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Crime, violence, and unemployment are the main threats to the well-being, security, and peaceful coexistence of the peoples of the Americas.
/ The member states recognize the need to consolidate national and regional responses to the multiple challenges associated with insecurity from a multidimensional perspective, which may adversely affect the integral development of their peoples. The states have reaffirmed their commitment to develop and implement public policies in a democratic framework, respecting the rule of law and human rights, in order to provide social and economic opportunities and thereby enhance security. 

Between the adoption of the Declaration on Security in the Americas in 2003 and the approval of the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas in 2011, the member states have made progress identifying shared challenges and defining joint actions, specifically with respect to the need to consolidate initiatives for integral development as a critical element for improving security levels in the region. The member states have also reaffirmed their obligation to promote multidimensional security as a prerequisite for ensuring the full social, economic, and political development of their peoples. 

The relationship between (in)security and development has been a central theme in discussions among states and in academic circles, and the results of recent studies by the World Bank
/ or the United Nations Development Program on the human, social, and economic costs of violence are not surprising. They highlight the short- and medium-term impact of crime on integral development, which can halt economic growth and reduce education, labor, and health opportunities, blocking improvements in the quality of life and well-being of the citizens. Citing the vision defended by Nobel Laureate in Economics Amartya Sen, human development advances the richness of human life by the improvement of personal capacities or the opening up of opportunities. Security must be the appropriate environment for ensuring and following up on human development.
/  


Crime and insecurity can actually be a direct brake on the economy because they produce a direct loss in the labor force. The regional rate of homicides for youth between the ages of 15 and 24 is 38 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants.
/ Moreover, the unchecked increase in transnational crime, especially illicit trafficking in drugs or firearms, and trafficking in persons or migrants, has expanded an illegal economy that not only jeopardizes democratic institutions but also represents an average reduction of 14.2% in the gross domestic product
/ of many states in the region. Violence and crime also have indirect costs for the states’ development in terms of public health levels and ability to attract investments, thus reducing the potential of the countries and their populations. In addition, national security can be affected by crimes committed against critical infrastructures, such as ports and airports, which hamper trade and can reduce the legal flow of goods and people that is needed in contemporary globalized societies. 

From another perspective, improvement of multidimensional security in the region is largely dependent on progress made in integral development. There is a strong consensus on the need to face the principal risk factors that contribute to growth or continuation of criminal activity. Several policy declarations adopted by OAS member states recognize the need “to take action to bring about conditions for social, economic, political and cultural development so as to promote social inclusion, reduce inequity and create opportunities for their people thereby contributing to the prevention of crime, violence and insecurity.”
/ In addition, the Declaration on Security in the Americas identifies some new threats to security, among them poverty reduction, the prevention and combat of HIV/AIDS and other pandemics, and environmental sustainability, also defined as some of the Millennium Development Objectives by the United Nations.
/  


These are some of the parallels that exist in the spheres of integral development and multidimensional security. Security can only be improved by consolidating economic and human development, and improved security will in turn permit the consolidation of economic and human development in the Hemisphere.  


To achieve measurable, concrete, and sustainable results on this subject, and to achieve higher levels of social wellbeing and permanent peaceful coexistence, it is necessary to implement comprehensive public policies that integrate development and security as two sides of the same coin, and to stimulate international cooperation, insisting also on continuous coordination and dialogue among all relevant public agencies and institutions.
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	�.	Resolution 2617 (XLI-O/11) provides that the meeting shall be held before the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly. 


	�.	Report of Latinobarómetro 2011, October 2011.


	�.	World Bank and UNODC, Crime, Violence and Development; Trends, Costs and Policy Options in the Caribbean, 2007.


�.	The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) defines “human development” as “a process of enlarging people’s choices and enhancing human capabilities (the range of things people can be and do) and freedoms, enabling them to: live a long and healthy life, have access to knowledge and a decent standard of living, and participate in the life of their community and decisions affecting their lives.” � HYPERLINK "http://hdr.undp.org/en/humandev/origins/" ��http://hdr.undp.org/en/humandev/origins/�


�.	Alertamerica.org – The OAS Observatory on Citizen Security, with data from the member states. The total homicide rate for the region is 15.5 per 100,000 inhabitants according to the latest report on homicides published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)


�.	Inter-American Development Bank (1999). This data does not measure impact on productivity, so it could be even higher in some countries.  


�.	Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas [AG/DEC. 66 (XLI-O/11)]


�.	� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/" ��http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/� 





