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Record of the meeting of October 4, 2011

The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizábal, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS. In calling the meeting to order, the Chair submitted for consideration by the delegations the order of business (CP/CISC-598/11 rev. 1), which was adopted without objection.  The following delegations were in attendance: Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guyana, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Presentation and consideration of the Chair's Proposed Work Plan of the CISC for 2011-2012 (CP/CISC-597/11 corr. 1)

As the first item on the agenda, the Chair presented its proposed Work Plan for CISC Activities for the period 2011-2012, noting that it was developed in collaboration with the Secretariat of the CISC and the technical areas that support the work of the CISC – that is, the Department of International Affairs and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat.

There being no comments or recommendations from the delegations concerning this proposal, the Work Plan was adopted by the Committee and subsequently circulated as document CP/CISC-597/11 rev. 1
2. Presentation and consideration of the following applications by civil society organizations to be registered with the OAS:

Representing the Department of International Affairs in the absence of its Director, Mr. Jorge Sanín submitted the following applications by civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities. These applications were referred to the CISC for consideration, after being studied by the Department to verify that their main areas of activity were related to the OAS, that their work could contribute to achieving the objectives of the Organization, and that they were in keeping with the “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations” (CP/RES. 759):

Argentina

1. Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo (CP/CISC-595/11) 

2. Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina (CP/CISC-601/11)

Brazil

3. Associação Cultural de Mulheres Negras (ACMUN) (CP/CISC-581/11) 

4. Francisco de Assis: Educação, Cidadania, Inclusão e Direitos Humanos (FAecidh) (CP/CISC-586/11) 

5. MARIA MULHER – Organização de Mulheres Negras (CP/CISC-588/11) 

Chile

6. Fundación Nacional para la Superación de la Pobreza (CP/CISC-600/11)

Colombia
7. Asociación de Parteras Unidas del Pacífico (ASOPARUPA) (CP/CISC-572/11) 

8. Corporación para la Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos (Corporación Reiniciar) (CP/CISC-579/11) 

9. Corporación Proyecto Visión (Corpovisión) (CP/CISC-584/11) 

10. Fundación Derecho Justo (CP/CISC-596/11) 

11. Fundación Global Humanitaria (CP/CISC-587/11) 

12. Movimiento Nacional por los Derechos Humanos de las Comunidades Afrocolombianas – CIMARRON (CP/CISC-583/11) 

13. Consultoría para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento (CODHES) (CP/CISC-602/11)

Costa Rica

14. Asociación Mulabi – Grupo de Trabajo Latinoamericano por los Derechos Sexuales, A.C. (CP/CISC-582/11) 

Dominican Republic

15. Instituto para el Desarrollo y Promoción de la Producción Organizada (INDEPRO) (CP/CISC-574/11) 

Ecuador

16. Fundación Andina para la Observación y Estudio de Medios (FUNDAMEDIOS) (CP/CISC-580/11) 

Guyana

17. National Youth Development Network (CP/CISC-576/11) 

Mexico

18. Asociación Mexicana en Pro de la Familia, Cultura y Bienestar Social, A.C. (ASOMEX PRO FAM, A.C.) (CP/CISC-593/11) 

19. Unidad Industrial Iztapalapa, A.C. (CP/CISC-577/11)

20. Centro de Derechos Humanos de la Montaña, Tlachinollan (CP/CISC-599/11)

Nicaragua

21. Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos (CENIDH) (CP/CISC-592/11) 

Paraguay

22. Red Paraguaya de Afrodescendientes (CP/CISC-590/11) 

United Kingdom

23. Minority Rights Group International (CP/CISC-594/11) 

United States

24. International Center for Not-for-Profit Law (CP/CISC-571/11) 

Uruguay

25. Centro de Comunicación Virginia Woolf (Cotidiano Mujer) (CP/CISC-585/11) 

Venezuela

26. Asociación Civil Mujer y Ciudadanía (CP/CISC-578/11) 


The registration requests from the organizations Fundación Construir (CP/CISC-573/11) and Oficina Jurídica para la Mujer (CP/CISC-589/11) of Bolivia and from the organization “The International Crisis Group” (CP/CISC-575/11) of the United States, met with reservations by the delegations of Bolivia and Venezuela:  The first one, because the delegation of Bolivia could not access the registration request document sufficiently ahead of the meeting; the second, because the delegation of Bolivia requested more information on its sources of financing; and the third, because the delegation of Venezuela had issues with the reports presented by that organization.

The remaining 26 applications were approved by the Committee ad referendum of Argentina and Venezuela,
/ and are therefore being referred to the Permanent Council for consideration.

3. Other business

The delegation of the United States made the following comments regarding consideration of the procedure for applications by civil society organizations that failed to garner consensus to be on the OAS Register:

· My delegation welcomes the inclusion of these latest civil society organizations in the register of OAS civil society members.

· We continue to strongly encourage all legitimate civil society organizations to apply for registration with the OAS. 

· We would like to thank the Secretariat for preparing the September 21 report on the nine civil society organizations that have requested participation at the OAS and for which this committee has not reached consensus; eight of which are from Venezuela, and one of which is from Bolivia.

· Some of these groups have been prevented from participating for almost three years. I ask this committee – what are we waiting for? The Permanent Council has asked this committee to make recommendations on the way forward, and we have not yet complied.  Clearly we have work to do. 

· Mr. Chair, since these civil society groups meet all of the established OAS criteria, and yet their applications remain in limbo, we would like to request that the legal affairs department prepare an opinion on what the next steps are in order to move forward despite this impasse.

· I would like to refer all delegations to the last legal opinion prepared by the OAS Department of Legal Services which has dealt with the topic of member state objections to civil society participation in the OAS – that opinion is available as CP/CISC/INF.4/08.

· In this opinion, the OAS Department of Legal Services observed that the approved definition of a civil society organization as contained in CP/RES. 759, “does not require that the entity requesting the status of a civil society organization in the OAS be recognized as a legal entity under the laws of a member state and does not require that the institution, organization, or entity have the status of civil society in accordance with the laws of a member state.”

· Colleagues, this should help guide our discussion here and inform the resolution of our problem of pending applications.

· Ensuring civil society participation in OAS activities is a fundamental part of this committees work, and member states agreed to the criteria to allow their participation. We must work together to ensure our commitments to civil society participation are met. 
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�.	The delegations of Venezuela and Argentina notified the Secretariat of the CISC of their decision to lift the ad referendum, on October 13 and November 8, 2011, respectively.





