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Summary of the meeting of May 14, 2015

1. Adoption of the order of business

The order of business was distributed to the delegations as document CP/CISC-775/15 corr. 1 and was adopted by the Committee as submitted.

Ambassador Jorge Miranda, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS and Chair of the CISC, presided over the meeting. 

The following delegations were in attendance:  Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link:

CP_CISC_775_05-14-2015.MP3
2. Presentation of the periodic report of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on work undertaken to support and strengthen the Summits process


The Secretary of the Summits of the Americas, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, delivered the Summits Secretariat’s activities report, CP/CISC-776/15.

The Summits Secretary noted the support member states had received from the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) as well as the participation by civil society in the Seventh Summit of the Americas that was held in Panama from April 10-11, 2015.  He described the Summit as a success that advanced hemispheric integration, especially as Cuba was in attendance. He spoke as well about the document entitled "Mandates for Action" and its connection to the theme of the Seventh Summit, “Prosperity with Equity.”

The delegations commended the Summits Secretariat on its work, noting the Panama Summit was a success. Some delegations suggested that follow-up on the conclusions of the Summit would be useful. 

The Committee decided to take note of the Summits Secretariat’s report. 

3. Presentation and consideration of applications by civil society organizations for registration with the OAS

The acting Director of the Department of International Affairs submitted the following applications from civil society organizations seeking to participate in OAS activities:

Argentina: Centro Latinoamericano de aprendizaje y servicio solidario (CLAYSS)  (CP/CISC-770/15)
Brazil: Conselho Nacional do Serviço Social da Indústria (SESI) (CP/CISC-754/15)

Chile: Fundación Pro Bono (CP/CISC-762/15)
Colombia: Corporación Anne Frank (CP/CISC-768/15); Fundación El Sol (FUNDASOL) (CP/CISC-763/15)  y CORPROGRESO (CP/CISC-755/15)
Costa Rica: Asociación para el Mejoramiento de la Calidad de la Vida de las Trabajadoras y Ex Trabajadoras Sexuales “La Sala” (CP/CISC-772/15)
United States: International Social Service (ISS) – United States of America Branch, Inc. (CP/CISC-764/15); Sister Cities International (CP/CISC-765/15); International Solidarity & Human Rights Institute (CP/CISC-756/15); y Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (CP/CISC-773/15)
Mexico: Grupo de Información en Reproducción Elegida (GIRE) (CP/CISC-757/15) y Mujer para la Mujer A.C. (CP/CISC-758/15)
Panama: Centro de la Mujer Panameña (CEMP) (CP/CISC-769/15)
Uruguay: Alianza Regional por la Libre Expresión e Información (CP/CISC-767/15) y Unión Latinoamericana de Ciegos (CP/CISC-766/15)
The Director informed the Committee that his Department had studied the aforementioned applications, verifying that their main areas of activity were related to the OAS and that their work could help the Organization fulfill its objectives. It had also verified the activities carried out by each organization in its respective country and their degree of independence.  The Director noted that the organizations had met the requirements set forth in the "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities" and therefore asked that these applications be approved and referred to the Permanent Council.

The Committee decided to refer the aforementioned applications to the Permanent Council for consideration.

4.
Presentation and consideration of the following civil society organization to be removed from the OAS Register:
The acting Direct of the Department of International Affairs requested that the US organization Global Rights - Partners for Justice be removed from the OAS Register as it had ceased its activities.
In view of the foregoing, the Committee decided to remove Global Rights from the OAS Register and refer its decision to the Permanent Council for consideration.

5. Consideration of the proposal by the Chair of the Committee to Classify the Mandates of the CISC

The Committee Chair presented the meeting with the “Classification of current and procedural mandates assigned to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for the 2007–2015 period,” which was agreed on, document CP/CISC-774/15.
6. Procedures for updating mandates of the CISC to be referred to the General Assembly 
The Committee Chair recalled the agreements reached by the Permanent Council regarding the procedures for updating mandates to be referred to the General Assembly. Following this, the Committee decided to accept that the Permanent Council would reaffirm all CISC mandates currently in force.

7. Other business 

The Chair once again thanked the representatives for participating in the CISC meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:53 a.m.
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