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The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), the Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, Ambassador Alfonso Hoyos, and has the honor to forward herewith the “Position of the Argentine Delegation regarding the review of the procedure for civil society participation in the activities of the Organization and General Assembly.”

The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Chair of the CISC the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., April 28, 2010
Ambassador Alfonso Hoyos
Chair of the CISC and
Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
POSITION OF THE ARGENTINE DELEGATION REGARDING THE
REVIEW OF THE PROCEDURE FOR CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION
IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Argentina broadly favors civil society participation in the activities of the Organization, but understands that equal consideration must be given to all organizations that request such participation.
Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly govern participation by civil society organizations in General Assembly sessions, whereas Article 6 of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” governs participation by these organizations in OAS activities in general.
Article 6 of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) provides that:
"The Secretary General shall refer the application to the Committee, which shall examine it, make such recommendations as it sees fit, and submit it to the Permanent Council for a decision."
That is, organizations that request to participate in OAS activities in general shall be considered by the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) and then by the Permanent Council, in order for them to be registered and to participate effectively in the activities of the Organization.
Organizations wishing only to participate in a General Assembly session are governed by Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, which reads:
“With the authorization of the Permanent Council and the consent of the government of the country in which the Assembly session is to be held, representatives of the specialized agencies of the United Nations and other governmental or nongovernmental international agencies and organizations not included in the previous article may attend the General Assembly as special guests, as long as they have expressed interest in doing so. 

For the purposes of this article, the Secretary General of the Organization shall extend the appropriate invitations.
Requests to attend General Assembly sessions as special guests shall be presented to the General Secretariat of the Organization at least 30 days in advance of the opening of the Assembly session.”
Now Article 10 says “with the authorization of the Permanent Council,” but does not explicitly indicate which requests should come before the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).
The General Assembly is an OAS activity.  If, as a result of the lack of explicit mention in Article 10 of the need for the CISC to consider requests for participation in General Assembly sessions, such requests are not considered by the CISC, then there is discrimination regarding organizations that are not registered and simply request to participate in an Assembly session.  That is, their requests are considered only by the Permanent Council and take less time to address, since Article 10 requires only 30 days in advance of the opening of the Assembly session.  Ultimately, these civil society organizations will also participate in OAS activities without having registered.  The Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and resolution CP/RES. 759 must be interpreted in accordance with not only the letter but also the spirit in which they were created.
Since both aforesaid measures were issued by the General Assembly, they should be interpreted consistently.  To that end, their amendment would not a priori appear necessary.  However, the Argentine delegation wishes kindly to request the view of the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs regarding this matter and, if such consistent interpretation is not possible, that a review be made, in conjunction with the member states, as to how those measures could be amended with a view to equal consideration by the CISC of all requests for participation by civil society organizations.
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