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PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CSH-1457/12


19 December 2012

COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: English
N O T I C E – CSH INFORMAL MEETING
The Secretariat of the Permanent Council presents its compliments to the permanent missions of the OAS member states and, on instructions from the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS, would like to invite the delegations to an informal meeting on Thursday, January 10, 2013 at 10:00 a.m., in the Simon Bolivar Room.
The purpose of this meeting is to present the document “Proposed questions to guide the discussion on the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system”, contained in document CP/CSH-1456/12 (enclosed to this notice). This document is being presented by the Chair in follow-up to point C of the “Methodology for consideration of the issue of the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system” CP/CSH-1440/12 rev. 1 corr.1.
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PROPOSED QUESTIONS TO GUIDE THE DISCUSSION ON THE FUTURE OF THE 
MISSION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE INSTRUMENTS AND COMPONENTS 
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE SYSTEM

(Presented by the Chair)

General 


1. What are the threats and challenges our states face and how are they being addressed at the hemispheric level through existing hemispheric defense institutions?

Components:


2. Does your delegation consider the following are among the main components of the inter-American defense system?

a) Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs

b) The OAS General Assembly

c) The Committee on Hemispheric Security

d) The Inter-American Defense Board and Inter-American Defense College,

e) The Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas (CDMA) 

f) The Meeting of Heads or Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces of the Hemisphere 

g) The Inter-American Naval Conference (INC)

h) The Conference of American Armies (CAA)

i) The System of Cooperation Among the Air Forces of the Americas (SICOFFA)

j) Subregional defense organizations

· Regional Security System (RRS)

· Conference of the Central American Armed Forced (CFAC) 

· South America Defense Council (SADC)

3. What other components or mechanisms should be included in order to facilitate a discussion about the future of the mission and functions of the components of the inter-American defense system?
Instruments:


4. Does your delegation consider the following are among the main instruments of the inter-American defense system?

a) 
The OAS Charter

b) The Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty)

c) 
The Declarations of the Conferences of Defense Ministers of the Americas

d) The Statutes of the Inter-American Defense Board

e) 
General Assembly resolutions on the subject 

f) 
The American Treaty on Pacific Settlement (Pact of Bogota) 

g) Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC)


5. What other instruments or mechanisms should be included in order to facilitate a discussion about the future of the mission and functions of the instruments of the inter-American defense system?

Future:


6. How can a) the mission and functions of the components of the inter-American defense system, and b) the mission and functions of the instruments of the inter-American defense system best serve the future needs and requirements of that system?  
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