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2011 Consolidated Annual Report of CITAAC

and

General Assembly Resolutions Concerning Confidence and Security-Building Measures 

(Presented by the Department of Defense and Hemispheric Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security)

The Department of Defense and Hemispheric Security (DDHS) prepared this Consolidated Report of the status of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) in compliance with paragraph 3 of Article XIV of the Convention: “…The depositary shall provide to States Parties a consolidated annual report of the information provided pursuant to this Convention…”.

Also, in compliance with requests in paragraphs 2 and 9 of resolution AG/RES. 2625 (XLI-O/11): Confidence Security-building Measures and the Roster of Experts in Confidence and Security-building Measures; and paragraph 8 of resolution AG/RES. 2628 (XLI-O/11), in preparation for the meeting of national points of contact and the Second Conference of the States Parties: “…To request that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to convene a meeting of national points of contact in 2012, to which member States not party to the Convention will also be invited, to consider implementation of the Convention and activities aimed at promoting signature and ratification of the Convention, and to contribute to the preparation of the second Conference of the States Parties…”.

These resolutions also acknowledge advances within the General Secretariat recognizing that transparency in conventional weapons acquisitions and in defense policies, the limitation of military spending, as well as other cooperation mechanisms between countries, are important confidence and security-building measures which contribute to the strengthening of regional and international peace and security.

Also recognition is given to the designation by the General Secretariat of the DDHS of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) as the area responsible for systematizing the information presented by member States and, within its sphere of competence, following up on implementation of the Convention the maintenance by the General Secretariat of the Web site dedicated to the Convention.

Status of Signatures of the Convention

As of December 2011, twenty member States had signed the Convention. Since early 2011 the DDHS sends yearly letters inviting non-signatories: Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, the Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Panama, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago; urging them to sign and ratify the Convention. The updated list of signatures, maintained by the Department of International Law, can be found in Web page www.oas.org/juridico/english/sigs/a-64.html.

Status of Ratifications of the Convention

To date, fifteen member States had deposited their instruments of ratification and/or accession to the Convention: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Furthermore, in an effort to elicit universal adoption of the Convention, the DDHS sent a note to Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Haiti, Honduras and the United States, inviting them to ratify the Convention. The updated list of ratifications and/or accessions maintained by the Department of International Law can be found in Web page www.oas.org/juridico/english/sigs/a-64.html.
Implementation of Articles III and IV of the Convention

Nine member States submitted annual reports and notifications, for the period 2010-2011, in fulfillment of the obligations set forth in Article III - Annual Reports on Imports and Exports of Conventional Weapons: Chile (1), Mexico (2), Brazil (1), Peru (3), Argentina (1), Uruguay (1), Canada (2), El Salvador (1), United States (1).

Seven countries submitted annual reports and notifications, for the period 2010-2011, in fulfillment of the obligations set forth in Article IV - Exchange of information on Acquisitions of Conventional Weapons: Canada (1), Chile (2), Colombia (1), El Salvador (3), Mexico (2), Peru (1), United States (3).

These reports can be found in Web page www.apps.oas.org/cshdocs. The DDHS coordinates a more robust response throughout the year, prior to the next General Assembly, by transmitting a note verbale from the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, reminding States Parties to submit their annual reports and notifications to the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security as per their obligations under articles III and IV of the Convention.

Implementation of Category XVI of the Catalog of the CHS: National Points of Contact
To date, the DDHS has received information on ten member States: Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay and Peru. These reports are located at Web page www.apps.oas.org/cshdocs.
Implementation of Operative Paragraphs 2 and 9 of Resolution AG/RES. 2625 (XLI-O/11): Confidence and Security-Building Measures and their Roster of Experts 
For the period 2010-2011, ten member States have complied and submitted their reports regarding application of Confidence and Security-building Measures: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Nicaragua and Uruguay. These reports are located at Web page www.apps.oas.org/cshdocs/defaultEng.aspx
To date, fourteen member States have complied in updating the Roster of Experts on Confidence-and Security-Building Measures: Argentina, The Bahamas, Brazil, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, México, Paraguay, Peru and The Dominican Republic. These reports are located at Web page www.apps.oas.org/cshdocs/defaultEng.aspx.
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