efforts for the Promotion and Defense of Democracy in Africa and America, held in 2007.  It also suggested that, insofar as common objectives or interests like the protection and promotion of democracy and democratic processes were concerned, in the interest of consistency with the General Assembly resolution the report should also mention efforts to achieve equitable economic and social development, which was the language used in the resolution, referring to fighting hunger and poverty and promoting social inclusion.  With respect to work with the IACHR, the delegation asked whether there was any kind of joint endeavor specifically related to the rapporteurship on the rights of persons of African descent and against racial discrimination, which was the reference made in resolution AG/RES. 2419 when it spoke of the IACHR. As for future cooperation activities, it said the second forum should focus not only on democracy and human rights but also on economic and social development, since these should not be separated.

Ms. Klinger thanked the delegations for their comments and questions and said the Memorandum of Understanding referred, in its objectives and areas of cooperation, to democracy, the building of democratic institutions, conflict resolution, protection of human rights and the rights of peoples, and social and economic development; but in terms of the activities conducted and what had been stated by the African Union itself, most of the activities had been in the areas of democracy and human rights, since that was what had been possible.  This did not mean, she said, that the topics of social and economic development would not be addressed at some point.  She also said the idea for the second forum had arisen from the first forum and that its title and design were still being defined; what was presented in the report was only a preliminary version.

The delegation of Venezuela thanked Ms. Klinger for her explanation.  It requested that a distinction be made between the forums to reflect the explanation given, in the sense that the resolution did not arise from the holding of a forum entitled “Democracy and Human Rights”; this, said the delegation, would be more in keeping with what the resolution said.

The General Committee took note of the report and of the comments and observations of the delegations and decided to so inform the Permanent Council for appropriate action.

4. Report and draft resolution on “Freedom of Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere”

The Chair said this report (CP/CG-1822/10), prepared by the Secretariat, was being presented in keeping with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2450 (XXXIX-O/09), that it was an update of previous reports, and that the draft resolution had been presented by the delegation of Mexico (CP/CG-1821/10).

Before the presentation of the draft resolution, the delegation of Argentina, seconded by the delegation of Saint Lucia, requested that its presentation by postponed, in light of the scant time that had been available for its examination and for consultation with authorities.

The delegation of Mexico requested that the presentation of the report and the draft resolution be authorized and that only the approval be postponed until the next meeting; this motion was carried.

The delegation of Mexico, in its presentation, stated that the report contained the background on the matter back to 1996.  The delegation believed that the importance and currency of the topic called for renewed attention. As for the draft resolution, Mexico said it was an updated version intended to keep current both the topic and the legal opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.  The text did not contain significant changes insofar as the resolution adopted by the General Assembly at its most recent regular session was concerned; rather, the references had been updated.

The delegation of the United States, while recognizing Mexico’s reasoning, stressed that this resolution had been presented for 15 years running and that the Organization ought to think about conducting its work in a different fashion; the fact that a resolution was not presented in a particular year did not signify that its mandate had expired.

The delegation of Mexico stressed that, while it valued and respected what had been said by one of the 33 delegations at the table, its interest extended beyond the simple modification or update of a number to the importance and currency of the topic. When the situation changed, it said, the resolution would not exist; but as long as the status quo remained, it was appropriate for the delegation to express, insist upon, and underscore the importance of having this topic considered by the Organization.

5. Other business

There being no further business to consider, before calling the meeting to a close the Chair recalled that, when the Committee’s work plan had been approved the previous February, April 23 had been set as the deadline for receiving the draft resolutions it was to consider.  To date, two draft resolutions had been received; only one had been approved.

This being his last meeting as Chair of the General Committee, he was pleased to express his sincere gratitude to each individual for their support at every turn and his satisfaction with the work carried out; much progress had been made on the year’s agenda, with the consideration of five of the six annual reports and nine of the 14 draft General Assembly resolutions assigned.  He thanked the Committee Secretary, Juan Carlos Goldie, for his effective work in support of the Committee Chair.

The meeting concluded at 1:01 p.m.[image: image1.png]



� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24047E04�








