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Summary of the meeting held on March 24, 2011

The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizábal, Committee Chair and Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS. In opening the meeting, the Chair placed before the delegations for their consideration the order of business (CP/CISC-550/11), which was adopted without objections. In attendance were the delegations of Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Election of the Vice Chair of the Committee

The Committee Chair presented to the delegations for their consideration his proposal to elect Dr. Neil Parsan, Ambassador, Permanent Representative, of Trinidad and Tobago
/ to the OAS, as Vice Chair of the Committee. Ambassador Parsan was elected by acclamation as Vice Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

2. Proposal for the process of costing draft resolutions to be referred to the General Assembly, in accordance with resolutions CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) and CP/RES. 971 (1751/10) 

Under this item on the order of business, presentations were given by Minister Luis Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico and Vice Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), and by Counselor Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada and Chair of the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs.

The presenters described the work carried out, in both the CAAP and Working Group contexts, with a view to proposing to the Permanent Council a costing process for mandates arising from General Assembly resolutions negotiated in the committees of the Permanent Council and CIDI, which has taken account of suggestions from the member states and technical advice from the Department of Planning and Evaluation of the Secretariat for Administration and Finance.

The presenters described each step of the costing process for activities arising from the resolutions and provided a flow chart for ease of reference.  This process is being incorporated into the Permanent Council draft resolution now being negotiated in the CAAP, “Update of Resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) on the Costing Process for Resolutions to Be Referred to the General Assembly for Consideration” (CP/CAAP-3094/11 rev. 2).
Once consideration of this topic had concluded and no comments were offered by the delegations, the Chair indicated that the Committee was taking note of the presentation.

3. Presentation by Ms. Sherry Tross, Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, of a report by that Secretariat on recent activities to support and strengthen the Summits process

In her presentation, Ms. Tross highlighted the continuing efforts of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to support the Government of Colombia as President and host of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, as well as all the OAS member states, the institutions associated with the Joint Summit Working Group, the participating civil society organizations, and, in general, all actors in the Summits of the Americas process.

Ms. Tross pointed to the efforts of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat during the first quarter of 2011. She emphasized the use of electronic media to facilitate follow-up by the general public on the process leading to the Sixth Summit, in particular, the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community (SVC) and the Secretariat’s Internet page, which have been consulted and used with significantly greater frequency in the first months of 2011.  She also reported on forums held with representatives of specific groups, such as the meetings with representatives of indigenous peoples in Canada in December 2010 and in Colombia in March 2011.

The Executive Secretary also highlighted the Secretariat’s efforts, with support and advisory services from the Department of Information and Technology Services, to launch a new version of the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA) to facilitate and increase its use by member states and the institutions associated with the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG).

The delegations congratulated the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and its Executive Secretary for the achievements made since the presentation of her previous report, in December 2010. 

The complete text of Ms. Tross’s presentation was published as document CP/CISC/INF.9/11.

4. Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly on the subject of the Summits of the Americas process:

· Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process (CP/CISC-548/11 rev. 1): After the presentation of the draft by the proposing delegation (Colombia), the delegations of Canada, Guatemala, Mexico, the United States, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela issued their recommendations for amendments. The Secretariat distributed the document with the changes made at the meeting under the classification CP/CISC-548/11 rev. 2; it will be considered at the Committee’s next meeting.

· Follow-up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas (CP/CISC-549/11): After the presentation of the draft by the proposing delegation (Colombia), the delegation of the United States issued its recommendations for amendments and the Committee proceeded to approve it unanimously. The Secretariat distributed the approved document with the changes made at the meeting under the classification CP/CISC-549/11 rev. 1; it will be presented to the Permanent Council for consideration.

5. Presentation by Ms. Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs, on the proposed Hemispheric Forum and special meeting of the CISC with civil society
The Director of the Department of International Affairs presented the Tentative Program of the VIII Civil Society Hemispheric Forum and Special Meeting with Civil Society of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), to be held at OAS headquarters on April 25 and 26, 2011 (document CP/CISC/INF. 8/11).

Once consideration of this topic had concluded and no comments were offered by the delegations, the Chair indicated that the Committee was taking note of the presentation.

6. Presentation by Ms. Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs, on the OAS Register of Civil Society Organizations and on applications by 13 civil society organizations to be included in that Register

The Director of the Department International Affairs presented the following applications by civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities, which were submitted to the CISC for consideration after being studied by that Department to verify that their principal areas of endeavor are related to the OAS, that their work could contribute to attaining the objectives pursued by the Organization, and that they are consistent with the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations (CP/RES. 759):

Argentina: Foro Permanente para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura por la Paz (FOPAZ) (CP/CISC-537/11) and Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN) (CP/CISC-545/11)
Bolivia: Asociación Nacional de la Prensa (ANP) (CP/CISC-540/11) and Asociación Transparencia Bolivia (CP/CISC-542/11)

Chile: Fundación Pro Acceso (CP/CISC-543/11) and Fundación Ideas (CP/CISC-547/11)
Colombia: AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT – Asociación para la Divulgación, Promoción y Defensa de los Derechos Humanos e Indígenas (CP/CISC-539/11) and Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa (FLIP) (CP/CISC-546/11)

Paraguay: Aireana, Grupo por los Derechos de las Lesbianas (CP/CISC-538/11)

United States: World Conference of Religions for Peace (CP/CISC-541/11) and The Life Project, Inc. (CP/CISC- 544/11)

Venezuela: Asociación de Reciclaje y Producción Limpia. Red de Educación y Tecnología de Venezuela (CP/CISC-514/10) and Fundación Verdad Venezuela (CP/CISC-521/10

Ms. Klinger emphasized that, in addition to the information provided by the CSOs, the Department of International Affairs examined each organization through the Internet and publications.

The applications by the Asociación Transparencia Bolivia (CP/CISC-542/11) and Fundación Verdad Venezuela (CP/CISC-521/10) were met with objections from the delegations of Bolivia and Venezuela, respectively, for not meeting the criteria established under national law, according to those delegations.  Some delegations spoke in support of, and others against, those objections. The remaining 11 applications were approved by the Committee and thus will be submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration.

7. Other business

The delegations presented no further business for consideration by the Committee and the meeting concluded.
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