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Montevideo, November 27, 2009

Abraham Stein

Deputy Secretary for Multidimensional Security

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

United States of America

Dear Sir,

We are pleased to forward herewith the “Report on the Activities of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) in fulfillment of the Declaration on Security in the Americas in its specialized area of activity,” for the period October 2008 - November 2009.  

The above-mentioned report was produced within the framework of the Declaration on Security Americas (OAS/Ser.K /CES/dec.1/03rev XXXVIII. 1),  which was prepared during the Special Conference on Security, held in Mexico City on October 27 and 28, 2003.

This document highlights, on the one hand, the activities undertaken by the IIN with respect to major advances being made in the area of security for children and adolescents. The websites of the IIN (www.iin.oea.org), ANNAObserva Inter-American Observatory (www.annaobserva.org), and Our Voice in Colors (www.nuestravozacolores.org) contain information on action being taken to ensure the security of children in the Americas and respect for their rights.

Please be advised that some of the official documents referred to in the “Ninth Report to the Secretary General of the OAS on the Situation of Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents in the Americas” can be downloaded from the Inter-American Observatory website, and that the website of Nuestra Voz a Colores (Our Voice in Colors) contains official information provided by the member states on public policy, experiences, and best practices and also features chat rooms for children, adolescents, and adults.

We hope this information will serve to create opportunities for exchange and to strengthen efforts being undertaken by the Organization of American States in this area.


Sincerely,


Dolores Aguilar


Director General
A specialized organization of the OAS
Report on activities carried out by the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

pursuant to the Declaration on Security in the Americas in its area of specialization,
during the period October 2008 - November 2009.

The following is a summary of activities carried out pursuant to the Declaration on Security in the Americas: 

Juvenile Criminal Justice 

Paragraph 19. We reaffirm that the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) and other meetings of criminal justice authorities are important and effective fora for promoting and strengthening mutual understanding, confidence, dialogue, and cooperation in developing criminal justice policies and responses to address new threats to security.

On the subject of Juvenile Criminal Justice, the IIN participated in the First World Congress on Restorative Justice, held in Lima, Peru, from November 4 to 7, 2009. The IIN participated through its Legal Office, providing analysis on the extent of the impact this novel concept has had on inter-American laws in this area. The purpose of the Congress was to promote promising new models of Restorative Juvenile Justice as a response to the current neo-retributive trend, and to identify its specific nature, scope, and concrete applications in different cultural and legal contexts. 

As part of the Legal Database on Childhood and Adolescence issues of (BADAJ), the IIN has done a compilation of the national laws of most of the OAS member states, in the area of Juvenile Criminal Justice. This collection of laws is of paramount importance as it provides states with a source of reference on the subject matter, for purposes of comparative law exercises in the process of creating, amending, or even repealing laws. It also helps to facilitate the legal landscape on the subject matter in the Americas.

International organized crime: trafficking for sexual exploitation of children and adolescents

Paragraph 25. We condemn transnational organized crime, since it constitutes an assault on institutions in our states and negatively affects our societies. We renew our commitment to fighting it by strengthening the domestic legal framework, the rule of law, and multilateral cooperation, respectful of the sovereignty of each state, in particular through the exchange of information, mutual legal assistance, and extradition. We shall combat transnational organized crime, inter alia, by fully implementing the obligations contracted by the states parties to the United Nations Convention on Transnational Organized Crime and its three protocols, so that money laundering, kidnapping, illicit trafficking in human beings, corruption, and other related crimes are criminalized in the Hemisphere and so that the assets from the proceeds of these crimes are identified, traced, frozen or seized and are ultimately confiscated and disposed of. We shall also improve coordination and technical cooperation to strengthen national institutions dedicated to preventing and sanctioning these transnational crimes and identifying and prosecuting members of transnational criminal organizations.

Pursuant to General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2486 (XXXIX-O/09) and AG/RES. 2486 (XXXIX-O/09) on “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and Adolescents,” and resolutions of the IIN Directing Council on this subject matter, the IIN has carried out the following activities related to trafficking for sexual exploitation of children and adolescents: 

a. Development and updating of the website of the Inter-American Observatory on Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents

This can be viewed at www.annaobserva.org 
In order to develop the website, the IIN signed a General Cooperation Agreement with ECPAT International and Save the Children-Sweden. This instrument for computerizing information has collected information validated by all the OAS member states’ governing bodies on children’s affairs, through their official liaisons. 

