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Summary of the meeting held on April 16, 2015

At the start of the meeting and there being no objections from the delegations, Ambassador Dr. Neil Parsan, Chair of the General Committee and Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, approved the order of business (CP/CG-2019/15 corr. 1).
The regulatory quorum was established with the representatives of Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The audio record of the meeting may be found at the following link:

CP_CG_2019_04-16-2015.MP3.
1.
Presentation of the Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, by Dr. Carissa F. Etienne, Director of PAHO (CP/doc.5093/15)
Under this item on the order of business, the Director of PAHO stressed technical cooperation as a means of contributing to progress in a broad range of areas, from the elimination and control of infectious diseases to strengthening health systems, addressing the social determinants of health, and ensuring that anyone suffering from a disease or illness have access to prevention, care, and rehabilitation services.

She said that PAHO’s work over this period had been based on the 2008-2013 Strategic Plan, including the preparation of a new Strategic Plan for the 2014-2019 period.
The issues addressed were grouped according to the six categories of PAHO’s 2014-2019 Strategic Plan:  (1) communicable diseases, (2) noncommunicable diseases and their risk factors, (3) determinants of health and health promotion throughout the course of life, (4) health systems, (5) preparedness, surveillance, and response, and (6) corporate services and enabling functions. The report also addressed some of the major challenges that the Bureau and the member states must deal with in order to ensure constant progress in public health in the region, and the sustainability and future success of PAHO as an organization.

The Director stated that as the Organization is innovating and adapting to change, it must also build on its past successes and on the tradition of Pan American solidarity that had made this possible. PAHO has performed a prime role in the Americas in the eradication and elimination of disease and communicable infections. The recently approved goal of achieving universal health coverage reflects the region’s ongoing commitment to attaining historic results in the public health arena even though the chances of success might be discouraging.

The delegations of Honduras, Venezuela, Paraguay, Uruguay, Mexico, Canada, the United States, Chile, Brazil, and Ecuador said that they were interested in the presentation of the annual report on PAHO’s activities, and they underlined Dr. Etienne’s commitment and leadership in achieving its objectives. 

In turn, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary for External Relations, speaking on behalf of the OAS Secretary General, highlighted the work of PAHO and its Director as an invaluable partner of the Organization committed to the wellbeing of the peoples of the Americas. He also noted PAHO’s invaluable participation in the Summit of the Americas held in Panama City in April. 

2.
Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, by Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM (CP/doc.5113/15)
The Executive Secretary reported on the activities that CIM had conducted in compliance with the mandates received from the General Assembly, bearing in mind the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), of the 2011-2016 Strategic Plan of the CIM, adopted by the CIM’s 2011-2012 Executive Committee at its first regular session (April 7 and 8, 2011).

She said that the Strategic Plan seeks to strengthen the central role of the CIM as the Hemisphere’s policy forum for the rights of women and gender equality, and its coordination with the other bodies and agencies of the OAS, international organizations, civil society, and other key sectors. 
The Executive Secretary said that a number of activities that fall within the Organization’s “pillars” had been carried out to implement those mandates, as described in the report.

Over the period covered by the present report, the CIM worked to promote full political citizenship of women as an essential component of democratic governance and for the elimination of gender violence–issues that are basic to the exercise of human rights and citizen security. It continued to support gender mainstreaming as a precondition for sustainable and inclusive human development, and to strengthen the image of the OAS as an organization that is responsive to the demands of the women of the Hemisphere.
The delegations of Costa Rica, Ecuador, Chile, Mexico, Venezuela, and Uruguay thanked Ambassador Moreno and the Inter-American Commission of Women for the very complete report, and they noted the activities carried out to promote the wellbeing of women in the Hemisphere and the CIM’s constant work to achieve gender equality and equity.

3. 
Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) for the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, by Mr. Clovis J. Baptista Neto, Executive Secretary of CITEL (CP/doc.5111/15)

Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, summarized the Commission’s annual report as follows:

The 2014-2018 Plan of Action was approved. Work continued to strengthen regional measures to combat the distribution of counterfeit, substandard, and unauthorized mobile devices, through which the scope and nature of the issue is being evaluated. The compilation of information on fraud in information and communications technologies (ICT) and antiregulatory practices had begun.

In addition, he reported that the Commission had begun a study on the current situation of the legislation and regulations governing telecommunication service quality; that it had conducted an analysis of trends and challenges in the use of mobile devices in emergencies; that work had continued on sustainable smart cities; that it had continued compiling information on roaming charges in an effort to clarify the computation methodology adopted; and that it had approved new procedures for presenting and modifying inter-American proposals to the World Telecommunications Standardization Assembly (WTSA), the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT), and the World Telecommunications Development Conference (WTDC). 

The delegation of Venezuela acknowledged the work that Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, had done in pursuit of the Commission’s objectives and the efforts it had made to close the digital divide in developing countries. Venezuela also reaffirmed its commitment to the work of CITEL.
The Chair noted the activities undertaken by the Pan American Health Organization, the Inter-American Commission of Women, and the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission, and he agreed to take note of the observations and recommendations formulated by permanent representatives and to refer the reports received on this occasion to the Permanent Council for consideration, in order to comply with the provisions of Article 91.f of the Charter.

4.
Other business
There being no further issues to discuss, Ambassador Neil Parsan, Chair of the General Committee, adjourned the meeting at 1:00 p.m.
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