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INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD

2600 16th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20441

Washington, D.C., November 29, 2010

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to transmit the Analysis and Proposal to Promote Interaction between the Inter-American Defense Board and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, in compliance with operative paragraph 16 of resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10), "Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board,” adopted at the fourth plenary session, on June 8, 2010.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


José Roberto Machado e Silva


Lieutenant General, Brazilian Air Force


Chair

His Excellency

Jorge Skinner-Klee

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Guatemala

  to the Organization of American States and

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

17th St. and Constitution Ave., N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20006

INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD

SECRETARIAT

2600 16th Street, N. W.

Washington, D.C.  20441

ANALYSIS AND PROPOSAL TO PROMOTE INTERACTION BETWEEN 
THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD AND 
THE SECRETARIAT FOR MULTIDIMENSIONAL SECURITY

1. OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 16 OF RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10), JUNE 8, 2010
“To request the Secretariats of the IADB and Multidimensional Security (SMS), in keeping with the Statutes of the IADB, to work together to promote greater interaction to strengthen the IADB as an entity of the OAS, and to submit a report to the CSH by December 1, 2010.”

2. DEFINITION OF TERMS (Spanish Royal Academy)
/
a.
Interaction: Reciprocal action among two or more objects, agents, forces, functions, etc. 

b.
Integration: Action and effect of integrating or joining. Joining of parts to make a whole.  Completion of a whole with its missing parts.

3. OBSERVATIONS 

a.
Similarity
Having some functions in common promotes greater interaction between the IADB and the SMS.  “Reciprocal action among those counterpart topics.”
The Statutes of the IADB and the Executive Order of the SMS have in common the responsibility for cooperation on issues they have in common. 

b.
Difference 

The IADB is an international entity with technical autonomy, according to its Statutes and Rules of Procedure, with a Council of Delegates who reflect the multilateralism of the member states, while the SMS is an administrative secretariat of the OAS-GS.
4. POSITION OF THE SECRETARIAT FOR MULTIDIMENSIONAL SECURITY 

The SMS, at four meetings with representatives of the IADB, expressed: 

a.
An expectation of greater integration with the OAS; 

b.
That the IADB should be modernized and made self-sustainable; 

c.
That a new institution needed to be built;

d.
That the financial problems should be examined, given the high cost of building maintenance; 

e.
That the distance between the OAS and IADB affects the relations between the two institutions; 

f.
Its proposal as to how the IADB should operate, in a form other than its present state, which would probably mean amending the Statutes;

g.
Its understanding that the IADB is subordinate to the SMS. 

5. POSITION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD 

a.
Resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10) makes clear that such measures as may be proposed must be consistent with the IADB Statutes. 

b.
The IADB has been duly integrated into the OAS since 2006, in accordance with its Statutes; under AG/RES. 2573, it is to seek greater interaction with the SMS. 

c.
The IADB believes that, by virtue of its origin, its representation, and its statutory structure, it is not subordinate to the SMS. 

d.
The IADB identified areas in which it could work to promote interaction, with action pending the receipt of counterproposals. 

e.
The distance between the IADB building and the OAS does not constitute an obstacle to greater interaction, thanks to current technology and the willingness to share links.
f.
Increased interaction between the SMS and the IADB Secretariat requires an express willingness and commitment on both sides to complement and not duplicate each other’s means and efforts. 

g.
The IADB, according to the activities it carries out, which stem from Article 17, pertaining to an institutional assessment, is an entity with great potential that can grow in terms of increased involvement in matters related to its area of endeavor that are being addressed by the OAS.  Undoubtedly, greater interaction with the SMS will strengthen the IADB and the entire inter-American system. 

h.
Since the IADB Statutes permit broad interaction with any OAS agency, carrying out joint efforts does not require a statutory amendment. It only requires the willingness to request advisory services and to participate in the projects carried out. 

6. PROPOSAL
Considering that interaction mechanisms already exist, the IADB proposes:

a.
That any project or activity that is carried out by the SMS and is consistent with the nature of the IADB should involve the IADB as a participant, so that it may provide advisory services in areas related to its functions and authority. 

b.
That connections between the SMS and the IADB be formalized so as to establish direct information channels, coordinate agendas and efforts, and allow feedback to the system, so that it may achieve its objectives more quickly, without prejudice to other connections the IADB may establish with other agencies, secretariats, commissions, or departments of the OAS. 

c.
That matters of interest that are addressed in the forums and other commissions or agencies in which the IADB takes part be reported to the SMS. 

d.
Increased interaction on matters of humanitarian demining, humanitarian assistance in the case of natural disasters, and confidence- and security-building measures. 

e.
IADB participation in areas in which it does not yet participate but where it could contribute added value, such as transparency in weapons acquisition, stockpile destruction, etc. 

7. CONCLUSION

Considering the different interpretations, by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the IADB Secretariat, of the mandate contained in operative paragraph 16 of resolution AG/RES. 2573, after four meetings it was not possible to draft a joint report.

However, the Board stands ready to increase interaction with the SMS by actively addressing ongoing issues that the Secretariat is pursuing, as well as other issues that have been placed on the agenda and that are consistent with the IADB’s sphere of competence and its Statute.

In short, the Board has been, and is, ready to work with the SMS, providing technical, advisory, and educational services in areas within its sphere of competence.

Ancil W. Antoine

Brigadier General, Army of Trinidad and Tobago

Director General, Inter-American Defense Board
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�.	Translator’s note:  Translation of definitions of “interacción” and “integración” given in the original Spanish text and attributed to the Spanish Royal Academy.