One manifestation of sexual exploitation is trafficking for sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. The website therefore brings together legislation, public policies, contacts for the official coordinating bodies, best practices, existing independent monitoring mechanisms, civil society initiatives of interest, and statistical data. The advanced search engine can find documents indexed under “trafficking” in all of the aforementioned entries.

The information is available to the general public on the Internet (www.annaobserva.org), but there is also direct mailing to the official liaisons of the Observatory. It should be borne in mind that the Observatory draws on official information provided directly by the member states or through their reports to the monitoring bodies of the UN system and the inter-American system, as well as to other regional organizations.

Besides meetings held with partners Save the Children Sweden and ECPAT International, meetings were also held with UNICEF TACRO and ILO/IPEC, mainly to coordinate efforts on the Dev Info LAC ESC, a joint initiative of both organizations in Central America.

In addition to providing member states with useful information, the Observatory seeks to serve as a catalyst and a sounding board for regional best practices on the subject matter. It is updated on an ongoing basis and to date has more than 600 documents in Spanish and English.

b. The IIN has a network of state contacts, which are directly engaged on the issue of commercial sexual exploitation, including trafficking in persons

The IIN made direct contacts with and/or advised national commissions against sexual exploitation, sexual abuse, and trafficking in persons or the national liaisons of different member states of the inter-American system. During the period under review, assistance was provided to Panama, Ecuador, Chile, Uruguay, Colombia, Guatemala, El Salvador, Argentina, and Venezuela in such areas as supporting national committees or commissions with their activities; exchange of information on legislation and action plans; updating the records of authorities for coordination through the Inter-American Observatory; transmission of published material; and training for some of their members through virtual workshop-courses, etc. 

c. Preparation of the Ninth Report to the OAS Secretary General on measures undertaken by member states to combat commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents in the Americas

Pursuant to the provisions of OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1667 (XXIX-O/99) of June 7, 1999, on “Inclusion of Children's Issues on the Hemispheric Agenda,” every year the IIN produces a report on measures taken by member states to combat commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. These reports are always validated with children’s affairs authorities of the member states, and mainly bring together the efforts to bring the laws in line with international rules, and to develop and implement public policies based on international recommendations in this area. 

The nine reports that have been produced year after year are available on the IIN’s website: http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/exp_sexual_informe.shtml. The Spanish and English versions of this Ninth Report have enjoyed been widely disseminated through the Inter-American Observatory, personal delivery to official liaisons of Observatory; and on CDs distributed at international, inter-American, and regional meetings in which the IIN has taken part. 

d. Presentation of virtual course-workshop on commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents 

The virtual workshop-course on commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents was held in October and November 2009, targeting government and non-governmental operators directly engaged in the handling of commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents – including trafficking – in their respective countries, prioritizing the participation of official liaisons of the Inter-American Observatory Annaobserva. 

The course-workshop sought to promote critical reflection on the issue from a human rights perspective, by those in charge, providing a common frame of reference for understanding commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents; and to serve as a guide to identify learning experiences from the participants’ practice. Assistance was thus provided in identifying best practices and lessons learned from the players themselves (22 people from 12 countries of the inter-American system). Four group discussion forums were coordinated to orchestrate this. 

e. Participation in regional, inter-American, and international meetings related to trafficking in children and adolescents

1.
“Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons,” organized jointly by Argentina and the Eastern Republic of Uruguay within the framework of the OAS Permanent Council’s Committee on Hemispheric Security. 

The IIN participated as an observer organization in this meeting, which was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from March 24 to 27, 2009. The member states presented their reports pursuant to the Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of Officials on National Trafficking in Persons, held on Margarita Island in 2006 The IIN also participated, through its Director General. 

2.
Active participation in World Congress III against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents

2.1.
Regional Preparatory Meeting for Latin America's World Congress III on Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents

This meeting was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from August 19 to 21, 2008, and featured a presentation on the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; a panel discussion; and the Inter-American Observatory was introduced and various materials on the topic were handed out. 

2.2
National Consultation in Preparation for World Congress III

This meeting was held in October 2008 in Brasilia, and included a presentation on the international context and OAS proposals for combating sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. 

