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Many thanks Mr. Chairman for affording SEDI this opportunity to brief this Committee on our work in support of the Committee’s mandates and efforts. 
Resolution AG/2485-09 confirms that this Committee is well seized of the multidimensional nature of the threats to hemispheric security, especially to the development prospects of the small states in the region and so this presentation will not treat these threats. 
Background

Suffice it to say that over the past decade, and in particular over the past 2 months, we have received many potent reminders about the wide-ranging social, economic and environmental threats that abound in our region and that deepen its social, economic and environmental vulnerability. High, annual disaster losses indicate that countries are not addressing disaster risk in a manner that reduces vulnerability and builds resilience at national and local levels. Five of the ten countries most affected by extreme weather events between 1997 and 2006, are OAS Member States (Honduras, Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, Haiti and Venezuela).
 Two of the countries hardest hit from earthquakes over the past decade are Haiti and Chile. 

The clear message from the streets of Port-au-Prince to the coastal communities of Concepcion is that if natural disasters are to be reduced or avoided, then natural hazard risks must be taken seriously. It is also clear that a key element of resilience building is sustained economic growth and social development.  
Review of Interventions in 2009

I’m pleased to briefly share with you our activities in this important area over this past year. 
Financial limitations aside, we believe that the OAS is ideally placed and adequately equipped to assist our member states to reduce their exposure to natural hazards and build their resilience to natural disasters, through the work of this Committee, as well as the Inter-American Committee for Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR), and the PC-CEPCIDI Joint Working Group (JWG) on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States. 


Broadly speaking our work is being shaped by the Hyogo Framework for Action and our lead role in the Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in the Americas which was reaffirmed at the Second Session of the Global Platform held in Geneva, in June last year. The IACNDR and the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM) are at the center of the Regional Platform. While the IACNDR provides the highest hemispheric inter-agency body for formulating public policy on Disaster Risk Reduction, the INDM provides the mechanism for sharing practical experiences in establishing National Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

Members of the Committee would know that the INDM was established 3 years ago SEDI is using the INDM to assist OAS Member States in advancing the formulation and development of public policy related to natural hazard risk management. In line with the principles and objectives of UNISDR and the commitments made by the countries of the Americas, the Network will focus its efforts in the exchange and sharing of best practices, and policy models that promote the mainstreaming of natural hazard risk reduction into sustainable development policy and planning.

Only a week ago, the benefits and impact of the INDM was evident during a Round table on Community-centred Flood Early Warning Systems in Central America. The main audience of the round table was OAS Permanent Missions and Observers delegates, program officers and specialists with international cooperation agencies, international NGOs, development banks and Disaster Risk Reduction practitioners in general, based in the DC area. The round table was also broadcast through the Internet reaching practitioners throughout the hemisphere. We’re grateful that the Chair of the Joint Working Group along with delegates from several OAS Permanent Missions, who sit at the JWG, attended the round table and expressed their appreciation for the event. Judging from the written feedback we received, the event was a major success and allowed experts to join in the discussion at less cost to the OAS and at greater convenience to them.


Even as the UNISDR recognizes SG/OAS as the principal partner in the Americas for the implementation of Regional Platform, we believe that much work is needed to have all partners recognize these two instruments as central pieces of the Regional Platform. 



A critical step in this process will be the Hemispheric Meeting on National Mechanisms and Networks for Disaster Risk Reduction to be held in Santa Marta, Colombia, from 14-16 of April 2010. This event is an integral component of the Regional Platform process, and will aim to share experiences on National Mechanisms and Networks for Disaster Risk Reduction. The main audience would be the National Coordinating Institutions of the HFA National Platforms – mainly the national emergency preparedness and response agencies; ministries of finance and planning, health, tourism, agriculture, and energy, among other economic and productive sector ministries. Private enterprises, local governments and grass-root organizations, as well as universities and other academic institutions have been invited. The event is being sponsored by the INDM and the UNISDR Secretariat, and co-convened by the SG/OAS and the Government of Colombia.
Seismic Risks



Recent seismic events in Haiti and Chile reinforce the need for a sharper focus to be given to abating seismic risks in our region. As with other risks, the standard approach to dealing with seismic risks is to avoid them where possible or to build resilience to them through proper zoning regimes, relevant building codes, and effective development planning and development control measures. The absence of building codes and mechanisms in many countries in our region is a matter of grave concern. But it is also clear that by themselves these tools and measures will not avert natural disasters especially where overcrowding, endemic poverty, and high unemployment and underemployment exist. 


This highlights the wisdom of the multi-dimensional approach and establishes the need for attention to be given to strengthening the links between economic and social development and disaster risk management. In the past attention has largely been focused on the role that economic development can and must play to risk management; but it is becoming increasingly clear that social investment in pro-poor, resilient housing, in relocating communities away from hazard-prone areas, in building drains and other flood control mechanisms and in thinning and rationalizing congested areas to allow the free movement of emergency vehicles must be built into any disaster risk management program. 

Distinguished delegates would be pleased to know that SEDI is taking a close look at this and that the Departments of Sustainable Development, Economic Development and Trade and Social Development are exploring possible collaborative interventions in this area. 
Drought 


Delegations would be aware that much of the Caribbean is experiencing the worst drought in at least 2 decades, which has affected agriculture and hydro-power outputs as well as the tourism industry. Moreover, a considerable amount of vegetation has been destroyed through bush fires which will have medium term effects on biodiversity and general ecosystems health. Drastic rationing measures have been introduced in virtually all countries.  


We believe that the region has the tools for a Drought Early Warning System. What appears to be lacking is proper communication between meteorologists and climatologists and policy makers. Funding permitting, SEDI intends to assist the region in establishing an effective EWS for Drought with a robust communication and public education and awareness strategy, 
Strengthening the Framework for Emergency Legislation in the Caribbean 

The DSD is in the closing stages of a World Bank-funded, Caribbean Emergency Legislation Project that aims to improve legislative and administrative procedures, during and immediately after, the occurrence of a natural disaster.  This project is expected to produce a set of recommendations for the implementation of clear and transparent procedures to be used during a state of emergency and will define government powers and responsibilities during these times, with particular emphasis on the emergency declaration and the governance aspects of emergency budget appropriation and budget execution.  As I speak validation workshops are being held in Grenada and Jamaica and a final end-of-project meeting is planned for mid- April.
Sound Management of Chemicals 

Since 2006, in response to on-going requests for technical assistance from member countries, the SEDI-DSD has been active at national and regional levels seeking to: (a) improve understanding of the presence and behavior of key chemicals within countries, (b) identify toxic chemical stockpiles that pose serious human health and environmental hazards; and (c) develop opportunities to strengthen cooperation at the sub-regional levels.  DSD has completed the compilation of data and case studies of innovative financial arrangements, particularly through Payment for Ecological Services schemes.  A Regional Implementation Strategy has been developed to promote the sound management of chemicals and funding is now being sought for the implementation of this strategy.  
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�.	Source: Global Climate Risk Index 2008 – Sven Harmeling - GermanWatch 
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