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(Comments of the delegation of Argentina)

1. The Committee is in agreement on the timing and advisability of opening a debate and a substantive discussion on the issue, as was clear from the comments of stakeholders on the current situation of the system as well as proposals for its future.

2. Member states concluded that the inter-American defense system is not defined, but the Charter of Organization of American States and the Declaration on Security in the Americas is the foundation for security and defense in the hemisphere.
3. Each state has the sovereign right to identify its own national defense and security priorities and to define strategies, plans and actions for addressing threats to its security, in accordance with its legal system and with full respect for international law and the norms and principles of the Charter of the OAS and the Charter of United Nations.
4. Member states recognized that greater interaction and information exchange among the various defense and military fora and the OAS should be a standard practice cooperation on defense should be based on the political leadership principle, whereby political organs define said mandates and the military bodies implement them. Therefore, it is necessary to determine what linkage role the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas should play in a hemispheric arrangement on defense cooperation, both among the various countries and between the latter and the OAS on a politico-military level.
5. Member states recognized the contributions of sub-regional arrangements that foster defense cooperation and complement Summit and OAS actions. These contributions to hemispheric security should be encouraged.

6. Member states should continue to deepen defense and security cooperation through legal instruments to address the challenges and threats to their security.

7. There are varying levels of commitment by member states to the different hemispheric military forums, which are not fully integrated with each other or with a holistic inter-American institutional arrangement the Inter-American Defense Board and its role in accordance with its Statutes. It is up to member states to arrive at a conclusion on this point.
8. The various opinions put forward reflected similar conclusions with respect to the need to give the system greater political and institutional functionality, increased coherence between the different discussion and decision-making forums, and the opportunity to move toward a cooperative concept of defense at the hemispheric level.
9. Therefore, the Committee recommends that the Assembly assign the Committee, through a working group or special committee (consisting of representatives of ministries of foreign affairs and of ministries of defense), a mandate to identify elements of proposals (past and future) on the future and functions of the inter-American defense system from which to draw up recommendations for overhauling the system based on a cooperative approach to defense, and to present a report at the next session (to be completed in the 2013 resolution).
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