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1.
INTRODUCTION

Humanitarian Demining has as one its activities the removal of material lethal to humans disseminated in the operational environment of a conflict, in particular anti-personnel mines (APM), widely used in modern conflicts, unexploded ordnance (UXO) also known as remnants of war and, more recently, improvised explosive devices (IED’s), booby traps artfully prepared at very low cost and with the same effect as mines. 

2.
DEVELOPMENT

In the context of Humanitarian Demining, the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) by request of the Organization of American States (OAS), lends technical support to the Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) program. 

For this technical support, the IADB organizes assistance missions for the removal of landmines, composed of technical advisors, coordinators and experts from the Contributing Countries in the American Hemisphere. 

The assistance missions are guided by the principles of neutrality, impartiality and humanity, always considering that the activity reflects support to those most vulnerable and ensures that the inhabitants of demined lands could use them without danger.

In the course of 2011, the assistance mission of the IADB was integrated by the Group of Inter-American Monitors in Colombia (GMI-CO) and by the Assistance Mission for Mine Clearance in South America (MARMINAS).

The work of the Inter-American Monitors, in coordination with the Assistance Program for the Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines of the OAS, consists of verifying the quality and assurance of the procedures employed by the involved military personnel in Humanitarian Demining in each Host Country, realizing for that, the activities of Monitoring, which means, authorized observation of the work executed by the military and qualified personnel, activities and processes that guarantee the conformity with national and international standards, the supervision of equipments and activities of demining personnel in the field, training and recycling, when and where it be necessary and the certification of the demining military units and of the works developed, that is, the formal recognition of an organization as competent and able to conduct activities of Humanitarian Demining. 

 These Inter-American Monitors are where the Program needs them. The only requirement is to make a request to the IADB for their use.  Naturally, they face the challenges of working in inhospitable regions, of difficult access, where regularly the climate is inclement, the danger to their health is not rare, and the level of difficulty for the logistics presents a daily challenge to the planners of the of the AICMA program and the Host countries. 

 However, the feeling of a job well done after each stage of the Program is gratifying. The sacrifice is well compensated when the highly positive results achieved by the Assistance Mission are taken into account.   

 For the Inter-American Monitor, to accomplish a mission is translated into saving lives and restoring the vital space to the inhabitants of the regions affected by the mines and IED’s.   

 In 2010, the Assistance Mission of Central America (MARMINCA) could declare the fulfillment of articles 3rd and 4th of the Ottawa Convention, that is, the confirmation of the destruction of all the mines antipersonnel stored and the destruction of all the antipersonnel mines in mined fields in Central America. 

 In Colombia, the Inter-American Monitors Group which started its activities in 2005, contributed to the demining already finalized of 35 military bases, some of them located in regions accessible only with the assistance of the Armed Forces of Colombia.  Actually, the GMI-CO continues its work in attention to communities affected by mines and of certification of demining military units. 

 In the border between Ecuador and Peru, the Assistance Mission MARMINAS has been contributing to the cleaning of mined fields since 2002, when the first Inter-American Monitors of the Assistance Mission of Central American (MARMINCA) arrived.  It is a joint activity by the military of both Countries, the result of daily confidence building measures between the two Nations.  

 The Assistance Mission of the IADB still concurs for the permanent actualization of the Humanitarian Demining Doctrine, contributing with knowledge and lessons learned from national demining organizations in the Host Countries and from Assistance Programs of the OAS. 

 That experience is gathered and discussed in an Annual Encounter realized in the House of the Soldier, with the participation of the Chiefs of the MARMINAS and GMI-CO Missions, representatives from the AICMA-OEA Program, officers from the Demining General Command from ECUADOR (CGD), the Direction General of the Peruvian Army for Humanitarian Demining (DIGEDEHUME) and the School of Military Engineers of Colombia. 

The final product has been the continuous actualization of the Humanitarian Demining Manual of the IADB, a document that since 1992 has been serving as a base for the adoption of manuals of procedures in the Countries of the Hemisphere who seek to solve the problem of mines in their territories.  The issues are always changing, thanks to the dynamism of the activity and the need to adapt to new situations, such as in the case of improvised explosive devices.

In addition to the input of the Donor Countries, and of the Host Countries, the Contributing Countries, members of the IADB, provide the military personnel specialized to integrate the Assistance Missions, supplying a sum of above two million dollars in 2011; a considerable amount that the governments of those countries are willing to pay, keeping in mind the importance of that humanitarian activity.  

It is clear that the work of the Inter-American Monitor transcends its mission of Humanitarian Assistance, in the measure that it indirectly contributes to the development of friendly relations among the Nations of the Hemisphere.  As a member of an Armed Force, the Military Monitor is a distinguished representative of Estate, a true Diplomatic agent of its country. 

 The Assistance Mission represents a unique opportunity to celebrate the commitments contained in the Resolutions of the General Assembly of the OAS, the building of mutual confidence between the Host Countries and the Contributing ones.

The Inter-American Defense Board considers the permanence of the inter-American Monitors in the Program of Action Against Mines fundamental, considering the highly positive results that have been achieved in benefit of the joint commitment for peace in the Hemisphere.

3.
CONCLUSION

The participation of the Inter-American Defense Board in the demining actions project the generosity, professionalism and the feeling of solidarity of its Member States, because they, contributing to the Program, understand that antipersonnel mines, unexploded ordnance and improvised explosive devices are above all a humanitarian problem.









Thank you, very much.

HOUSE OF THE SOLDIER

“CONTRIBUTING TO THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF THE HEMISPHERE.”
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