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PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC/SA-30/12


8 February 2012
COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish

AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION


IN OAS ACTIVITIES

Record of the meeting of February 7, 2012

Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS and Chair of the CISC, presided over the meeting. The order of business was published as document CP/CISC-619/11. 

The following delegations were in attendance: Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Presentation and consideration of the following applications by civil society organizations to be registered with the OAS:
The Director of the Department of International Affairs, Mr. Jorge Sanín, submitted the following applications by civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities. These applications were referred to the CISC for consideration, after being studied by the Department to verify that their main areas of activity were related to the OAS, that their work could contribute to achieving the objectives of the Organization, and that they were in keeping with the "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations" [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
Argentina
1. Fundamental Convivir (CP/CISC-614/11)
Bolivia
2. Fundación Construir (CP/CISC-573/11) 
3. Oficina Jurídica para la Mujer (CP/CISC-589/11) 
Colombia
4. Organización Nacional para el Desarrollo de los Pueblos (ONALDEP) (CP/CISC-616/11)
5. Corporación Casa de la Mujer (CP/CISC-615/11)
6. Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez (CP/CISC-617/11)
Mexico
7. Tendiendo Puentes, A.C. (CP/CISC-613/11)
Venezuela
8. Fundación Wayuunaiki (CP/CISC-618/11)
No delegation took the floor to comment. After the meeting ended, the delegation of Bolivia requested the Secretariat of the CISC to hold the applications for registration, received from the organizations Fundación Construir (CP/CISC-573/11) and Oficina Jurídica para la Mujer (CP/CISC-589/11) of Bolivia, for a future meeting of the CISC. 

Based on the information received from the Department of International Affairs, the applications by the other six organizations mentioned above were accepted by the Committee. They will therefore be referred to the Permanent Council for consideration at its regular meeting of February 22, 2012, with a recommendation that they be approved for the OAS Roster.

2. Registered civil society organizations that no longer exist.  It is recommended that they be removed from the OAS roster.
The Director of the Department of International Affairs, Mr. Jorge Sanín, presented to the Committee information on the following two civil society organizations, which the Department has established no longer exist and therefore suggests, in keeping with the current guidelines, removing them from the OAS roster:
1. Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL) (CP/CSC-21/00)
2. Transparencia Paraguay (CP/CISC-129/04) 
Based on the information received from the Department of International Affairs, the removal of the aforementioned two organizations was accepted by the Committee. It will therefore be referred to the Permanent Council for consideration at its regular meeting of February 22, 2012, with the same recommendation as above.

3. Preparations for the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum and Special Meeting of the CISC with Civil Society on April 26 and 27, 2012
The Director of International Affairs, Mr. Jorge Sanín, presented to the Committee the draft program for the Hemispheric Forum of Civil Society and the CISC special session with civil society (CP/CISC/INF.-13/12 corr.1), as well as the relevant details about preparations for both events, which are to be held at OAS headquarters on April 26 and 27, 2012.
The Chair of the Committee noted that this draft program was in the standard format that the CISC had been using successfully over the last few years, and that it had been approved already by the Chair, the member state delegations, and the civil society organizations involved in both events.
The Committee took note of the information provided by the Department of International Affairs and requested the Department to continue preparations for both events, taking into account the approval received from the Committee.
4. Other business
1. The Chair of the CISC and the delegations applauded the recent appointment of Mr. Jorge Sanín as Director of the Department of International Affairs, citing his extensive and excellent professional service to the Organization of American States and his indepth knowledge of the issue of the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities, an issue of special interest to the Organization, the follow-up of which falls to this Committee (CISC).

2. After his heartfelt farewell to the Committee at his last meeting as Chair of the CISC, and thanking the General Secretariat for its support, through the Department of International Affairs and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council (Secretariat to the CISC), the delegations present noted Ambassador Hoyos Aristizabal's interpersonal skills, expressed unanimous appreciation for his leadership as Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, cited his many accomplishments as Chair of the CISC in promoting the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities and in promoting the Summits of the Americas process, and wished him success in his future professional endeavors as the new Director of Colombia's National Training Service (SENA).
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