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Mr. Chair,
In view the importance of our deliberations this afternoon to the situation in Haiti, allow me, on behalf of the Haitian delegation, to share a few thoughts with you on my country’s special security concerns.
First of all, I would like to thank the panelists for their interesting and useful presentations.
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
The earthquake that struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, revealed our weakness as a country to deal with natural disasters. The gaps that need to be filled are legion. In this regard, the plan of action for implementation of the reconstruction program, to be presented in New York on March 31, will undoubtedly pay increased attention to the idea of creating a genuine system for natural disaster prevention, preparedness, and response coordination. 

We all know to what extent the principal Haitian institutions called upon to provide emergency response to these disasters were affected. In particular, I would like to refer to the Haitian National Police (PNH). This institution was dealt a harsh blow, in both human and material terms. Hundreds of police officers are dead. Some are seriously injured and others have had to have limbs amputated. Several buildings housing police facilities were destroyed.
Despite these losses, as soon as the earthquake struck, the police came to the aid of the population. Now, more than ever before, the institution needs to be strengthened and professionalized. Some of the programs instituted before the earthquake must be continued. I would like to draw special attention to the program to reform the PNH. Its objective is to equip the country with a professional force of 14,000 police officers in 2011. Countries like Canada, the United States, and France, to mention just a few, have already offered their support in this regard.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The security challenges the country must face have increased since the January 12 disaster. Managing the displaced persons living in camps is one of these challenges. More than 1,050 camps housing victims have been counted in the country. The PNH, with support from American military forces and MINUSTAH officers, is largely responsible for security in the camps. At the same time, camp management committees have set up surveillance brigades to shore up police action and deter and denounce perpetrators of criminal acts and sexual violence. We must therefore focus our attention at this time on an entirely new system for protecting the people living in camps.
The January 12 disaster has weakened the country still further in terms of trafficking in persons and particularly trafficking in children. For example, some cases of attempted smuggling of children have been discovered. To address this situation, in addition to taking other institutional measures, the government intends to strengthen the Brigade for the Protection of Minors. It also intends to consolidate the border police to combat not only trafficking in persons but also trafficking in narcotic drugs, firearms, and other substances.
For its part, the Judiciary has been deeply affected. Many of its staff died and it suffered huge material losses. The Judiciary must now be revamped because the safety and security of the people depend on it. Given these circumstances, initial steps are being taken to create a judicial city. Under this initiative, the Court of Cassation, the Court of Appeals, the Court of First Instance, the Office of the Public Prosecutor for Civil Matters, and the Justice of the Peace Courts would be rehoused.
The government is also in the process of developing a building code. Strict adherence to this code is one of the essential conditions for reducing the country’s vulnerability to natural disasters.
Along the same lines, the government intends to establish, as early as possible, a unit within the National Police to support mayors’ offices in their efforts to ban makeshift construction and to ensure strict implementation of the building code.
In a nutshell, I would like to point out that, in addition to the government’s efforts to respond to the daily needs of the population and more specifically to those of the people living in camps, other public security matters continue to be at the heart of our concerns. Among them I would mention trafficking in drugs and firearms, armed gangs, and the problem of prison escapees.
The climate prevailing in the country since the earthquake offers fertile ground for the development of all types of illicit activities. As a result of the earthquake, more than 5,300 inmates escaped from prison, including notorious criminals and gang leaders, many of whom had raped women and girls. The National Police, with help from MINUSTAH, are intent on capturing them. Some of them have already committed new acts of kidnapping, armed robbery, and other serious criminal offenses. As I speak, only a few of them have been captured. Most are still on the run.
In this context, in addition to rebuilding the prison system, the government must create a modern security branch, expand the local policing program, and strengthen the security program for water resources as well as other programs for ports and airports. 

Along with coercive measures, the government will continue to favor a multidimensional strategy that includes socioeconomic parameters in an effort to curb the proliferation of gangs. That strategy has already been tried and tested. It is based on an appropriate balance between deterrence by force and persuasion through dialogue. The deterrence is reflected in the visibility of the National Police units and their readiness to go on the offensive. Persuasion takes the form of policies for job creation, civic education, and community involvement.
The government wants to tackle all aspects of these problems by working on plans to modernize cities, conducting socioeconomic assessments to develop a better, more coherent framework for intervention, and considering participation a priority.
The most important aspect of the strategy will be the creation of partnership systems for security and development. This will entail the establishment of permanent forums for discussion among municipal authorities, community representatives, members of the private business sector, and the National Police.
These partnerships, by raising problems faced by the people and by trying to find solutions, should help tackle the root causes of violence, establish mechanisms for conflict management, and isolate and identify criminal elements.
In this regard, technical assistance will require the support of MINUSTAH and other international community partners.
Clearly, the implementation of all these measures must be strengthened with police support in the context of social projects providing incentives to the population.
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Haiti, as a Caribbean island country, is a state that is not only susceptible to nontraditional threats but is only, now more than ever before, extremely sensitive to national disasters. It is impossible to speak about reconstruction without considering the establishment of a genuine system for disaster prevention and preparedness and for the coordination of responses to these disasters. It is essential to revisit and to modernize our civil defense system or even to create a natural disaster emergency management agency. Along these lines, it is important to mobilize all of the country’s resources around this crucial question and to come up with a definition of a new national disaster management strategy. This new strategy will make it possible not only to focus state action on disaster management but also to act directly on the causes of risk situations. The two approaches are important and complementary. This strategy will have to include practical measures to strengthen the capacity for disaster risk management and response and for action in the long term by acting on risk causes and factors.
Accordingly, it will be necessary to take a fresh look at private and public investment programs in order to mitigate vulnerability and thus the probable impact of disasters. It will also be necessary to reinforce national capacities (state, private sector, NGOs, universities and schools, the media, community-based organizations, etc.) to respond appropriately to disasters. These capacities must be strengthened through a national plan, with priority areas for intervention and risk management at the central, departmental, communal, and local levels.
All of these efforts as a whole will help provide the country with strong institutions capable of protecting the people and their property.
There is no need to tell you, ladies and gentlemen, that support from the international community and a sustained effort at coordination in this regard are and will remain critical for the success of these programs.
In conclusion, I would like to reiterate the thanks of the Haitian Government to all of the countries of the region that spared no effort to support us during these difficult times. 

Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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