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As requested by the Department of Public Security of the OAS, in follow-up to Resolution AG/RES.2541 (XL-O/10), this paper provides additional information related to Canada’s experience with prevention, law enforcement and rehabilitation related to criminal and youth gangs.  
Prevention

On March 15, 2011, the Prime Minister of Canada announced the renewal of the Youth Gang Prevention Fund, providing $37.5 million over five years and $7.5 million thereafter in ongoing annual support to renew the Fund.  The Youth Gang Prevention Fund focuses on investing in community prevention programs and developing and disseminating knowledge about effective methods to prevent youth gangs in Canada.  

Prevention/Rehabilitation 
Additional activities undertaken by the Government of Canada in the past year included 
· support to the training of, and knowledge-sharing among, community workers on evidence-based gang prevention programs.

· training to correctional personnel on evidence-based gang prevention and extrication programs and strategies.

Specifically, in 2010, funding under the Youth Justice Fund was provided to 21 organizations for the development and implementation of regional conferences and/or workshops to share knowledge among criminal justice personnel and service providers, on dealing with gang involved youth.  

 

To follow up, in 2011, funding under the Youth Justice Fund was provided to 15 projects designed to:

· initiate partnerships among stakeholders for developing, coordinating and sharing knowledge on services for youth in conflict with the law, and involved or at risk of involvement in gangs; 

· provide training for service providers; 

· develop tools or mechanisms such as websites, stakeholder databases and advisory groups to assist stakeholders in collaboratively developing, coordinating or sharing knowledge on services; or 

· develop protocols for consulting youth and/or engaging communities on initiatives intended to address youth gangs. 
In addition, four regional conferences were organized to share knowledge among criminal justice personnel and service providers on addressing Aboriginal youth gangs.
Prevention/Interventions and Suppression

One new initiative in 2010 was the Organized Crime Summit: Tackling Street Gangs in Canada, co-hosted by Public Safety Canada and the Department of Justice Canada on behalf of the Joint Coordinating Committee of Senior Officials and the National Coordinating Committee on Organized Crime Working Group.  

The objectives of the Summit were to increase information sharing on effective prevention, intervention and suppression approaches taken by stakeholders to disrupt and reduce gang activity across Canada, and to promote greater cooperation and collaboration amongst all participants.

The Summit brought together over 80 stakeholders from all levels of government and other sectors, including: police services, prosecutions, correctional institutions, academia, educational institutions, the health field, social services and community organizations.

Three research papers were commissioned and discussed at the Summit.  The first explored how gangs have been defined for research and operational purposes; a second paper examined the claim that street gangs and criminal organizations are exploiting Internet-based social networking sites for various reasons; and the third paper discussed comprehensive approaches to and best practices for addressing the problem of street gangs. 

In addition, to address the issues of criminal gangs in a more comprehensive manner, Canada also undertakes activities targeting youth gangs, which are a concern for many communities across Canada and are responsible for a disproportionate number of offences.  Members of youth gangs commit serious and violent offences at rates several times higher than youth who are not involved in gangs. In an attempt to stem the “feeder” population for criminal gangs, who easily recruit youth involved in gangs into similar organizations later in their lives, public programming focused on this demographic funds and supports communities in implementing evidence-based interventions that help at-risk youth develop pro-social skills and attitudes, make positive choices and become productive members of society through targeted activities that address their specific needs.

International Research and Experiences

Canada included in its input to the Strategy last year an annex entitled International Research and Experiences, and referred to the publication of Human Security for an Urban Century:  Local Challenges, Global Perspectives in March 2007. The following text can be substituted for the third paragraph in the previously provided International Research and Experiences section:

Canada supported follow-up research and a conference co-hosted by the University of British Columbia in March 2008.  The conference articles will be published on the university’s website in mid-2011.   
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