2.3
Participation in the Reference Group and in World Congress III itself
Coordinated by the Principal Representative of Brazil to the IIN Directing Council, the Organizing Committee invited the IIN to participate in World Congress III and to join the Reference Group. This Group advised the Coordinating Committee of the event as the latter needed, through the Director of the IIN’s Technical Areas. During the event – held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from November 25 to 28, 2008 – the IIN spoke on one of the main panels, participated in a working group, and displayed information on an Institute stand. 

3.
Meetings of the Niñ@sur Task Force involving MERCOSUR member and associate states (Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Brazil, Chile, Bolivia, Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador, and Colombia). 

The IIN has been actively participating in this regional initiative since 2006. During the period covered by this report, it participated in two meetings: one in October 2008 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and another in September 2009 in Montevideo, Uruguay. 

Participation in this forum has afforded the IIN an opportunity to validate some of its programs and initiatives related to commercial sexual exploitation of children, which the task force adopted as one of its priority issues. This is why a project was developed to combat commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents (CSEC) in border cities of Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, and Argentina, especially taking into consideration the mode of human trafficking for sex. While this IDB-funded project has not yet been implemented, it would be approved.

4.
Bi-national Seminar "Institutional Approach to assistance for victims of trafficking"

Organized in Montevideo in September 2009 by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), this meeting brought together authorities and technicians to exchange experiences related a joint initiative embarked upon by Argentina and Uruguay for care, assistance, and protection for human trafficking victims, incorporating the gender and human rights perspectives. 

The IOM was asked to share its experiences, which were presented by participants who were also liaisons of Inter-American Observatory. It should be noted that the IOM is finalizing its Punto Sur (South Point) project involving Mercosur, Bolivia, and Chile by advancing to the second phase of the IIN project that was launched in 2004. Those in attendance included U.S. Embassy representatives and the Chief of Counter-Trafficking Activities of the IOM Regional Office in Washington, Ms. Agueda Marin. 

f. Transmission of Addendum to Institutional Technical Guideline No. 1, entitled: “Addendum to IIN-OEA Institutional Technical Guideline No 1.– Re-victimization of Children and Adolescents in administrative and judicial procedures in sex abuse cases”

The IIN has pioneered the development of Institutional Technical Guidelines (ITG) as a mechanism for response, analysis, and reflection on individual cases which are considered as paradigms given their far-reaching impact, and based on which guidelines are developed as the basis for rules of the inter-American and international system. 

Following the development of the ITG No. 1, an in-depth addendum was prepared on the following two issues that apply perfectly to human rights protection against the trafficking of children and/or adolescents:  

· The exercise of parental authority by parents accused of sexual abuse and other forms of ill-treatment of children and adolescents

· Credibility of the opinions of the child or adolescent victim of sexual abuse and other ill-treatment

While this technical guideline was produced at the request of a member state arising from a case of sexual abuse, its promotion and the prevention awareness on re-victimization undertaken based on this document includes situations of trafficking in children and adolescents for any purpose. 

Combating child pornography and promoting the protection of personal data on children and adolescents 

Paragraph 26 – We will develop a culture of cybersecurity in the Americas by taking effective preventive measures to anticipate, address, and respond to cyberattacks, whatever their origin, fighting against cyber threats and cybercrime, criminalizing attacks against cyberspace, protecting critical infrastructure and securing networked systems. We reaffirm our commitment to develop and implement an integral OAS cybersecurity strategy, utilizing the contributions and recommendations developed jointly by member state experts and the REMJA Governmental Experts Group on Cybercrime, CICTE, the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), and other appropriate organs, taking into consideration the existing work developed by member states, coordinated with the Committee on Hemispheric Security.
The development of information technologies provides children and adolescents a wonderful opportunity to exercise their right to free expression and information. However, it is precisely through computer-mediated communication that they face risks and serious threats of their human rights. 

That is why the IIN has begun investigating and promoting the rights of children and adolescents to safe and responsible use of the technology through various activities, notably: 

a.
he collection, organization, and dissemination of information on legislation, public policies, and best practices developed to tackle child pornography through the Inter-American Observatory Annaobserva. 

b.
Attendance at and advisory services for the two meetings that launched the “Regional Network for the rights of children and adolescents to safe and responsible use of ICTs.” The last meeting was held in Buenos Aires in August 2008. This forum, which includes a series of civil society organizations, has been convened by Save the Children Sweden and ECPAT International, members of the Observatory.

c.
Attendance at the “Seminar on rights, teens, and social networking,” convened by AGESIC, IIJ, and IDRC-Canada. The Seminar was held on July 28, 2009 at the Uruguayan Legislative Palace and brought together experts from Canada, Spain, Ecuador, Brazil, Mexico, Peru, Colombia, Argentina, and Uruguay. Of particular interest were the Canadian and Brazilian experiences in actively combating child and teen pornography through specialized research.

Education for peace and strengthening democracy 

Paragraph 32 – We underscore the role of education for peace and the strengthening of democracy in our Hemisphere as a region where tolerance, dialogue, and mutual respect prevail as peaceful forms of coexistence. We recommend that both in each state and in the corresponding inter-American instances, particularly the Inter-American Education Committee, actions be taken to promote democratic culture in keeping with the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
Within the framework of the promotion of democratic governance, the IIN has strongly devoted itself to promoting the right of children and adolescents to participation, on the understanding that this guiding principle of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is an essential element of the rights approach. Promoting participation and educating for the participation of children and adolescents is avenue for dialogue, tolerance, and mutual respect – wanted by the Hemisphere – to prevail and is, at the same time, how to assure citizens under 18 years of age that they will be able to fully exercise their other rights as well. 

While this line of work by the IIN can be traced back to 2004, we will only briefly list the main activities undertaken during the period covered by this report: 

1. 83rd  Meeting of the IIN Directing Council 

The 83rd Meeting of the IIN Directing Council, held in Ottawa, Canada, in October 2008, approved the agenda of the 20th Pan American Child Congress, establishing as one of the themes “Participation of children and adolescents in building citizenship and the public policy implications.” The meeting also decided to establish a working group to address issues related to ensuring that participation be fact one of the principal pillars of the 20th Pan American Congress. 

2. Working Group Meeting Preparatory to the Consultation on Participation of Children and Adolescents in the framework of the XX Pan American Child Congress 

Pursuant to IIN Directing Council resolution CD/RES.07 (83-R/08), the Meeting of the Working Group Preparatory to the Consultation on Participation of Children and Adolescents in the framework of the XX Pan American Child Congress was held in Quito, Ecuador, on February 5 and 6, 2009.

In this context, 10 member states (Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Ecuador, United States, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, and Uruguay) participated with delegations of adolescents from the various regions of the Americas. The meeting produced a document entitled “The principle of participation of children and adolescents – approaches to building a frame of reference.” It also identified the holding the First Pan American Forum for Children and Adolescents as the best way to specify the participation focus in the 20th Pan American Congress. 

3. Devising a Frame of Reference on the subject matter, entitled "The participation of children and adolescents in building citizenship and the public policy implications” 

In accordance with the decisions and issues discussed at the Working Group meeting, the IIN prepared a concept paper from the information provided by member states. Country reports on the issue of participation by child and adolescents were received beginning in April 2009. The document prepared was presented and used as a Frame of Reference for the Child Participation focus at the 20th Pan American Child Congress. 

4. Design and development of website Our Voice in Colors:

www.nuestravozacolores.org 

The website at www.nuestravozacolores.org was aimed at promoting national and regional experiences in participation of children and adolescents, and is also used as an interactive virtual forum for communication and exchange among organized groups of children and adolescents. 

This site contains:

· National regulations and plans related to participation;

· Observations and Recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child;
· Experiences with participation; 

· Forums to exchange of experiences among children and adolescents and adults;
· Opinion polls;

· Recommending reading for children, adolescents, and adults interested in the subject matter.

5. First Pan American Forum of Children and Adolescents

The 20th Pan American Child Congress was held in Lima, Peru, from September 22 to 25, 2009. As part of the Congress, the First Forum of Children and Adolescents was also held, with participation by 63 adolescents, representing 23 member states.

As part of the Forum discussion workshops were conducted on issues related to forums for intergenerational exchange and cultural exchange spaces – the central themes of the 20th Pan American Congress.

This First Forum was concrete demonstration of the member states’ commitment to ensuring that the voices of children and adolescents are heard, and with that, their views and suggestions received at the highest levels of institutions of the inter-American system devoted to the issues of children and adolescents.
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