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Ambassador Glenda Morean-Phillip, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago and Vice Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, chaired the meeting, which was called to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CISC-492/10 corr. 1.  In attendance were the following twelve delegations:  Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Venezuela.

Before calling the meeting to order, the Chair informed the delegations that there was no interpretation into French because of a lack of professionals in this field and because of the many meetings being held at that time in Washington, D.C.

In view of the absence of the quorum required to adopt the order of business the Chair suggested that the meeting begin by using the order of business as a guide, and the meeting proceeded accordingly. 

1.
Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) on implementation of the mandates of the Fifth Summit of the Americas
The Chair noted that, as one of the 13 members of the Joint Summits Working Group (JSWG), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) continued to support the Summits process, and was therefore an important partner.  She noted that in preparation for the Fifth Summit of the Americas, PAHO was represented at the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) and participated through a series of policy dialogues and presentations on health challenges that the countries of the Hemisphere must tackle.  She said that following the Fifth Summit of the Americas PAHO, together with the other members of JSWG, began work to fulfill the commitments they assumed. She then offered the floor to Dr. Rebecca de los Rios to present her report. 

Dr. de los Rios began her presentation, which was accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation, with an overview of the functions of the Directing Council of the Pan American Health Organization, policy-related issues on its agenda, and the Organization’s programs. 

She also spoke about health mandates arising from the Fifth Summit of the Americas and PAHO initiatives and projects to implement them, noting that the health-related mandates had to do with poverty and malnutrition, mother and newborn health, HIV-AIDS prevention and control, chronic non-communicable diseases, and the International Health Regulations. 
She further explained that, through the Pan American Alliance for Nutrition and Development a coordinated international cooperation response was being made to combat chronic malnutrition in certain geographic areas and among vulnerable populations. She said that through this alliance effort was being made to bolster inter-programmatic and inter-agency coordination, highlighting priorities and evidence-based strengths; identify and promote comprehensive, multi-sectoral interventions for each context, based on the determinants and the multi-faceted causes of the problems; establish close cooperation between countries and governments, particularly along shared borders; plan on the basis of lessons learned and actual experiences of countries; strengthen existing strategic frameworks; make better use of resources; become more politically visible in order to generate resources for action; and help translate political commitment into public policy. 

With regard to improved mother and infant health, she pointed to a 58% reduction in infant mortality and neonatal mortality.  She said that up to 70% of these deaths could be prevented by educating people about breastfeeding and immunization, and PAHO was therefore promoting the Regional Strategy and Plan of Action for Neonatal Health within the Continuum of Maternal, Newborn, and Child Care in priority countries and other countries with high mortality rates. She said that the Plan of Action was adopted in September 2008 by the region’s Ministers of Health in a process led by PAHO through the Partnership for Newborn Health in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Dr. de los Rios spoke as well about the Regional Initiative for the Elimination of Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV and Congenital Syphilis in Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Regional Partners’ Forum for Chronic Disease Prevention and Control, a multi-sectoral initiative geared towards generating and using health policies to prevent and control chronic diseases, with a social and environmental focus. She recalled that the Forum was launched in December 2009 with the objective of preventing three million deaths over the next 10 years. 
To conclude, she pointed to the CARMEN Network (Joint Action for Multi-factor Reduction of Non-communicable Diseases), noting that it was set up to strengthen the countries’ capacity to implement prevention, control, and treatment programs for the most prevalent chronic diseases.
2. Nine applications by civil society organizations to be registered with the Organization

The formal approval of these applications (CP/CISC-488/10) was postponed for the next meeting owing to a lack of quorum to approve them.
__________

In the absence of a quorum to continue the in-depth discussion of agenda item 3, the delegations present agreed to suggest that the meeting be adjourned, but requested that in future convocation notices for meetings be issued sufficiently ahead of time, as the convocation for this meeting had been issued only the day before, leaving the delegation no time to consult with their foreign ministries for instructions on such important issues.  At the request of the Chair, the Secretariat explained the reason for the delay in publishing the order of business. 

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela referred to invitations to civil society organizations to attend the thirty-ninth special session of the General Assembly to elect the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General, which were referred to the Permanent Council.  It therefore requested that at the next meeting the Technical Secretariat explain the role of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities in those cases in which civil society organizations not registered–and therefore not considered by the CISC–seek permission to attend the General Assembly and are referred directly to the Permanent Council and, in particular, whether or not the CISC is competent to review those applications before they are referred to the Council.  The delegation observed that this would be an interesting procedural matter to review. 

The delegation of the Argentine Republic agreed with the statement by the delegation of Venezuela, and asked for the topic to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 
Meanwhile, the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago observed that, based on the comments by the delegations, there was inconsistency in how two bodies of the Organization dealt with this issue and that the CISC was studying the Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the OAS, with a view to a standard approach that should be adopted by consensus.
Saying it agreed with the statement by the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago, the delegation of Mexico noted that effort was made to standardize, through the Strategy, the approach to all issues brought by the delegations to the meeting.  In terms of the treatment of the study of the procedure to follow in case of those organizations whose applications that have been denied by any member state or where there is no consensus among member states for their approval and referral to the Permanent Council and the Strategy for Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the OAS, which it described as related but very complex issues, the delegation requested that a report be made to the next meeting, on whether they will be treated together or separately. 

The delegation of the United States endorsed the Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the OAS (CP/CISC-422/09), arguing that the provisions of Article 6 of the Democratic Charter, relating to citizen participation, and General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00), which endorsed the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, should be used as guiding principles.
Noting that, just like the delegation of the United States, it also supported the participation of all but that it was necessary to focus on the issue of the Strategy, the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela underscored the need to end the chaos surrounding how civil society organizations would be participating in OAS meetings. It noted the discrimination where some civil society organizations must go through the CISC while others go directly to the Permanent Council.  It further argued for a clearer procedure, under which the same rules are applied to all. 

In thanking the delegations for attending, the Chair informed them that the next meeting of the Committee would be held on Monday, April 19, and that the last meeting before the General Assembly would be on Monday, May 3.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m.












� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP23966E03�











