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ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY CORPORACIÓN JUNTOS CONSTRUYENDO FUTURO TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro [Building Future Together Corporation].

The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document includes a summary and a list of documentation presented by Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro is a nonprofit organization incorporated on July 16, 2004 in Bogota, Colombia, with a mission to help improve the quality of life of children and adolescents through education and personal development.

The work of the Corporación revolves around three thematic objectives:  elimination of child labor, income generation, and improving the quality of life for young people.

Under the first objective, Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro implements the Proniño program to reduce child labor by promoting the rights of young people and access to social protection public services. In 2011, it benefited 7,220 children and young people in 12 cities with educational, health, and nutrition programs, and psychosocial support aimed at taking them away from work or reducing their working hours. Under this same objective, the Strategy for Promotion of the Rights of Children and Adolescents to Prevent Forced Recruitment by Illegal Armed Groups was implemented. That strategy was implemented in the municipalities of Alto Baudó, Medio Baudó, Medio Atrato, and Riosucio, in Chocó Department, benefiting 1,401 young people and families through educational and leisure activities geared towards teaching best practices in coexistence and integration.

With respect to the second objective–on income generation–Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro developed training programs for parents to provide them with psychosocial care and teach them about entrepreneurship and business management and social marketing, and help them design business plans, in order to boost productivity for families and reduce labor exploitation of children.

With respect to the objective of improving quality of life, Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro has a strategy to empower mining families in Amagá and Angelópolis, in Antioquia. As part of said strategy, it conducted 21 early stimulation workshops and 15 parent schools in 2011, to strengthen their capacity to care for their young children. It also operates five leisure clubs in arts and sports, and worked with more than 100 young people to define their life plans, including their career, experiences, and life expectations.

Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro undertakes its projects with funding from the Colombian Family Welfare Institute, Office of the Mayor of Cartagena de Indias, International Organization for Migration (IOM), Fundación Suramericana, Moviment per la Pau, Fundación Telefónica, Terpel Foundation, and Fundación Pies Descalzos. 

Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro submitted its application to the OAS on September 15, 2012.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:
Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro

Address: 

Calle 87 No. 20-24, Oficina 204




Bogotá, D.C.




Colombia

Telephone:

+57 1 6228998

Fax:


+57 1 6228573 

E-mail address:

corporacion@juntosconstruyendofuturo.org

Website:

www.juntosconstruyendofuturo.org

Legal representative:
Alba Inés Zapata Galvez

Date established: 
July 16, 2004

3. Primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS:

Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro seeks to improve the wellbeing of families and children through their holistic development. The main areas of activity and contributions of the CSO that may be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting children's rights, eradication of child labor in particular, through programs to enhance social development and income generation for families; and

· Improving early childhood development through educational and recreational programs for children and adolescents, as well as training for parents in early stimulation methods and child rearing.

4. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

Corporación Juntos Construyendo Futuro would like to support the OAS in the following areas:

· Assisting programs of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), especially in its work to strengthen the capacity of states to design and implement comprehensive protection policies for early childhood, in accordance with its 2011-2015 Plan of Action;

· Publicizing the work of the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR);

· Sharing experiences with the Department of Social Development and Employment of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (DSDE/SEDI) on successful programs for social protection and eradication of child labor, pursuant to the Declaration of San Salvador, adopted at the Seventeenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML);

· Participating in Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education and the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and making recommendations on implementation of the Inter-American Program on Comprehensive Attention to Early Childhood and the Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood; and

· Cooperating with the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (DDHEC/SEDI) in implementing its programs to promote early childhood development and education and teacher training.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated September 15, 2012

· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes

· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2011

· Financial statements for 2011 (signed by Alba Inés Zapata Galvez, Legal Representative, and María Helene Murcia García, Accountant)

CP30275E04








