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Summary of the meeting held on October 22, 2014
1. Approval of the order of business
The order of business for the meeting was distributed to the delegations as document CP/CISC-746/14 and approved by the Committee without change.
Ambassador Jorge Miranda, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS and Chair of the CISC, presided over the meeting.
The delegations of the following member states were present:  Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United States, and Uruguay.
The audio recording of the proceedings is available at the following link:
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CISC_746_10-22-2014.MP3
2. Consideration of the 2014-2015 Draft Work Plan of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) (CP/CISC-734/14 rev. 1)
The Committee approved the 2014-2015 Work Plan introduced by the Chair of the CISC.  Some delegations seized the opportunity to express their support for the work being done in preparation for the next Summit of the Americas, which will be held in Panama in 2015. 
The CISC Work Plan approved by the Committee is available at the following link:
· Link
3. Presentation of the periodic report prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on the work done to support and strengthen the Summits process 
The Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, presented the report on the work done to support and strengthen the Summits process.

The report, document CP/CISC-748/14, is available at the following link:

· Link
A number of delegations expressed their appreciation for the presentation of the report and made reference to the national fora and the inclusion of social actors.  One delegation asked about the convergence of views within civil society’s participation and about the mechanisms to prevent excessive registration of organizations.  The Summits of the Americas Secretariat was asked to draw up an initial, nonbinding version of the evaluation criteria that should be used with respect to the civil society forum within the Summits process. 
The Summits Secretariat indicated that an effort is being made to include the social actors of the member states.  To that end, a mechanism has been developed through which civil society and social actors are invited to participate actively in events of that kind at the national level, through the webcast.  It went on to say that as the host country of the next Summit of the Americas, Panama convened these organizations and has reported that those that are part of the working group will have an opportunity to present to the member states their thoughts about the Summit’s central theme.
It also gave assurances that a special dynamic exists between the civil society actors and the member states; it said that while the social actors are not required to pursue a specific topic, they are encouraged to make the proposed theme the centerpiece of their participation.  It underscored the tradition that has built up in connection with this participation and the opening that has been afforded to civil society in these processes.  Thanks to this, civil society has been instrumental in advancing fulfillment of the mandates from the Summits process.
The Committee agreed to take note of the report presented by the Summits Secretariat. 

4. Report of the Director in charge of the Department of International Affairs on the registration of civil society organizations in the OAS and the activities conducted to promote civil society’s participation in OAS activities
The Acting Director of the Department of International Affairs (DIA), Jane Thery, presented the Department’s Report on the registration of civil society organizations in the OAS and on the activities conducted to promote civil society’s participation in OAS activities.
The presentation was distributed to the delegations as document CP/CISC-747/14, which is available at the following link:
· Link
The Acting Director of the DIA reaffirmed the commitment to review the process to strengthen the strategy for civil society participation.  She mentioned the goals proposed by the Department and some of the more salient activities in the period from March to September of this year.  She also made reference to the forthcoming meetings to be held. 
A number of delegations expressed appreciation for Mrs. Thery’s presentation and expressed their government’s readiness to provide support.  They requested a list of the civil society organizations registered in the OAS, preferably itemized by country and topic.  They mentioned that some applications had not been approved and asked about their current status.  Other delegations were of the view that if there are rules in place to govern civil society’s participation, the contribution these organizations can make will greatly enrich any debate that the states might undertake on such a vital topic as integral development. They thus reaffirmed their intention to continue to be in favor of civil society’s participation in accordance with the existing regulations.
In connection with the four organizations not yet approved by the Permanent Council, the Director of the DIA noted that the last time the CISC had presented the approval request, three were approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council and the other disappeared.  She also advised the delegations that the list of civil society organizations registered with the OAS, itemized by country and by area of activity, will be distributed.  Mrs. Thery also mentioned that the Department plans to introduce new technologies to enable it to work more efficiently, given the growing number of organizations registered with the OAS.
5. Presentation and consideration of the following applications from civil society organizations  to be listed in the OAS Registry 
The Director of the Department of International Affairs, Mrs. Jane Thery, presented the following applications received from civil society organizations to register to participate in OAS activities.
Argentina

· Respuesta para la Paz Asociación Civil (CP/CISC-737/14)
Brazil

· Instituto Global Attitude (CP/CISC-745/14)
· União Marista do Brasil (UMBRASIL) (CP/CISC-744/14)
Chile

· Corporación Humanas - Centro Regional de Derechos y Justicia de Género

(CP/CISC-741/14)
· Fundación Mi Casa (CP/CISC-735/14)

Colombia
· Acción Cultural Popular (ACPO) (CP/CISC-738/14)
· Corporación MAKAIA Asesoría Internacional (CP/CISC-732/14)
· Defensoría Militar (CP/CISC-742/14)
Dominican Republic
· Fundación Étnica Integral (FEI) (CP/CISC-743/14)

Mexico
· Centro Mexicano de Desarrollo Ambiental (CEMDA) (CP/CISC-731/14)
Paraguay

· Asociación Mujeres Trabajadoras Sexuales del Paraguay “Unidas en la Esperanza” (CP/CISC-739/14)
Peru
· CHIRAPAQ Centro de Culturas Indígenas de Perú (CP/CISC-740/14)
Saint Lucia

· United and Strong, Inc. (CP/CISC-729/14)
United States
· Center for Reproductive Rights (CP/CISC-733/14)
· Free the Slaves (CP/CISC-730/14)
· JASS (Just Associates) (CP/CISC-736/14)
The Director told the Committee that her Department examined the above applications to check to ensure that the applicant organizations’ main areas of activity were related to the work of the OAS, that their endeavors could further the objectives that the Organization pursues and that they adhere to the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  The Director asked that these applications be approved and forwarded to the Permanent Council.
The Commission decided to refer the above-referenced applications to the Permanent Council for consideration. 
6. Other Business
The Chair expressed his gratitude to the representatives for their participation in the meeting of the CISC. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m.
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