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Record of the meeting held on December 6, 2011

Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizábal, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS and Chair of the CISC, presided at the meeting, the order of business for which was published document CP/CISC-611/11. 

The following delegations were in attendance:  Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and United States.

1. Consideration of the procedure to follow for applications from civil society organizations to be registered with the OAS on which no consensus has been reached

· Presentation of the Opinion of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs
In commencing the consideration of this item, the Chair of the CISC reminded delegations that in recent years the Committee had been faced with the dilemma of how to handle the issue of civil society organizations submitting their applications for registration with the OAS on which some delegations expressed reservations or even formally oppose their being accepted.

He said that in order to guide the CISC on possible solutions to that impasse, the Chair had asked the Secretariat for Legal Affairs to give its legal advice.

In view of the foregoing, the Director of the Department of International Law, Mr. Dante Negro, delivered the Secretariat’s opinion on this matter (see document CP/CISC/INF.11/11) on behalf of Secretary for Legal Affairs Mr. Jean Michel Arrighi.

For their part, the delegations and the Chair thanked the Department of International Law for preparing the Opinion. The delegations also asked Mr. Negro to refresh their memory about certain matters, including the quorum required for taking decisions under the Council’s Rules of Procedure, the criteria for accepting or rejecting applications for registration under the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, and the methodology for the CISC to submit recommendations to a vote by the Permanent Council.
Finally, the Chair stated that the CISC was taking note of the Opinion.

2. Presentation and consideration of applications by civil society organizations to be registered with the OAS

The Director of the Department of International Affairs, Ms. Irene Klinger, presented the applications by the following civil society organizations seeking to participate in OAS activities. The applications were referred to the CISC for consideration after the Department reviewed them to verify that the organizations’ primary areas of activity were related to the OAS, that their work could contribute to fulfilling the objectives of the Organization, and that they conformed to the “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations” [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]:

Argentina

1. Fundación para una Democracia Participativa (FUDEPA) (CP/CISC-608/11)
2. Asociación Mutual Israelita Argentina (AMIA) (CP/CISC-610/11)
Bolivia

3. Fundación Construir (CP/CISC-573/11) 

4. Oficina Jurídica para la Mujer (CP/CISC-589/11) 
Guyana

5. Society against Sexual Orientation Discrimination (SASOD) (CP/CISC-606/11) 
United States

6. The International Crisis Group (CP/CISC-575/11) 

7. Inter-American Environment Defense Association (IAEDA) (CP/CISC-607/11)
The delegation of Bolivia requested that the applications by the Bolivian organizations Fundación Construir (CP/CISC-573/11) and Oficina Jurídica para la Mujer (CP/CISC-589/11) be ad referendum of Bolivia. No other delegation commented.

The Committee approved the applications for registration from the remaining five organizations and therefore referred them to the Permanent Council for consideration and approval at its regular meeting scheduled of December 14, 2011.
3. Consideration of the report by the Department of International Affairs on fulfillment of  its functions in the area of promoting participation by civil society and other social actors in OAS activities in 2011 (CP/CISC-609/11)

For this agenda item, the presentation was made by the Director of the Department of International Affairs, Ms. Irene Klinger.

For their part, the delegations and the Chair thanked the Department of International Affairs for preparing this report. The delegations also thanked the Department for its work in promoting the participation of CSOs in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, as well as for its work to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and its work on education programs. They also asked for consideration to move forward on the pending “Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS).”

Finally, the Chair stated that the CISC was taking note of the report.

4. Presentation of periodic reports of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on work undertaken to support and strengthen the Summits process

For this agenda item, Ms. Sherry Tross, Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, delivered the reports on:  preparations for the Sixth Summit of the Americas (Cartagena, April 14 and 15, 2012); the work undertaken in relation to the ministerial meetings; the work undertaken as coordinator of Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG); the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA); activities undertaken through the Summits Virtual Community; and the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG). (See document CP/CISC/INF.10/11)


For their part, the delegations and the Chair expressed appreciation for the report. The delegations further thanked the Summits of the Americas Secretariat for its support to the Summits of the Americas process, for its advisory services to Colombia as host country of the Sixth Summit, for supporting the countries in the management of the SISCA, and for ensuring participation by civil society organizations in the Summits of the Americas process.

Finally, the Chair stated that the CISC was taking note of the report.

5. Reports of the organs, agencies, and entities on fulfillment of tasks entrusted to them by the General Assembly pursuant to Summits of the Americas mandates 

Again, Ms. Sherry Tross, Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas, made the presentation corresponding to this agenda item. The report reflected information submitted to the Summits Secretariat by the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL).  (See document CP/CISC/INF.12/11).

For their part, the delegations and the Chair expressed appreciation for the preparation of this report.  Finally, the Chair said the CISC was taking note of said report.
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