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Summary of the meeting held on February 17, 2011

Having called the meeting to order and with no objection raised by the delegations, Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS, announced the approval of the order of business.  The following delegations were present:  Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Consideration of the Committee’s Work Plan for 2010 (CP/CG-1850/11 rev. 2)

At this point in the agenda, the Chair reminded the delegations of the functions assigned to the General Committee by the Regulations of the Permanent Council and by the distribution of mandates that took place in the Permanent Council meetings held on July 7 and 21, 2010.

Ambassador Lomellin proposed that at least six Committee meetings be held by May 2011, in accordance with the Calendar that is part of the Work Plan document, it being understood that the Calendar is subject to modification if other meetings are needed to follow up on issues contained in the Work Plan and to address other matters as may be assigned to the Committee.

Next, the Chair gave a reading of the operational guidelines and practices for the introduction and negotiation of draft resolutions, as contained in her draft Work Plan, with a view to their being adopted by the Committee.

No objections were raised by the delegations attending, therefore the Committee’s Work Plan was declared adopted in its entirety, without modifications.

Note:  The Secretariat of the General Committee distributed the Work Plan, as adopted (CP/CG-1850/11 rev. 3), on February 17, 2011.

2. Report on the implementation of the Consumer Protection Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas, in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10) (CP/CG-1853/11 y CP/CG-1853/11 add. 1 corr.1)

At this point in the agenda, the Chair offered the floor to Dr. Ana Evelyn Jacir de Lovo, Director of the Department of Special Legal Programs of the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs, and recognized the presence of Mr. Luiz Augusto Cassanha Galvão, Area Manager for Sustainable Development and Environmental Health of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).

Next, the Director of the Department of Special Legal Programs reported on the outcomes of implementation of the first stage of the Consumer Protection Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas, as outlined in documents CP/CG-1853/11 y CP/CG-1853/11 add. 1 corr. 1.
The delegations of Brazil and Peru took the floor to:
· Thank the Department of Special Legal Programs for its report and for the work it is doing on this matter.

· Support activities conducted in the framework of the Network and to acknowledge its success. 


· Underscore their commitments to the protection of consumer health in the Hemisphere, emphasize shared experiences through the Network, and invite those member states that have not done so to join this initiative.

In particular, the delegation of Brazil:

· Emphasized the support its Government and the Pan American Health Organization had been giving to the Consumer Protection Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas.
· Expressed its opinion that through the creation of the Network and through the various training sessions that have been held on the topic of the Network, consumer protection had become one of the Organization’s most dynamic issues and an example of excellent cooperation among countries.

· Recalled that the Network’s e-portal has been launched in November 2010.

· Mentioned that technical experts and government agents from 14 countries had participated in the distance education course, “Managing Market Surveillance Systems for Product Safety”, which began at the end of January and was to conclude at the end of February and early March 2011, when participants would come together for activities in Washington.

· Reported on the impact the Network has had on MERCOSUR, as witnessed by the fact that in December 2010 MERCOSUR countries had agreed to prioritize the issue in the integration mechanism.

In particular, the delegation of Peru:

· Mentioned the international seminar on "Standards and Practices of Market Surveillance and Consumer Safety,” held in Lima, Peru in August 2010.
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