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This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación El Sol (FUNDASOL).
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación El Sol (FUNDASOL) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.  
1. Background

Fundación El Sol (FUNDASOL) was established as a private nonprofit entity on January 18, 2001, in Colombia. FUNDASOL provides humanitarian services to society and the community at large, both in Colombia and abroad, through different programs and projects aimed at creating environments for societies to live in peace.

FUNDASOL has been assisting vulnerable groups struggling with poverty and psychosocial problems that undermine social stability for more than 15 years. FUNDASOL works on peace programs with different government entities:  in Antioquia, in conjunction with the Office of the Mayor of Medellín, it is working on a peace program for demobilized urban militia members; with the Ministry of Defense it is working with demobilized combatants; and with the Ministry of Interior and Justice it is working on the social reintegration of demobilized combatants.

FUNDASOL has implemented preventive programs in sectors with a high degree of social conflict in different Colombian cities, including rehabilitation and social reintegration homes for drug dependent individuals and care homes for older persons. Working with groups of youth leaders and entrepreneurs and women heads of household it has made a significant contribution to rebuilding the social fabric and constructing peace both in Colombia and outside it, thanks to its partnerships.
In 2014, FUNDASOL worked actively in prevention, care, intervention, and training programs for women household heads, older persons, community leaders in Medellín, children and youth, persons of African descent, displaced persons, and persons seeking social reintegration in the wake of the armed conflicts in Colombia. In turn, in 2013 and 2014, FUNDASOL offered training workshops for the same groups in Panama and various cities in the United States.
In 2014, 40% of FUNDASOL funding came from member contributions; 30% in donations from private businesses, such as Promotora Médica Las Américas - Clínica Las Américas, ECONATURA S.A., and Hotel Internacional Medellín; 20% from institutional advisory services to third parties; and 10% in proceeds from auctions of works of art donated to the foundation. 


Fundación El Sol (FUNDASOL) submitted its application to the OAS on January 13, 2015.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of the Organization:
Fundación El Sol (FUNDASOL)
Address:
Carrera 35 #8ª-72 Oficina 202-203, Barrio el Poblado
Medellín, Antioquía, Colombia. 

Telephone:


(+57) 3113427410
E-mail address:


fundacionelsol@gmail.com; fundacionelsol.presidencia@gmail.com

Website:


http://www.fundacionelsol.org, http://www.fundacionelsol.com

President:


Sol Mary Valencia Acevedo

Date of establishment:

January 18, 2001
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The main areas of activity and contributions of Fundación El Sol (FUNDASOL) that may be of interest to the OAS include:

· Establishment of regional public policies to combat trafficking in persons, migration, and forced displacement caused by the armed conflict in Colombia and to obtain restitution for the rights of victims as well as a guarantee of a better life;

· Continuation of assistance, support, and training campaigns for youth leaders, women household heads, and groups of older persons living in sectors and communities in situations of vulnerability, poverty, and difficulties associated with socioeconomic degradation, through self-sustaining projects;

· Training in generating entrepreneurial, vocational training, and self-sustainability projects to alleviate and reduce poverty; 

· Development of guidance and training programs for people in rural areas on managing and developing their environments, and implementation of projects that harness technology to enhance productivity and agriculture, in addition to promoting environmental protection to mitigate environmental risks; and
· Cooperation with other civil society organizations and local entities to analyze and identify urgent needs, mobilize resources, and develop and implement community-based projects, in addition to programs that benefit society in terms of bringing social development to the most vulnerable populations and making them self-sustaining.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

La Fundación El Sol (FUNDASOL) proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Provide information to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Inter-American Children’s Institute (INN), and the Department of Public Security on the impact of social unrest on deprived communities in Medellín;

· Supporting the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in its efforts to monitor implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará). 

· Assisting the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (DSDSM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) with the activities of the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS), with particular emphasis on the humanitarian needs of displaced people and promotion of collective reparations and mentoring for victims; 

· Supporting the work of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) in the areas of human rights, administration of justice and international law by providing reports and research on these topics;

· Supporting and promoting the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) and the IACHR Office of the Rapporteur on Women’s Rights in their efforts to combat child and gender violence in the region; 

· Participating in hemispheric discussions and OAS activities with civil society and submitting recommendations to OAS member states to serve as inputs at events such as the OAS General Assembly, meetings of the Permanent Council and its committees, and IACHR sessions, among others.

5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the Secretary General, January 2015

· Official name, contact information, address, list of directors and representatives.

· Articles of incorporation and bylaws

· Mission statement

· Financial statements for 2014

· Sources of financing

· Annual Activities Reports 2013 and 2014
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