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COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: English
N O T I C E 
 INFORMAL MEETING - TECHNICAL GROUP ON TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME 

The General Secretariat presents its compliments to the Permanent Missions and, on instructions from the Chair of the OAS Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, wishes to advise that an informal meeting will take place on Friday, December 14, 2012 at 10:30am in the Dr. Jose Gustavo Guerrero Room.
Please refer to the “Background and proposal on Transnational Organized Crime in accordance with AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-)/12) that is enclosed to this notice. 
The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Missions the assurances of its highest consideration and esteem.
BACKGROUND AND PROPOSAL ON TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME IN ACCORDANCE WITH AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12)

(Presented by the Chair)
BACKGROUND

The Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime (GTDOT) was established in October 2006 under resolution CP/RES. 908 (1567/06), whereby the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) adopted the Hemispheric Plan of Action in this area.

The GTDOT is an intergovernmental body in nature and is made up of technical national delegations involved in fighting transnational organized crime.  It was intended to meet at least once a year, on the proposal of the state serving as Chair or of its Technical Secretariat, on the initiative of the Technical Group itself, or when a situation so warrants.  

The First Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime was held in Mexico in July 2007.  It issued conclusions and recommendations aimed at reviewing implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action and contributing to the formulation of a GTDOT work program.

The second meeting of the GTDOT took place in October, 2009 at OAS headquarters where the document “Draft Elements of the Work Program of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime” was initially discussed.


The Third meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime was held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago in November 2011.  The meeting recommended that the Technical Group seek to transform GTDOT into a high level OAS annual meeting to better focus attention and cooperation among OAS member states on transnational organized crime.

AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) requested the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime (GTDOT) to examine at its next meeting its structure, functions and reporting responsibilities and report its recommendation to the CSH. 

The Heads of State and Government at the Sixth Summit of the Americas highlighted the importance of addressing TOC by their separate communiqué on this issue.

PROPOSAL

In order to comply with the mandate outlined in AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago, as Chair of the (GTDOT) proposes the following methodology:
1. Convene the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime (GTDOT) as outlined in the draft resolution CP/CSH-1442/12 corr. 1; and
2. Convene informal meetings of the GTDOT to prepare for the Fourth Meeting of the GTDOT.

Delegations should come to the preparatory meetings prepared to discuss ideas on:

1. What will be the future structure of the Technical Group? Do we see the group remaining as it is or are there other forms that would be more effective in achieving our aims? Should we consider a permanent meeting with dialogue at a higher political level to address the challenges of transnational organized crime in the hemisphere?

2. What do we see as the future functions of the GTDOT? What do our governments wish to accomplish through this forum? 

3. What will be the reporting responsibilities? Who do we answer to? What relationship will GTDOT have with REMJA and MISPA?

4. How can we accomplish the above and still be “budget neutral”?
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