
PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES



CP/CSH-1486/13








14 March 2013


COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY


Original: English

POINTS OF CONVERGENCE
Discussion of the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system

(Presented by the Chair)

1. Member states concluded that the inter-American defense system is not defined, but the Charter of Organization of American States and the Declaration on Security in the Americas is the foundation for security and defense in the hemisphere.
2. Each state has the sovereign right to identify its own national security priorities and to define strategies, plans and actions for addressing threats to its security, in accordance with its legal system and with full respect for international law and the norms and principles of the Charter of the OAS and the Charter of United Nations.
3. Member states recognized that greater interaction and information exchange among the various defense and military fora and the OAS should be a standard practice.

4. Member states recognized the contributions of sub-regional arrangements that foster defense cooperation and complement Summit and OAS actions. These contributions to hemispheric security should be encouraged.

5. Member states should continue to deepen defense and security cooperation through legal instruments to address the challenges and threats to their security.

6. There are varying levels of member states’ commitment to the Inter-American Defense Board and its role in accordance with its Statutes. It is up to member states to arrive at a conclusion on this point.
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